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FROM THE (NEW) DOCENT CHAIR

MESSAGE FROM SPPARKS
As we start 2018, I hope we’ve all begun the
recovery process from the terrible wildfires of
October 2017, that we managed to find joy and
peace in the holiday season and that we have
hope for the new year.
SPParks starts the new year with two new Board
members: Suzanne Berube, formerly the Docent
Organization Chair for the 2015-2017 term, and
Scott Pace, a former Board member who has
returned to Sonoma after time in Redding, CA.
Before retiring, Scott was a CA State Park Ranger
for 30 years, 10 years of which were as
Supervisory Ranger in Sonoma. Both will be
valued members and we welcome them
wholeheartedly. We also welcome Ed Purkey, the
newly elected Docent Organization Chair for the
term 2018-2019 as Docent liaison. Also new for
2018, Bob Alwitt will pass the duties of
Membership Chair to Stephen Hamilton. At the
Annual General Meeting in November, we bid
farewell to Patrick Garcia, who retired from the
Board after over sixteen years of service. He will
be missed.
David Coronado, Board member and docent,
unfortunately lost his house in the conflagration
that consumed Fountaingrove in Santa Rosa. He
reports, “My wife, daughter, our cat and I are now
living on Mare island, which has a definite
connection to Mariano Vallejo, until we are able to
rebuild and return home to Santa Rosa. We were
overwhelmed by how extraordinarily kind people
were toward us following the fire.” David has
resumed docent tours and we hope to welcome
him back to Board activities early in 2018.
(continued on page 7)

I am feeling privileged and a little overwhelmed as I
begin serving as the Chair (president? I’ve heard
both used) of the State Park Docents. …[“For TWO
years?” said Karen, my wife. “Only four meetings a
year,” I replied….] I stand in the shadow of some
very capable past Chairs: Yvonne Bowers, Frances
Weiner, Suzanne Berube, to name only a few.
During December’s “Christmas in the Mission”
event, I again played the part of the grouchy
innkeeper in the Las Posadas all three sessions. I
watched the faces of well over 300 people —my
unoﬃcial count— as they sang Christmas Carols
by candlelight inside our beautiful Mission: wonder
on the children, smiling serenity on young couples,
satisfaction on those (like me) who are
“chronologically gifted in years.”
I realized then, and now, just how much the larger
community here deeply values the heritage and
appreciates the presence of these historic state
parks. I know in our presentations many of us hear,
“Wow, we’ve lived here for years and didn’t know
about this place.”
I hope each of us can stop for a minute to know
how much we are a significant part of enriching the
life of our community. Given the recent crises in
Sonoma County, the community needs all the
boosts it can get.

Edward Purkey, Docent Chair

Next Docent Quarterly Meeting
10:00 AM, Saturday, March 10th
Barracks A/V Room

MESSAGE FROM RANGER ROB

NEWS FROM THE VOLUNTEER
COORDINATOR

Greetings everyone, it’s been a rough few months
with the Sonoma Fires, but we managed to
struggle through. A few park staﬀ and volunteers
lost their homes and my thoughts and prayers are
with you, as you pick up the pieces and move
forward.

I thank all you wonderful docents for helping Parks
successfully complete an active year of serving
visitors at special events, public tours and our
school tour program.

Both our parks were closed because of the
encroaching fires and valuable historic artifacts
were removed and shipped to Sacramento. (More
about that from Carol Dodge in another column.)
The first to open after the fires was the Barracks
Store, towards the end of October. By Nov. 6, the
Mission, Barracks, and Barracks store were all
opened. One day later, we opened Petaluma
Adobe State Historic Park. The Vallejo Home
opened a few days later, although still missing a lot
of the artifacts. As you read this, most, if not all, of
the artifacts have made it back into the home.

Two long time docents, Mandy Weil, who served
since 2002, and Deirdre Lennihan, a docent since
2013, resigned this year to spend time with family.
Mandy gave tours at the Vallejo Home and the
Toscano Kitchen. I recall her excitement with
children as she elaborated on the old fashioned
Sears Roebuck mouse trap. Deirdre could be relied
on for tours and special events at the Petaluma
Adobe, catching the attention of visitors with her
expert carding and wool spinning. Mandy and
Deirdre, we wish you all the best. Martha McCabe,
who joined us in 2015, is retiring and we thank
Martha for her service at the mission.

Painting of the Toscano, the Vallejo Home and the
white-washing of the Barracks was interrupted by
the fires. Many of the structures were sprayed with
thermal gel during the fires and as we removed the
gel, post-fire, much of the underlying paint came
oﬀ. Fortunately, the buildings were still being
prepped so it was old paint. This job must be
rescheduled but it will be completed.

Docent recruitment continues to be a need along
with review and enrichment programs to maintain
high quality interpretive tours. A training committee
will begin meeting in January to assess needs and
to develop goals and objectives for the 2018
program. The committee will likely consist of two
members from the Docent Organization Board, two
field docents, and the VC. Please contact me if you
have the time and interest to contribute to the
program, particularly if you can assist with planning
and task initiation.

New staﬀ updates: Derek Shelly, State Park
Ranger, comes to us after working 7 years at
Samuel P. Taylor State Park. He replaces recently
retired Ranger Crystal Battles, and will be working
at Sonoma State Historic Park and at Petaluma
Adobe State Historic Park. Derek lives in Novato
with his wife and toddler son. Say Hi to him and
introduce yourself when you get the chance.
Daniel Joseph, Maintenance Mechanic, has been
added to our maintenance team. Dan lives in
Petaluma. Graham Saunders, Park Maintenance
Assistant, has been promoted from seasonal to
permanent status. Graham lives in Sonoma and
has been working mainly in Sonoma for about a
year.

A report compiling 2017 volunteer hours will be
completed in January, at which time park entry
passes will be issued by mail. Docents and
volunteers who fulfill the requested 40 hour
minimum receive a DPR Bay Area District entry
pass and those who provided 150 hours or more
receive a DPR Statewide entry pass.
Thanks to all the staﬀ, volunteers and docents who
made the Christmas at the Mission festival on
December 9 such a tremendous success. This
year’s addition of two living history demonstrations
and the Victorian Christmas Crafts Workshop led to
an “all hands on deck” occasion for park
employees and docents. Newly enlisted this year
were a Santa Claus, Petaluma Children’s Choir, 20th
Maine infantry, a miniature donkey, and a seven
month old camel. We sold out all three sessions at

In closing, I wish everyone Happy Holidays and a
Happy New Year! Thank you and I will see you out
in the parks!

Rob Pickett, Sector Supervising Ranger

(continued on page 7)
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SAVING OUR HERITAGE
Little did any of us realize when awakened the
morning of Monday, October 9 that the days and
weeks ahead would be unlike any we had
experienced before. It is unfathomable to know
the feelings of those awakened in the early hours
with little time to get out of their homes. For me, a
call to District Oﬃce put me on alert. District
Superintendent, Vince Anibale, and Park Managers
from District and Headquarters were already
activating a network of response measures.
Using our Disaster Preparedness and Emergency
Response Plan, details regarding access, floor
plans and locations and descriptions of predesignated priority artifacts were sent out to State
Park fire-trained personnel who would be first on
the scene at the Jack London Cottage, the cultural
site most threatened at the time from the Tubbs
fire.

Carol Dodge and Water Treatment Supervisors Bob Rice
and John Laroque at the Vallejo Home packing furniture
for transport to Sacramento.

page-double-sided plan fits easily in a wallet or
purse. A news article after the fire said about my
Pocket Response Plan that “…she carries the list
on her person at all times” this is close to the truth,
as I do keep it with me whether I am near or far.
The Plan provides direction and focus in what can
turn into a stressful situation.

Museum Collections Managers are encouraged
and supported in the development of Disaster
Preparedness Plans to facilitate an organized
response to potential threats to our cultural
heritage. California Preservation.org has taken the
lead on providing classroom and hands-on training
in this field. The Pocket Response Plan that they
share is a template that can be customized with
visitor and personal safety information, contact
numbers for supervisors and specialists, and in our
case the location and description of irreplaceable
artifacts to be protected if time allows. This one-

Throughout the following week, the response plans
and priority lists guided the swift move of
irreplaceable artifacts from many structures in our
local State Historic Parks. Headquarters provided
packing supplies and moving trucks, and District
Staﬀ stepped in to provide the needed labor.
Furnishings were safely trucked to and stored at
the State Museum Collection Center, a secure
State Park museum facility outside of Sacramento.
Now that the danger has passed, Museum
Technician Ronnie Cline and I are actively working
to bring the furnishings back and, with the help of
many of our co-workers, seeing the furnishings
bloom once again in their familiar surroundings.

Carol Dodge,Museum Curator II

Smoke above Vallejo Home
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HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES AROUND THE PLAZA
City and valley residents and visitors turned out to celebrate Christmas at the Mission festivities on December
9. Park staﬀ, docents, SPParks members and other volunteers did a wonderful job organizing and running all
these events without a hitch and to the great enjoyment of participants, young and old. It was a particular
challenge this year in the wake of the terrible fires of October that caused park closures, rescheduling of
events and personal losses. A salute to all those who made this festive evening possible.

Candles and Carols at the Mission
The Mission’s program went very well this year.
Under the glow of twinkling Plaza lights people
lined up to follow Joseph and Mary into the
Mission for the traditional candlelight singing of
carols. Frances Weiner and Dana Bravo (who is
expecting a baby at the end of January) made a
lovely couple as Joseph and Mary. Our donkey this
year, courtesy of Lyon’s Ranch, included a
shepherd handler. Ed Purkey did a wonderful job
as our Innkeeper. Thanks to Tyler Duchynski who
took on his brother’s tradition of greeting the
audience in Alta California soldier’s uniform. The
three performances were sold out.

photo by Bob Alwitt

Emily Walski, Guide I Historical Monument

Step Into the Past at The Blue Wing Inn
The Blue Wing Inn opened its doors to an evening
from the 1850s with hot cider, chestnuts,
barmaids and crafts. This rare opportunity to
enter the inn drew guests to explore one of the
oldest buildings in Sonoma. Barmaids served hot
cider and “Sheriff” Alex Coburn maintained order.
Children learned to make clove orange pomanders,
enjoying the spicy aroma as they created faces
and designs; others lined up to stamp their name
into a leather patch.
Visitors had a chance to meet the infamous Dr.
Bale (aka Troy Dunham). He was ready to tell you
about the pills, potions and surgical tools
(hacksaw!) in his medicine chests. Known for his
drunkenness and run-ins with M. G. Vallejo, he
possessed a brilliant mind and was well trained as
a physician by the finest schools in England. He
also ran a successful grist mill in Napa that is still
in operation under his name.

Alex Coburn, Park Interpretive Specialist

Sheriff Alex
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photo by Bob Alwitt

Barmaids Shelby Walski & Rachel Austin
photo by Joleen Ossello

Troy Dunham as Dr. Edward Bale
photo by Joleen Ossello

28TH ANNUAL VICTORIAN
CHRISTMAS CRAFTS WORKSHOP

Carol Lavaroni and Hannah Stevenson
photo by Bob Alwitt

Due to the terrible wildfires in October, the 28th
Annual Victorian Christmas Crafts Workshop had
to be cancelled. After 27 years, it was a great
disappointment, but we were so excited to be able
to incorporate the event into Christmas at the
Mission 2017. As part of a true community event,
the Barracks A/V Room was converted to a
“workshop” with six crafts to delight the children
who made ornaments, stocking stuﬀers and gifts.
There was barely room for Santa (aka Bob Cuff)
and his elf helper to find out who had been
naughty or nice this past year. It was wonderful to
be able to continue the long tradition.

Yvonne Bowers, VCCW Chair
Crafts in the Barracks A/V Room

(continued on page 6}

photo by Bob Alwitt
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PLAZA HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES

(cont. from page 5)

Rhea & Jacqueline Mossberger (20th Maine Company)
and Marcello with Robin Lyon
photo by Joleen Ossello

Campfire, Carols and a Camel at the
Barracks Courtyard
After browsing the Gift Store and sampling the
cookies offered in the alleyway, people entered
the courtyard to sit around the campfire and join
in the singing of Christmas carols under the
enthusiastic leadership of Dave Duplantier. After
your eyes adjusted to the darkness you could
make out a couple of large animals: Marcello and
Beverly, camel and donkey, respectively, tended
by members of the Lyon family. The Lyon Ranch
provides therapy animals and these were the
sweetest, most gentle creatures. Marcello is only
9 months old but already weighs 450 pounds and is
very huggable. Maybe it was the presence of these
furry friends that prompted a small fox to wander
by on the roof and wall of the barracks to
everyone’s delight. The courtyard provided
enough space for the 20th Maine infantry to pitch
a tended camp, complete with fires, lanterns, and
fireside cooking to engage the public in
discussions of what life was like for the typical
soldier of the 1850s and 60s.

Dave Duplantier, Park Interpretive Specialist

Mardello with Bob Lyon

photo by Bob Alwitt

MUSIC AT THE TOSCANO HOTEL
The building came alive with old time music from the
Pickle Creek String Band. Chuck, Nadya, Roy, Cheryl,
Ed and Andree entertained more than 300 people
during the course of the evening with bluegrass and
American folk songs from the 19th and 20th centuries
that they performed on the banjo, fiddle, bass,
guitar, mandolin, dulcimer and bodhran. The music
fit perfectly into the setting of the historic hotel.
This is the seventh consecutive year that the Pickle
Creek String Band has played at the Toscano Hotel in
conjunction with Christmas at the Mission.
Apparently it is their favorite “gig” of the year –
perhaps due to the perfect setting, the good
acoustics, and all the smiles.

Sharon Douglas, event coordinator
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Ella Rosa, Nyia Delauve and Sophia Buckley
photo by Bob Alwitt

photo by Bob Alwitt

MESSAGE FROM SPPARKS (continued from p. 1)

The Ramada has begun!

Our revitalized Events Committee is planning
some interesting and entertaining lectures and
concerts in 2018. If you have any ideas for events
you’d like to see, please email me at
yvonnebowers@mac.com and I’ll be sure to pass
it along.

On December 11 ground was broken in the
courtyard of the Mission for a new ramada. This is a
project that was first suggested ten years ago, in
1997. The ramada will cover the cooking station
and candle pot used by the Environmental Studies
Program. No longer will we have to rely on pop-up
canopies that bend when rain collects. We will also
be covered for Children's Day and other events
when the sun beats down on us. This is a welcome
addition to the Mission.

I know you’ve all heard pleas from our inimitable
Barracks Store Manager, Patrick Kearney, ably
assisted by Jan Oneto, for volunteers at the store.
The hours are manageable, the visitors are fun, we
can make use of your special skills and need your
help! If you have a few hours a week or a month
to volunteer, please contact Patrick at
pdk@sonomaparks.org. Thank you!

Emily Walski, Guide I Historical Monument

If you aren’t a subscriber to the Santa Rosa Press
Democrat, you’ll want to click on the link below to
read the article about the Barracks Store by
Dianne Reber Hart in the December 3
edition. Great coverage!
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/
7672088-181/sonoma-barracks-gift-storedelights?artslide=0
As we welcome January, everyone do your rain
dance. We need it!

Yvonne Bowers, SPParks President
photo by Emily Walski
FROM THE VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR (cont. from p.2

PARKS APPRECIATES ALL YOU DO!

the Mission, exhausted our craft supplies, hot
cider and cookies, but kept our good cheer and
warm feelings for visitors, friends and neighbors in
attendance. We continue to receive great reviews
from our Sonoma community.

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER
Thursday, January 18, 2018

Veterans’ Memorial Building

The Volunteer Appreciation Dinner was
rescheduled for Thursday, January 18,
5:30pm-7:30pm at the Veteran’s Memorial
Building. An announcement with further details is
included elsewhere in this Gazette. The park staﬀ
appreciates your eﬀort throughout the year and
wants to honor your service at this fun event.
Please come, please RSVP by January 10.

126 1st St E, Sonoma
Bring a guest, prefer vegetarian?
please RSVP by Jan. 10 to Joleen
joleen.ossello@parks.ca.gov

Joleen Ossello, Volunteer Coordinator

(707)938-9547
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Sonoma Petaluma Parks
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

LINKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks: http://sonomaparks.org
California State Parks: http://www.parks.ca.gov
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: www.petalumaadobe.com/
MEETINGS
Docent Quarterly Meetings: Second Saturday in March, June, September 10:00 am
First Saturday in December 10:00 am
SPParks Association Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday 10:00 am
Alternating Location, Sonoma Barracks and District Office, Petaluma
GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE
The Gazette and Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with News and Events can be found at
sonomaparks.org
Gazette Editor Bob Alwitt (707)933-9795, SPSHPAmember@comcast.net
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