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Interpretation * Experience * Education * Enrichment

DOCENT ORGANIZATION

And if October’s lists of events isn’t enough
the 25th Annual Victorian Christmas Craft
Workshop will again take place on the grounds
of the Vallejo Home on Sunday, November 16.
Please contact event Chair Yvonne Bowers if you
are interested in helping with a craft table.
Fall 2014 is certainly proving to be busy for state
park docents.
Fran Weiner, Docent Chair
bweiner@vom.com
(707) 290-2807

Welcome to the Fall 2014
edition of the Docent
Organization Gazette.
Docents have been busy this
past summer. In July the
S/PSHPA partnered with Buena Vista Winery for
a “Living History Extravaganza”. Ten costumed
docents participated by walking the grounds
of the winery telling stories about Sonoma’s
history. In August five costumed docents acted
as models for the mural project at the Casa
Grande site.

PARK UPDATE
It’s been a fun start to this new job as Volunteer
Coordinator. Many Docents I have had the
pleasure of working with for years while the
new docents that have joined
our group have added to
our success at interpreting
our rich Sonoma heritage. In
order to show appreciation
for all our volunteers we are
having our annual Volunteer
Banquet on Thursday October
23rd. I would like very much
to see all of you there. I can understand that not
everybody will be able to attend and for those
people I would like to express my gratitude for
your service and dedication to the State Parks.
You are certainly not forgotten.

Next month Pat Dennett, with assistance from
S/PSHPA Board Member Patrick Garcia, will
lead the popular “Legends and Lore” tour
around Sonoma’s historic Plaza. It will take
place on October 3rd,10th, 17th and 24th.
On October 4th the Petaluma Adobe will be the
scene of the annual Fandango. Volunteers are
needed that day, so if you’re interested please
contact Philip Herrschaft.
Docents will take a field trip to the historic
Castro Adobe in Watsonville on Saturday
October 18th. Contact Cathie Sandbach if you
are interested in joining this group tour.

Philip Herrschaft, Volunteer Coordinator
Philip.Herrschaft@parks.ca.gov
(707) 938-1519

And on October 23rd the Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner will be held at the Sonoma
Vets Building.
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PARKS ASSOCIATION NEWS
Thank you to all the docents
and S/PSHPA members who
volunteered to help with the
Flag Day event, the Living
History at Buena Vista Winery
and the production of “Two
Gentlemen of Sonoma”.
Although we had a lower turnout for “Two
Gentlemen of Sonoma” than we did when we
performed the show in Petaluma in 2012, there
was a consensus that the Barracks courtyard
space was great for outdoor performances. I
have been approached by a theatre company
about partnering with the association in 2015.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!
Due to the “Christmas at the Mission”
festivities on December 13th, the
Quarterly Docent Meeting
will be held
December 6, 2014
10:00am Barracks A/V Room.

PARKS ASSOCIATION
BOARD RETREAT

The wall repairs on the Petaluma Adobe and
a sample section of replastering will begin
the week of September 22nd. Board member
Jim Carr will be out there with our restoration
consultant Gil Sanchez and a crew from the
California Conservation Corps. I want to thank
State Parks staff, Cyndy Shaffer and Gerald
O’Reilly and especially Sector Superintendent
Vince Anibale for making this happen. The
Association was able to raise $40,000 for this
project.
The proposed Gift Shop relocation is in the
State Parks Interpretive Management Plan for
the SHP. The State Park wants to reclaim the
existing gift store space for additional exhibit
space and the Association would like more
visibility for the store. We will have the first draft
of the proposed Gift Store Plan for presentation
at the Association’s Annual General Meeting
on November 18th. The Association will also
be exploring how we can over the long term
assist State Parks to make repairs and help fund
additional improvements to enhance tours at the
Toscano.

Seated, left to right: Jeff Weiss, Sue Vargas, Bob Alwitt, Jim
Carr, Clinton Smith
Standing, left to right: Randy Widera, Patrick Garcia, Gregg
Stubbs, Yvonne Bowers, Vince Anibale, Philip Sales
(not pictured Fran Weiner, Anne Cox)

The Board spent September 10th on a full day
retreat working on initiatives and assessing
capabilities. We welcomed our two newest
Directors Clinton Smith and Jeff Weiss. The
Board also had presentations from Lauren
Dixon, ED of the Sonoma Parks Alliance, and
Marilyn Rubattino, Co-Founder Petaluma Craft
Guild. We were fortunate to be joined by our
Sector Superintendent Vince Anibale and we
kicked off the day with a “State of State Parks”
discussion with District Superintendent Danita
Rodriguez. The retreat workshop was facilitated
by Randy Widera.

The latest Parks Forward Commission Draft
(#2) recommendation was released on July
30th. The Commission is continuing to refine its
recommendations.
Philip Sales, President
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“DOCENT BOOKIES” BOOK CLUB

DOCENT LIBRARY

Thank you to Karla Noyes for leading discussion
of the book ”They Saw The Elephant: Women
In The California Gold Rush.” Jo Ann Levy’s
superbly researched work provided grist for the
mill of discussion at the Docent Bookie meeting
on Saturday, September 13th.

Our little docent library is open for business as
usual, with some recent embellishments: you
can still use the binder on the counter to look up
books by title or subject area but certain articles
and parks-related reports are also available for
download via the Docent Library website. Also
on the website find comments and book reviews
by our local docents, and see ”Lisa’s Brief Book
Blurbs for Beginners” for suggestions of short,
fascinating reads about California history.

The book discussion prompted Yvonne
Bowers’ personal reminiscences of family
history reaching back to the Gold Rush. Larry
Lien’s brief recital of mining practices and
miner’s fears were a
welcome addition. Many
different points of view
were expressed regarding
women’s roles during that
period. This writer noted the
animated dialogue among
the participants. Ms. Levy’s
book was clearly a highlight
assignment for all.

Thank you, Cathie Sandbach, for contributing
the Santa Eulalia Asistencia Workbook and
to Yvonne Bowers for donating a beautiful
picture book on Native American basketry. The
library always welcomes book contributions on
California History topics.

The next meeting of the Docent Bookies will
be held December 6th at 1:00 pm (after the
Quarterly Meeting) in the meeting room on the
second floor of the Barracks. The book we will
be discussing is “Pioneer Sonoma” by Robert
Parmelee. Everyone is welcome. Having read
the book is not required. Join us to hear some
opinions about early Sonoma - and share your
own.

Follow this link to the Docent Library and either
use the ‘read-only’ login and password shown
on the bottom-left of the window or sign-up to
become a participating member of the website.
If you have any questions about checking out
material from the Library, using the website, or
donating books and material please contact
Dean Nelson - deann@sonic.net
Lisa Tremblay

Tom Martin

DOCENT TRAINING
Our last training session (August 24th) for the Toscano Hotel and Kitchen. It was well organized thanks
to Sharon Douglas. She provided an informative lecture and tour. Docents Mandy Weil and Walter
Bank provided tours for the trainees that provided a wealth of knowledge and understanding of the
site nestled in the heart of the Sonoma Square. The intention of the Training Committee is to combine
training for the Mission and Barracks and find new ways to recruit docents. Docent Clinton Smith has
joined the committee. We are always looking for new ideas and fresh perspectives to enhance our
training sessions. Let us know if you have any ideas!
Philip Herrschaft, Volunteer Coordinator
Philip.Herrschaft@parks.ca.gov
(707) 938-1519
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The Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Park
Parks Association Presents:

“LEGENDS &
LORE”

One-Hour
Walking Tours
on Sonoma Plaza

hosted by Pat Dennett & Patrick Garcia
FRIDAY NIGHTS
OCTOBER 3, 10, 17
and 24, 2014
AT 6:30 PM
TOURS START IN THE
CASA GRANDE
COURTYARD
(between the Cheese
Factory and the
Toscano Hotel)
20 SPAIN ST.

$5.00 Adults
$3.50 Youth
Children 12 &
Under
Free
Cash Only at the
Door

Proceeds benefit the Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Park.
For more information, call 707.996.0926

HISTORICAL PERSONA DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES
At the Docent Quarterly Meeting on September 13th, Clinton Smith presented a list of resources
interested docents may use in developing their Historic Persona. If you did not receive a copy, please
contact Clinton at (707) 776-7355, email cmsphoto@mcn.org, or visit the Big Tent Docent Library at
https://www.bigtent.com/groups/docentlibry and click the “Files” tab. If you don’t have a login, use
the ‘read-only’ login and password shown on the bottom-left of the window or sign up to become a
participating member of the website.
If you have any questions about checking out material from the Library, using the website, or donating
books and material please contact Dean Nelson at
deann@sonic.net
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CASTRO ADOBE TOUR

We have scheduled the activities of our tour to visit the Castro Adobe (vintage 1822, California
Historical Landmark #998) in Watsonville on the weekend of October 18th-19th. Our trek will include
a stop at the Santa Cruz Mission (for those choosing to join us there) before our arrival for lunch and
tour of the Castro Adobe Saturday. We will stay over at the Best Western Rose Garden Inn and have
dinner nearby in Watsonville. On Sunday morning at 10:00 am we have tour of several buildings of
the Pajaro Valley Historical Association. Those attending are driving independently, and I am providing
directions. Those planning on including the Santa Cruz Mission should plan on leaving Sonoma by
8:45 am Saturday; if you’re skipping that part, you can leave an hour later (Santa Rosa docents may
need a little more time). If you are interested in joining the group, please let me know as soon as
possible, as some are awaiting a count of those attending. Thank you.
Cathie Sandbach
c.sandbach@comcast.net
707-938-2933
Note: the Castro Adobe recently became part of the California State Parks system. A copy of the
Historic Structures Report (HSR) is available in the Docent Library Section of the Bookies website.

Bob Alwitt, Statistics
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past. Join in the fun and learn the dance steps
of the times. The California Indian Museum
and Cultural Center will have a craft activity for
children and light refreshments will be served.
The event is from noon to 4pm. Admission for
adults (age 17 and older) is $3.00, children
(age 6 to 16) are $2.00 and ages 5 and under
enter free. Visitors should dress appropriately
for being out of doors. For the safety and
comfort of all visitors, please do not bring dogs.
Live farm animals onsite.

Festive Historic Dance Event
Celebrates the end of the Harvest
Season
and Welcomes Autumn
at Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park

Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park is located
at 3325 Adobe Road, Petaluma. For detailed
directions please visit www.petalumaadobe.com
California State Parks supports equal access.
Prior to arrival, visitors with disabilities who need
assistance should contact: Petaluma Adobe
State Historic Park at (707) 762-4871.

You are invited to the Petaluma Adobe State
Historic Park on Saturday, October 4, 2014.
Come to welcome autumn’s arrival as they
did in 1840’s by experiencing the dance and
music of a “Fandango”. The fandango was
not only a dance but also the name given to
an informal dancing party.

“GAZETTE” AND DOCENT SCHEDULE
ONLINE
The “Gazette” and Quarterly Docent Tour
Schedule updates, along with news and upcoming events, can be found on the Parks Association website at www.sonomaparks.org.

Holding a fandango during autumn was a
tradition at General Mariano Vallejo’s Rancho
de Petaluma, now Petaluma Adobe State
Historic Park. It was held to honor the toil of
the end of the harvest and the matanza, the
slaughtering season. The cattle of the rancho
were used to produce the mainstays of early
California’s economy, cattle hides and tallow.
The fandango also celebrated the work of
Native Americans, Mexicans, and Californios
who operated Vallejo’s successful enterprise.

S/PSHP PARKS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Association AGM will be on November 18th
at 6:00 pm at the Barracks A/V Room. We will
have snacks and wine. There will be an election
of new officers for the 2015-16. We encourage
you to attend. We currently have two vacancies
on the Board of Directors. We encourage you
if you are members of the Association to send
me an email expressing your interest and skills
that you could bring to the Board. My email is
psales6766@gmail.com. I would also be happy
to meet one on one with prospective candidates
Philip Sales, President

To start the event and celebrate State Parks
150th anniversary, the Sonoma County Pomo
Dancers will be doing an opening dance
performance at noon. This will be followed by
dances of the 1840’s performed by dancers
from California and Nevada. Hear the spirit
of Mexican California’s rancho era come
alive in the joyful live dancing music of the
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Craft Workshop
In  Memor)  of  Kay  Archibald

Sunday,  November  16,  2014
11:00  a.m.    -‐    3:00  p.m.

Rain  or  shine
General  Vallejo  Home  Sonoma  State  Historic  Park
West  Spain  StNeet  and  Third  StNeet  West,  Sonoma
Free  ReQeshments
$3  EntNance  Fee
Free  Admission  for  Children  12  Years  and  Younger
Children  must  be  accompanied  by  an  adult

Sponsored by California State Parks and the
Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Assn.
California State Parks supports equal access.
Prior to arrival, visitors who need assistance should contact (707) 938-9559

If you are interested in volunteering at the 25th Annual Victorian
Craft Workshop, call Yvonne Bowers at (707) 843-0109 or email
yvonnebowers@mac.com
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Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Association
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

LINKS
Sonoma State Historic Park
Petaluma State Historic Park
S/PSHP Parks Association
Events at the Petaluma Adobe
Docent Bookies

CALENDAR
October 23rd
November 18th
December 6th
December 6th

5:00 pm
6:00pm
10:00 am
1:00pm

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Association Annual Meeting
Docent Quarterly Meeting
Docent “Bookie” Meeting

Docent Quarterly Meetings

Veterans Bldg.
Barracks A/V Room
Barracks A/V Room
Barracks Conference Room

Parks Association Board Meetings

Second Saturday March,
June & September 10:00 am
First Saturday December 10:00 am

Second Tuesday 10:00amAlternating Location
Barracks, Sonoma &
District Office, Petaluma

Gazette Editor Yvonne Bowers (707) 843-0109 yvonnebowers@mac.com
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