SONOMA and PETALUMA ADOBE STATE HISTORIC PARKS
Docent and SPParks

Spring 2016
From the Docent Chair
Just like the rest of the community, Sonoma
Petaluma Parks are in the full throes of spring.
Opportunities for refreshing our docent tour
knowledge and skills abound. Our website.
Sonomaparks.org is being revised to become even
more of a docent resource center, thanks to the
efforts of Ari DeMarco, Bob Alwitt, and Yvonne
Bowers. Docent training materials used in the
recent Barracks/Toscano Hotel training will soon be
included. There are nuggets of wisdom that may
strike a chord in the revised handout on basic
interpretative skills.
I hope you attended the quarterly meeting
to hear Martha Ann McGettigan share her
experience as part of the team creating exhibits in
the Presidio Historical Museum. Several docents
commented that they enjoyed the short learning
opportunity. Did you? Let us know.
If you have suggestions for topics or
recommendations for presenters (20 minutes max)
please forward your ideas to myself,
berlev662@gmail.com or Ed Purkey,
canyonpastor@gmail.com
th
While leading 4 grade tours at the
Mission, I’ve had the opportunity to meet docents
I’ve never seen at quarterly meetings. I wonder
why? Certainly Rosalie Lazzarotto and Leticia
Sotelo’s treats and hospitality are inducement
enough! How could the meeting be made more
relevant? All suggestions gratefully accepted.
Finally, and most importantly, thank to all of
you for your service and support of our Historic
Parks.
Suzanne Berube
Docent Chair

President’s Message
SPRING HAS SPRUNG!! RAIN IS DONE AND
BLOOMS ARE ON TIME!!
Well, that may be a little too optimistic, but it
seems that the current weather is favoring getting
out to the Park and enjoying the Petaluma Adobe
as well as the Vallejo Home; plus strolling along the
bike path from the Vallejo Home over to the Mission
and Barracks. Get thee to the Park!
On a somber point, I am sad to officially note
the passing of our revered past President, Mary
Ann Maslowski. Mary Ann had an intense interest
in the success of our organization, an intuitive skill
at managing our sometimes ragged bunch and a
strong vision of the success of our historic parks. I
had the pleasure of her guidance when I first joined
the association and can say that we will all miss her
presence.
We do move on and we are making things
happen. As you might have noticed, the video
equipment in the Barracks AV room is deceased.
We have given Parks $1000 to resolve the AV
problems.
At the Adobe, we are currently planning to
begin the re-plastering on the North Wall in early
June. The winter rains, for which we are abundantly
thankful, has slowed the progress of this project
but, we will persevere.
Likewise, we are moving forward on the move
of the gift store from the Barracks to the Toscano
Hotel first floor front. This particular project has a
number of administrative hurdles to overcome even
before we can budget and plan for the move. State
Parks has new Interpretive Action Plans and
Facilities Management Plans affecting the Sonoma
Historic Park that were developed in 2013 but have
(continued on page 2)

not yet been approved by Sacramento. State
Parks advises us that our gift store move is
subject to these, as yet, unapproved plans. We
are currently working with local staff to energize
the dormant approval process of these
documents. Alternatively, we will also be active in
seeking a“work-around” so that our gift store move
does not bog down.
We hope that you have seen the
improvements in the Casa Grande plaza.
Following the current Interpretive Management
Plan, State Parks has a new display sandblasted
in the concrete along the sidewalk facing the plaza
with a feature of General Vallejo’s Fleur-de-Lys
cattle brand and information statements regarding
the history of the location.
Finally, we are looking at the status of
current exhibits in the park and the need to update or improve same.

Volunteer Coordinator News
District Library available for Docent Use
Looking for that hard-to-find reference book to read
on your sunny porch? The Bay Area District Library
may have it – and docents can check them out! The
District office is located at 845 Casa Grande Road,
Petaluma (across from the Adobe). Tell Juliet (at the
front desk) who you are, and please respect the
check-out system (such as it is). Happy reading!
Upcoming Mission Training
The next docent training will be for the Mission!
st
nd
th
Dates for this are: May 21 , 22 , and June 4 .
Current docents are strongly encouraged to attend
as a refresher – we will have a great lineup of
presenters this year. Recruit your friends! Become a
mentor! Stay tuned!

See you at the Park!!
Greg Stubbs, President, SPParks

th
Ready to give the best tour of your LIFE? June 4
will be the Interpretation Skills class, which is a new
part of our training course. The latest one was
incredibly well received by new and experienced
docents alike, and is a great way to refresh your
enthusiasm for the summer season.

Petaluma Adobe Renovation
The Petaluma Adobe renovation project has
passed the review stage of State Park approvals
in Sacramento. Some changes to the scope of
work were made since they will require further
biological studies. The resurfacing portion of the
project can commence with an anticipated start
date in May / June when availability of part time
Park crews is determined and our Adobe
Consultant Gil Sanchez can be scheduled. Stay
tuned.

The new batch of trainees will also be subjected to
the videos I made. If you’re curious, and have 12
minutes to be slightly entertained, feel free check
out the orientation video at www.tinyurl.com
\SonomaDocentOrientation.
Tour Workshop at Vallejo Home
As a way of helping everyone to share their tour
styles, little-known nuggets of local history, and
ideas for engaging park visitors, on Friday, April
th
15 we will hold another Tour Workshop, this time
at the Vallejo Home. We will meet in the Chalet for
coffee and pastries at 10:00am, where we will briefly
discuss the structure of the workshop before moving
into the house, and then out to the grounds, where
we will conclude by 12pm.

Jim Carr, SPParks Board Member

Sonomaparks.org
You may have noticed on the left-hand side of
the Docent page a new Docent Resources tab and
under that a link titled New Docents. Presently if
you click on that link it just takes you to the
website Home page but soon it will go to forms
and information needed by new docents.
Resources provided by Ari for current and future
docents will be added after that. We hope to add
links to external sites, too.

For a Tour Workshop, we break the entire site
experience into several sections, each presented by
a different docent. Each docent gives the group that
section of their tour, as if we are visitors to the park.
Immediately after each section, we share

Bob Alwitt, media
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further set the scene for the day. You don’t have
to know anything about the Adobe to get trained
for these jobs – in fact, what better way to learn
more but on a day when the entire park comes to
life!

observations that we have about the style and
content of the tour section. This also gives us a
chance to air any questions that we might like to get
answers for! In addition, Special Guest Lynn Luzzi,
our Parks landscaper, has generously agreed to
lead a short plant tour of the Vallejo Home as part
of this workshop. Don’t miss this chance to hear
Lynn talk about what she knows best (and hang out
with all those lovely spring flowers!)

The Volunteer Appreciation Dinner has been
scheduled for Thursday, October 20th (not the 13th,
as was mistakenly reported during the quarterly
meeting).
Ari DeMarco, Volunteer Coordinator

I’m looking for VH docents to give part of their tours
for this! If you’d like to present to the group, please
let me know in your RSVP – you don’t need to do
any extra preparation, this will be just like giving
part of your regular tour. It may seem intimidating to
give a tour to fellow docents, but this will be a
positive, collaborative event that I will be
moderating. The Tour Workshop at the Mission was
extremely well attended and received very positive
reviews; I have no doubt the same will be true for
the Vallejo Home!

In Memoriam
MaryAnn Maslowski

Even if you aren’t trained at the VH, please
consider attending – I anticipate that everyone
there will be able to contribute or learn something
– maybe even have some fun?! There will, of
course, be coffee and snacks. Please RSVP to Ari.
Fun Ways to Spend Your Time
Check your emails for a recent solicitation for
Children’s Day volunteers! Emily says she will
provide refreshments for volunteers, yum!
Sheep Shearing Day is still open to volunteers, on
Saturday April 9th, 11am-1pm.

The passing of MaryAnn Maslowski on January 6
leaves a void in our hearts and in our parks
community. Over many years she worked tirelessly
in numerous roles in support of our local historic
parks. She served on the Parks Association board
as Treasurer, Vice President, and several terms as
President. MaryAnn could also be found behind the
counter in the Barracks Store and as a volunteer in
period dress at park events, helping in some way to
make a more enjoyable experience for the public. A
Memorial Gathering at Temelec Hall on January 30
was well attended by members of the parks
community.

Lynn’s Plant Sale! Help Lynn care for and prepare
interesting cuttings to sell at the Vallejo Home.
This is greenhouse work only; there’s no need to
collect money or staff the stand. Get your green
thumb on!
Mark your calendars for Living History Day on May
14th, 10am- 4pm at the Adobe. Ranger Crystal is
still looking for volunteers! This is a great historic
re-creation of a day at the rancho of the 1840’s.
Volunteers are needed at two stations: Dressed in
period costume (available at the Adobe) and
stationed in the comfortable shade near the
creek, Greeter Volunteers hand out the schedule
for the day as visitors cross the bridge into the
park. Just past the gates of the adobe, Passport
Volunteers have visitors sign their California
passport of the 1840s with a quill pen and ink, to

Bob Alwitt, editor
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Docent Library News

his improvisations and his uncanny ability to
extemporize. Carlos plays classical, traditional and
Spanish ballads.

Come check out the Docent Library, which has
been cleaned out and spruced up -- same old
books but a tidier more welcome environment to
spend time in! New and experienced docents will
find a great variety of fiction and non-fiction to pique
your interest in and enrich your knowledge of early
California history. Would anyone use a comfy
armchair to sit in and read at the library if we
located one? Contact Lisa Tremblay if you have

All concerts begin at 7:00. Admission $10 to the
public but $5 for members of Sonoma Petaluma
Parks, Park Docents and Volunteers and Parks
staff.
All proceeds help Sonoma Petaluma Parks fund
important educational, interpretive and
maintenance projects for our own historic State
Parks.

Lisa Tremblay, Docent Librarian

Philip Sales, SPParks Board member and
concert impresario

Music at the Mission Series
This is the second year of our Music at the Mission
Series. We are thrilled to have returning artists
and some new faces. We were delighted to have
the multi-talented Diedra Egan perform at our pre
Valentine’s Day performance on February 10.
Deidra presented a program of Celtic acoustic
music which drew on influences from Blues to the
late David Bowie.
Adam Traum will be performing with his group,The
Mosey Boys, on April 13. Adam is a Sonoma
native who, with David Thom and Jack Hines, will
seamlessly cross-pollinates Americana genres
featuring bluegrass, country blues, rockabilly and
folk styles. The Mosey Boys are currently in preproduction for their first CD as a band. For the
Mosey Boys official website visit
www.moseyboys.com

The Mosey Boys - coming April 13!
Excellent musicianship, strong lead vocals, tight
harmonies and killer grooves are part of every show!

Fourth Grade Exhibits at the Barracks

On June 8, Choro Sem Nom will be back. Aldo
Mosca’s extraordinary group of musicians play a
style of acoustic music which stretches back to the
pre tango days. Aldo is originally from Uruguay
and has assembled a group of talented musicians
who play authentic instruments. Choro is the first
urban music genre created in the Americas. Ron
Galen on cavaquinho and alto guitar, Daniel
Krakauer on mandolin, Aldo Mosca on 7-string
guitar and Dominic Cabrera on percussion.

Sonoma public and parochial elementary student
exhibits will be on display from Saturday, May 7
through Tuesday, May 31. Each school has a table
in the Barracks viewing room to allow visitors to
see California History student models, research
papers, maps, and displays. Docents are
encouraged to visit and see the wonderful 4th
grade student work done under the tutelage of
Sonoma’s teachers.
Anyone wishing to assist in preparing the room for
the teachers and students please come to the
Barracks at 11 a.m. on Thursday, May 5,
(Cinco de Mayo).

On August 10, Sonoma favorite Carlos Herrera will
return with his group. Carlos Herrera features
Latin Music encompassing diverse styles ranging
from its colonial roots to popular influences, with
emphasis on music from Latin America. Carlos is
noted for his guitar music and vocals but, more for

Tom Martin, exhibit coordinator
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Docent Bookies

Adobe Dirt

Next meeting, after the Docent Quarterly Meeting,
Saturday, June 11 – the book is “The Year of
Decision: 1846” by Bernard DeVoto, 1942.
Available in Docent Library (1 copy), also on line at
Abe Books, Amazon, and others at very low cost.
Every docent is invited to hear a lively review of
this all encompassing history of California, the
U.S., and Mexico.

Spring has arrived at the Petaluma Adobe. The
park is vibrant with new green leaves, grasses, and
many wildflowers. The willow tree blossoms are
floating in the breeze, redbud trees are turning pink
and the turkeys are strutting through the park. With
the recent rains, Adobe Creek is flowing and
juvenile steelhead trout have been spotted
downstream.

It is anticipated that the June 11 meeting will be
communal, that is,
after a brief overview, each participant be ready to
contribute a part of the amazing history that
occurred in the year 1846. Choose a personality,
event, movement, historical moment, action,
political policy, something you never knew before,
and describe to others your discovery. See you
June 11.

On a sad note, Sophie the Donkey moved on to the
big pasture in the sky, and was followed by one of
her sheep friends. The remaining three sheep are

Tom Martin, Bookie Chair

April 30 - Busy Day in Sonoma!
Children’s Day at the Mission will be on Saturday,
April 30 from 11-3 pm. I am excited to bring back
many of our visitors’ favorite stations such as
making candles, basket weaving, spinning wool,
corn bread baking, and cornhusk dolls. New
stations we are hoping to add are tortilla and butter
making, as well as a games station where kids will
get to make and take home their own staves game
and hoop game. Volunteers are needed to help
with set up, take down, and to assist children at the
various stations. Please contact Ari DeMarco if you
can help.
In addition to Children’s Day, Dave Duplantier will
be hosting El Día de los Niños with the Sonoma
Environmental Education Collaborative at the Casa
Grande site from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This
multi-site event will provide different opportunities
for children and adults to engage with the
outdoors, highlighting the work that the SEEC
organizations do throughout Sonoma County.
Activities will include nature crafts, visits with
animals, bug catching, family nature walks, and
bird watching.
If you have any questions or suggestions please
contact me at the Mission. I appreciate everyone’s
support.
Emily Walski, Park Staff, (707)938-9560

5 of 8

awaiting Sheep Shearing Day April 9th, when
they will lose their winter coats under the
expert guidance of shearer John Sanchez.
Volunteers will be teaching wool carding and
spinning, and docents will be available for
tours, so join us on Sheep Shearing Day
between 11 AM and 1 PM on Saturday April
19, 2016.
As always, we are busy with school tours,
Environmental Living Programs and getting
ready for Living History Day on May 14th. If you
would like to dress in period attire and help at
this event, please call. Come out for a tour, a
picnic or an event and support the park. We
hope to see you soon! Happy spring!
Jennifer Hanson, Park Guide

Next Docent Quarterly Meeting
Saturday, June 11, 10 AM
Barracks A/V Room
Please Attend!

The Barracks Store
Message from Patrick Kearney:
Let folks know that new things have arrived for
spring and they should "hop" in to see the goodies!

Gordie Stedman presenting in the Bell Room

Tom Martin discussing the Jorgensen Collection

First Docent Tour Workshop
On January 18 we had our first Docent Tour
Workshop at the Mission. Four experienced
docents, Gordie Stedman, Tom Martin, Noel Lytle
and Pete Rizzo, each presented their tour material
for a different location in the Mission, including
some of their excellent handouts. The session was
well attended but attendees were mostly other
experienced docents; the intent was to offer an
opportunity to newer docents to pick up some
pointers. But even the veterans said:“This is a
good vehicle for training. Keep it up!” “I learned a
number of facts new to me.” “Will get EVEN
BETTER with age.” We will definitely be holding
more Tour Workshops! Check your emails (or
answering machines) for details when they’re
announced. If you want to improve your tour
performance, or just learn some new facts about
the Mission, attend the next workshop.
Each tour section kicked off some really great
discussions in each part of the Mission. For
example, do you know exactly how the olive press
in the Bell Room was used? Have you ever
thought about why Chris Jorgensen might have

used watercolors instead of the more popular oil
paints? Where did all the paintings in the chapel
originate (hint: its probably not what you think!)
How about what happened to all of the cow bones
after a matanza?
Ari DeMarco, Volunteer Coordinator

Are You On Facebook or Twitter? Get the
latest updates on events and Park “News."
“Like” our Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/sonomaparksassociation/
or “Follow” us on Twitter https://twitter.com/
SonPetParks.
Email Yvonne Bowers
yvonnebowers@mac.com with an questions.
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Music at the Mission Schedule
All Concerts at 7PM in the Chapel of Sonoma
Mission San Francisco Solano
$10 general public, $5 SPParks members,
docents and parks staff
April 13 - The Mosey Boys
Americana Roots Music with a Rock and Roll
Attitude!
June 8 - Aldo Mosca and Choro Sem Nom
Hearing Brazilian Choro tunes played by this
acoustic guitar/mandolin trio and percussion
will get your toes tapping to the South
American beat!
August 10 - Carlos Herrera
Carlos and his musicians are a favorite of
Chapel audiences. They love to play Latin
rhythms: Rumba, Bossa, Bolero, Salsa,
Meringue and a blend of Cuban rhythms.
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Sonoma Petaluma Parks
PO Box 1702
Sonoma CA 95476

LINKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks: http://sonomaparks.org
California State Parks: http://www.parks.ca.gov
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: www.petalumaadobe.com/
MEETINGS
Docent Quarterly Meetings: Second Saturday in March, June, September 10:00 am
First Saturday in December 10:00 am
Sonoma Petaluma Parks Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday10:00 am
Alternating Location: Sonoma Barracks and District Office, Petaluma

GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE
The Gazette and Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with General and Docent News and Events can be
found at sonomaparks.org
Gazette Editor Bob Alwitt (707)933-9795, spparks_membership@comcast.net

8 of 8

