
   SONOMA and PETALUMA ADOBE STATE HISTORIC PARKS

        Docent and SPParks

MESSAGE FROM SPPARKS

SUMMER 2017

SPParks has been hard at work this quarter 
preparing for a busy summer.  

New board member (and docent) David Coronado 
has been working on an interesting survey of the 
POS (Point-of-Sale) systems other mission gift 
shops use and to what degree of success.  As we 
look to upgrade the out-of-date system we use in 
the Barracks Bookstore, we hope this information 
will be very helpful.  Bookstore Manager Patrick 
Kearney continues to increase sales and generate 
interest in the Park every day.  You must visit 
often to see the new merchandise and make use 
of your discount!  And (as always) Patrick is 
always looking for volunteers to work in the store.  
It is fun and rewarding.  Contact Patrick if you’re 
interested.

Jeff Weiss, Dave Brummett and Jim Danaher are 
working on a fun event planned for August 
designed to increase interest in the Blue Wing 
Adobe, foster collaboration with other historical 
nonprofits in Sonoma and give us a dose of fun 
history.  Look for an e-blast in the coming weeks 
with more information.

As always, SPParks exists to support our Park via 
our three pillars of Interpretation, Preservation and 
Awareness.   We welcome any ideas or 
suggestions and can always use new board 
members.  Contact Yvonne Bowers at 
president@sonomaparks.org or (707) 843-0109.

Stay cool this summer and drink lots of water.  It 
promises to be a hot one.

MESSAGE FROM THE DOCENT CHAIR

A warm welcome to our newly certified 
docent graduates: Karen Baldwin (Petaluma 
Adobe), Paul Kenny (Toscano Hotel/Kitchen), 
Ellen and Hugh McBride (Mission). Please 
introduce yourself to your new colleagues.

With the unveiling of the M.G. Vallejo 
statue on the Plaza, we can expect to see more 
selfie sticks and an increase in visitors to State 
Parks venues, particularly the Toscano Hotel/
Kitchen and the Barracks.  Both are free and 
accessible. Casual visitors may not choose a 
formal historical visit to the Mission or the Vallejo 
Home but they will pop into the Toscano Hotel/
Kitchen and the Barracks.  And therein lies a 
challenge: In 2016, the hotel/ kitchen were 
covered only about 57% of the scheduled tour 
hours.  What a missed opportunity to engage 
people, introduce them to Sonoma’s history and 
attract them to the other Park venues! We need 
to recruit and train more docents if those empty 
tour slots are to be filled. 

 
Joleen Ossello has created a new docent 

training curriculum for the Toscano Hotel/Kitchen 
to be offered the weekend of July 22 and 23. 
Experienced docents will have an opportunity to 
refresh their interpretative skills and gain 
information about the immigrant experience.  
Please recruit a friend and plan to attend. While 
serving as docent at the Mission is my passion, I 
find real enthusiasm is created in even the most 
casual visitors as I guide them through the 
Toscano Hotel/Kitchen. 

On another note, please plan to attend the 
Annual Docent Potluck Picnic on Sunday, August 
20 at the Petaluma Adobe picnic area. Watch for 
your email invitation in early August. 

Suzanne Berube, Docent ChairYvonne Bowers, SPParks President

mailto:president@sonomaparks.org
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PARKS UPDATE

Park Staff update: Great news! Lots of new staff 
people to introduce, both for Visitor Services and 
for Maintenance.
Melissa McLees is our new special events 
coordinator, hailing from Forestville. Melissa 
replaces Terry Hilbish who retired in late March. 
She will be in the office at 20 E. Spain.
Michele Craig, a new senior park aide, transferred 
from the Big Sur area; she lives in Santa Rosa. 
We have two new park aides, Laura Packard from 
Petaluma and Sarah Ross from Cotati.  Michele, 
Laura and Sarah will be trained at all the sites in 
the Sonoma Sector. A new Guide I position for 
Sonoma SHP will hopefully be filled in late 
summer or early fall and will be assigned to the 
Vallejo Home and Mission.

Three new maintenance workers have joined us. 
Doug, who lives in Kenwood, is a restoration 
specialist and will help with specialty projects such 
as the fence at the Vallejo Home. Gregory, from 
Petaluma, and Graham, from Sonoma, are new 
maintenance park aides. We have permission to 
hire a new maintenance mechanic and we hope to 
have one on board by late summer or early fall. 

Rob Pickett, Sector Supervising Ranger

Park maintenance update:  Our maintenance 
folks, led by Deb Shelton, were able to patch and 
repair the crumbling hornos (ovens) both in the 
Barracks courtyard and Petaluma Adobe 
courtyard. They should be whitewashed in time for 
Pueblo Day. 
The fields in front of the Vallejo Home have been 
mowed in preparation for the 2017 July 4 
Fireworks Display. With the extreme heat we have 
had this year we have to be  particularly safety 
conscious. 

DOCENT LIBRARY NEWS
 Summer is here and with it lots of time to read at 
the beach, by the pool, or huddled inside with the 
air-conditioner…  Check out the docent library for 
travel books, California/western-themed novels, 
and more. 
   You can borrow the library key from Patrick in 
the Barracks Bookstore, or find Joleen or one of 
the Park Aides who may also have a key – there 
is no longer a key in the lockbox.  Return books to 
the Mission where Lisa picks them up periodically.  
Keep on reading!

Lisa Tremblay, Docent Librarian

ADOBE DIRT

Spring is a busy time at the Petaluma 
Adobe. April 8 was Sheep Shearing Day and, in 
spite of the rain, a good sized crowd turned out to 
see John Sanchez shear our three sheep and learn 
how the wool was processed into yarn at the 
rancho. It was the last public appearance for our 
three remaining sheep.  After a veterinarian it was 
decided to put one sheep to sleep due to her 
deteriorating condition. She was in bad shape and I 
was giving her medications twice a day to keep her 
comfortable and it was not working. That was on 
April 17. Then during May the last two sheep 
passed away. Both of the sheep were well over ten 
years old. Nine years ago the Adobe introduced 
these new sheep, which were the stars of the sheep 
shearing special event every April. We are very sad 
to have lost these icons of the Adobe. The sheep 
have been loved and enjoyed by park staff and 
visitors alike. They will be missed.

On a brighter note, Living History Day, on 
May 13th, was a hit with both the volunteers and 
park visitors.  A new station was added this year for 
the younger crowd twelve and under: a scavenger 
hunt throughout the courtyard and upstairs of the 
Adobe. The hunt started at our passport table where 
they learned how to use a feathered pen and ink. 
Once they completed the hunt the young visitors 
were given a choice of period toys to take home with 
them. Not only did they learn about the Adobe and 
it’s rich history, many were seen trying on the period 
costumes in our “new” photo booth this year. 
Visitors had a selection of period clothing to choose 
from and then posed in front of the adobe rooms to 
take selfies. What a great way to promote history 
and the Petaluma Adobe through modern 
technology.

Summer has arrived at the Petaluma Adobe, 
come out and see the park in the warm sunshine of 
June.

Ranger Crystal Battles
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In Memoriam

                Sheep Shearing Day, April 8, 2017                    Living History Day, May 13, 2017
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Docent Training and Enrichment

Please join me in welcoming recent docent 
graduates and new SPParks members Paul Kenny 
(Toscano Hotel & Kitchen), Karen Baldwin 
(Petaluma Adobe), Ellen and Hugh McBride 
(Mission San Francisco Solano).  Thank you 
Sharon Douglas, Jan Oneto and Walter Bank for 
your diligent mentoring of these trainees and 
preparing them for a successful and pleasurable 
commitment with the Volunteer in Parks Program 
(VIPP).

In the last Gazette, I announced a need to direct 
our training time and attention to park sites with 
the most unfilled tour slots without neglecting the 
other park venues. Examination of a spreadsheet 
for the 2016 docent tour hours prepared by Bob 
Alwitt showed the Toscano Hotel & Kitchen to be 
in greatest need of more docents. We will focus 
recruitment and training on the Toscano H&K and 
provide docent enrichment opportunities 
appropriate for docents at our other sites.   

Thus, our next training session is Saturday, June 
22nd and Sunday, June 23rd from 10-3pm for the 
Toscano Hotel & Kitchen where we interpret the 
influx of immigrants at the turn of the 19th century, 
the changes they had to undergo in America, and 
their contributions to the Sonoma region and 
California.  This refresher and training is for new 
and returning docents.  it includes lectures, tours, 
study of interpretive elements, museum curation 
and protocol.  Volunteer opportunities also exists 
for artifact care in this museum setting. Please 

 I am pleased to 
announce a docent 
enrichment lecture in 
July with Napa Area 
Educator and Historian, 
April Farnham. Her 
presentation, “Isidora 
Filomena – An Indigenous 
Story” will be in the 
chapel at Mission San 
Francisco Solano on 
Thursday, July 27th from 

 7:00PM to 8:30PM.  Isidora Filomena was the 
wife of Chief Solano, ally of Mariano Vallejo. The 
lecture is open to the public with general 
admission $10, SPParks members $5 and free to 
docents. April has over 15 years’ experience in 
the museum interpretation and education fields, 
including the Maidu Indian Museum, California 

State Indian Museum and Heritage Center, 
Sacramento Archives and Museum Collection 
Center.   She is a contributing author to Essential 
Art - Native Basketry from the California Indian 
Heritage Center (Heyday Books) and currently 
runs a history education business called California 
Treks in Time (formerly Culture2Classroom) that 

                 Joleen Ossello, Volunteer Coordinator

At Sonoma State Historic Park summer 
started with a successful 2nd Annual Pueblo Day on 
June 24th.  Fifteen docent volunteers assisted six 
park staff for a three hour event attended by 300 
visitors in the Sonoma Barracks courtyard.  A 

            2nd Annual Pueblo Day

timeline of tables displayed period artifacts 
starting with Native American objects and then 
early settler and rancho periods, exemplifying the 
fast-paced changes that established Sonoma on 
the Northern Frontier.  Dale Shinn of Sacramento 
played his hurdy-gurdy to attract passerbys while 

Yvonne Bowers, Frances Weiner and David Coronado greeted visitors 
at the SPParks table.

Alex Coburn and Jim Kemp interpret Native-American artifacts

local trio Los 
Gu’achis 
entertained from 
under a barracks 
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DOCENT BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

Want to join SPParks?
Do it online!

Go to sonomaparks.org 
Click on Membership

You can renew membership there, too!

Want to join SPParks?
Do it online!

Go to sonomaparks.org 
Click on Membership

You can renew membership there, too!

Suzanne Berube, Ellen and Hugh McCabe await visitors at the 
Mission period table. 

           Dale Shinn entertains visitors playing his hurdy-gurdy.

while local trio Los Gu’achis entertained from 
under a barracks tree.  Visitors sampled 
homemade pazole soup and hardtack and all 
agreed the soup was delicious.  

Thanks to your support for SPParks, we were able 
to purchase an annual Pueblo Day event banner.  
Two General M. G. Vallejo banners matching 
those around the Plaza were also purchased to 
support the dedication of his statue and bench. 

Joleen Ossello, SP Interpreter 1

Many thanks to Darlene Nye for her research and 
contribution to the study of Maria Ygnacio Lopez de 
Carrillo.  Darlene found a “Capsule Biography” of 
the famous woman whose Santa Rosa adobe is 
on Montgomery Drive near the shopping center with 
the same name. To read the biography go 
to www.sonoma.edu/research/help/
MariaCarrillo. Docents will find the information 
helpful as they lead visitors past her grave in the 
Mission Chapel. 

Docents have long sought information about the 
famous woman reportedly buried in the 
Sonoma Mission Chapel. Docent book club readers 
have discussed the subject, but found no books or 
journals about the mother-in-law of Mariano Vallejo. 
She raised twelve children of thirteen born. She ran 
thousands head of cattle on 8,800 acres along 
Santa Rosa Creek where today the city with the 
same name exists. The Carrillo adobe on 
Montgomery Drive was the subject of controversy a 
year ago when there was discussion of 
development on the property.  A biography of Maria 
Carrillo seems perfect for a Ph.D. dissertation in 
waiting. Thank you Darlene. 

                              Tom Martin, Chief Bookie

Tamra Rollins greets Spumoni, and Dave Duplantier, as they 
all head to Pueblo Day at the Barracks.

http://www.sonoma.edu/research/help/MariaCarrillo
http://www.sonoma.edu/research/help/MariaCarrillo


        Children’s Day at the Mission 

Children’s Day at the Mission on April 29 
was a big success. This year over 460 people 
came, an increase of over 150 people from last 
year. The investment in advertising as well as other 
events on the Plaza assisted in this. Between park 
employees and volunteers, we put in over 50 hours 
on this event.

New this year, we switched out the corn 
bread station for tortillas and butter. We also added 
a leather stamping station. Kathy Wolcott was able 
to acquire a generous donation of leather scraps 
from a local store that we used for this, as well as 
for our branding station. We even had a piñata.

One of the reasons I love coordinating this 
event is that it brings families together to do hands-
on activities. Everyone can relax and have a fun 
day while learning to appreciate history.

Emily Walski, Park Interpretive Specialist

Leather stamping
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“Calf” roping

Basket making

Pressing tortillas

Dipping candles
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NEXT QUARTERLY DOCENT MEETING IS SEPTEMBER 9, 2017 AT 10AM IN THE BARRACKS A/V ROOM

  
2017 EVENTS CALENDAR FOR SONOMA AND PETALUMA ADOBE STATE HISTORIC PARKS
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Sonoma Petaluma Parks 
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

                                                                      LINKS
                               Sonoma Petaluma Parks: http://sonomaparks.org
                                          California State Parks: http://www.parks.ca.gov
                       Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: www.petalumaadobe.com/

MEETINGS
Docent Quarterly Meetings: Second Saturday in March, June, September 10:00 am

  First Saturday in December 10:00 am

SPParks Association Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday 10:00 am
                        Alternating Location, Sonoma Barracks and District Office, Petaluma

GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE

The Gazette and Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with News and Events can be found at 
sonomaparks.org

Gazette Editor Bob Alwitt (707)933-9795, SPSHPAmember@comcast.net
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