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MESSAGE FROM THE DOCENT CHAIR
MESSAGE FROM SPPARKS
We are winding down 2017, aren’t we? I for one
am happy to put the 100 degree days behind me
and welcome the cooler weather and hopefully
rain.
This is a busy time for your SPParks Board. We
will have our annual “Retreat” where the Board
regroups, reprioritizes and has some educational
fun. The Board has decided to have a traditional
retreat (moderated meeting and goal-setting
session) every other year and a field trip the off
year. This is an “off” year so we are going to the
Pioneer Museum at the Presidio in San Francisco
on October 11, scheduled by our crack
Communications Outreach team (Jeff Weiss, Dave
Brummett and Jim Danaher).
The team also sponsored our first ever “History
Roundup” on September 13 at the Sebastiani
Winery. We invited the other main historical
organizations in Sonoma, the Sonoma Valley
Historical Society and the League for Historic
Preservation, to a “mixer” to discuss our common
goals, challenges and opportunities for
collaboration. Six attended from each group and
many good ideas came out of it. A follow-up is
being planned.
Regarding the proposed move of the Barracks
Store to the Toscano, the Board has decided to
remain at the Barracks location. Substantially
increased revenues at the present location and
more space, along with remodeling cost at the
Toscano location were considered. Both locations
are important interpretive venues and should
remain part of our Sonoma Parks community.
Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday
(continued on page 3)

On Tuesday, September 19, twenty five
members of the Petaluma Chamber of Commerce
Leadership Petaluma program toured the Petaluma
Adobe as part of a special History Day program
designed to expose up and coming “movers and
shakers“ in the Petaluma community to the town’s
rich history. Petaluma History Museum president
Kathy Barron-Fries organized the day. In support of
this outreach opportunity, State Parks graciously
waived the entrance fee. Docent Amy Southwick led
an informative and lively tour for the group, many of
whom had never visited the Adobe. Others admitted
to not having visited since a long ago school
overnight program. There were the usual comments
about driving by but not stopping.
Seizing the opportunity to generate
community interest in visiting the General’s rancho
and in preservation of the structure, I explained the
involvement of Sonoma/Petaluma Parks Association
(SSParks), in funding the repair and restoration of
the north wall. Many participants went away with
SSParks membership brochures.
Sometimes, opportunity just drops in ones
lap. As docents, we received an invitation to the visit
the Petaluma Museum. Is anyone interested?
[The mission of Leadership Petaluma is to sustain and
improve the quality of life in Petaluma through the
development of leadership skills in individuals from all
walks of life who wish to serve the community effectively.
This is accomplished through an ongoing educational
process whereby participating citizens can look in depth
at different aspects of the community.]

Suzanne Berube, Docent Chair

Petaluma Adobe Plaster Project

PARKS UPDATE
[This report is taken from the minutes of the September
12 SPParks Board Meeting recorded by Anne Cox,
SPParks Recording Secretary.]

There were a couple of unfortunate
instances of damage at the Parks within the past
month. At the Petaluma Adobe a car appeared to
have come up Casa Grande Rd and did not stop
at the Adobe Rd intersection. It careened into the
Park fence and cacti on Adobe Rd but fortunately
stopped short of the Adobe structure. There was
an attempted break-in at the Casa Grande Plaza
Servants Building; one set of doors was damaged
but no losses were noted. Parks would like to get
new security cameras for the Plaza.

SPPARKS received good news at their last
board meeting. Authorization has been received
from State Parks for another phase of the plaster
repair and restoration project for the walls of the
Petaluma Adobe. Board members and Parks staff
will be working out the details regarding timing and
logistics of the next phase of the resurfacing project.
We have to make sure the bats have left their nooks
and crannies within the walls before work can start.
Stay tuned for details.
Three years ago, in September 2014, adobe
expert Gil Sanchez led a crew from the California
Conservation Corps in repairing a section of wall as
a demonstration project. Repair of the north wall of
the structure was completed in June 2016. Funding
includes a commitment by the Native Sons of the
Golden West, a grant from the Sonoma Landmarks
Commission and proceeds from fundraisers
conducted by SPPARKS.

The fence at the Vallejo Home has been
repaired but painting of the house has been
delayed. Work on the Chalet to solve the bat
problem is not scheduled for this year but a
dehumidifier is now in place upstairs. The water
meter at the Blue Wing Inn has had a lock
installed to prevent improper access.

Jim Carr, SPParks project coordinator

Work leading to publication of a book of
the Jorgensen mission paintings is progressing. A
Forward and a map showing the mission locations
are needed. Publication before the end of the year
is still the goal.
Rob Pickett, Sector Supervising Ranger

PARKS APPRECIATES ALL YOU DO!
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER
Thursday, Oct. 26, 2017, 5:30 - 6:30pm

Veterans’ Memorial Building

NEW GUIDE ONE APPOINTED

126 1st St E, Sonoma

I am honored to announce
that I am the new Guide 1,
Historical Monument for
Sonoma SHP. It has been
about two years since
Jackie Barros retired to
Spain, and I have some
big shoes to fill. I will
continue to guide the
fourth grade tours and to
work on the Environmental

Bring a guest, prefer vegetarian?
please RSVP by Oct 15 to Joleen
joleen.Ossello@parks.ca.gov
(707)938-9547

SAVE THE DATE!

Program. I look forward to collaborating with
Joleen on special events, such as Christmas at the
Mission on December 9th. You will be able to find
me most days at the Mission and Fridays at
Vallejo’s Home.

NOVEMBER 12
VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS CRAFTS
WORKSHOP

Emily Walski, Guide 1
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AT THE GENERAL VALLEJO HOME

MESSAGE FROM SPPARKS (continued from p. 1)

PUBLIC RELATIONS NIGHT AT SSHP

November 15 - time and location to be announced.
This is an important meeting, open to all
Association members, volunteers and the public.
Along with Board elections, we will present our
accomplishments for the year, challenges for the
coming year and how SPParks supports the
California State Park via our three pillars of
Interpretation, Preservation and Awareness. We
hope to see you all there.

Sonoma State Historic Park hosted a “Thank You”
night for local media and visitors’ bureaus at the
downtown historic sites on September 21.
We have made an ongoing effort to publicize events
and activities of the Park such as hikes, campfires,
Jr. Ranger programs, and docent trainings. By
inviting the local reporters and staff of the visitor’s
bureau to see SSHP for themselves, we hoped to
foster these important relationships and further our
community outreach. Reporters from the Sonoma
Index-Tribune, The Press Democrat, and staff of the
Sonoma Valley Visitor’s Bureau attended.

Finally, we have our two big park events this time
of year: the very popular Victorian Christmas
Crafts Workshop November 12 at the Gen. Vallejo
Home and Christmas at the Mission on December
9, 2017.
I wish everyone a wonderful holiday season!

These ten guests toured the Mission, Barracks, and
Toscano Hotel before gathering in the Toscano
Kitchen for a social mixer. It came as a surprise to
discover that several had never toured the Park
before. The most often heard compliment came
from people who had not visited the Barracks Store.
The staff of the Sonoma Valley Visitor’s Bureau was
particularly happy to have a superb destination to
direct visitors searching for gifts and souvenirs.

Yvonne Bowers, SPParks President

DOCENT LIBRARY NEWS
Check out two new additions to the docent library
this fall: “A Selection of American Paintings at
Mission San Francisco Solano” and “Californio
Costumes.” The first was published in 1976 by
the Sonoma Valley Women’s Club as part of a
Sonoma Bicentennial event. Donated to the
library by Darlene Nye, it contains 40+ black and
white prints of paintings with Northern California
subjects including a portrait of General Vallejo,
Grace Hudson paintings of Pomo children, a
meeting of the San Francisco Bohemian Club,
boats on San Francisco Bay, Sonoma Valley
landscapes, and more. Costumers and
fashionistas will enjoy “Californio Costumes,” an
encyclopedic volume with detailed pen drawings
of dresses, pants, blouses, hats and other
accessories for the well-dressed Sonoman of the
first half of the 19th century.

This inaugural event was supported by SPParks.
Staff members Rob Pickett, Joleen Ossello, Emily
Walski, Phil McCulley, Melissa McLees, Kathy
Wolcott, Alex Coburn, Dave Duplantier, and Denise
Fowler and volunteers Jim Danaher, Sharon
Douglas, and Yvonne Bowers scattered throughout
the buildings to answer questions and provide
information.
With our big annual events (Victorian Crafts Faire
and Christmas at the Mission) approaching, we will
continue our push to promote the Sonoma State
Historic Park within the community. This PR “Thank
You” night was a great lead-off.

Remember that the Barracks gift store has a key
to the library available for docents’ use, and that
all books may be returned to the front desk at the

Denise Fowler, Park Aide

Next Docent Quarterly Meeting

Lisa Tremblay, Docent Librarian

AND

PLEASE NOTE!
THE FANDANGO SCHEDULED FOR
OCTOBER 7 AT THE PETALUMA
ADOBE HAS BEEN CANCELLED!

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON
10:00 AM, Saturday, December 2nd
Barracks A/V Room
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Bale Grist Mill Field Trip

FIRST SONOMA HISTORY ROUNDUP

Our fall docent field trip on October 20th is
to the Bale Grist Mill located between St. Helena
and Calistoga on Highway 29 in Napa County. Our
guide and miller will be Mario Scalise, who is
known for the high quality of his tours. This is still a
working mill and you will be able to buy several
types of flour products in the gift shop. We will be
shown the workings of the mill and see it in
operation, learn of its importance to the community
and the unusual way their lives moved forward from
the mid-1850s. There are connections between the
individuals involved and those included in our
interpretations in our own park. Dr. Bale was an
Englishman who met his wive in Monterey. She
was Maria Soberanes, Mariano Vallejo’s niece.
Some of their six children married into local families
whose names still are familiar today.

On Wednesday, September 13th in the
Founder’s Room of the Sebastiani Winery the
SPPARKS Board welcomed board members and
invited members of the Sonoma Valley Historical
Society and the Sonoma League for Historic
Preservation to meet and share ideas for working
together to highlight history in Sonoma and
Sonoma Valley. The attendees from the Historical
Society were Patricia Cullinan (President), Fred
Allebach, Carol Page, Tami Honeybourne and Will
Honeybourne. The League was represented by
Chuck Bingaman (Executive Director), Sue
Bingaman, Tracy Reynes and Nina Small. From
SPPARKS we had Yvonne Bowers (President),
Dave Brummett, Jim Danaher and Jeff Weiss.
Over wine and cheese each group shared
their mission, present activities and goals. A lively
discussion followed as participants shared ideas for
possible future ventures. Major concerns included:
Highlighting preservation needs, Finding ways to
highlight history, increasing the visibility of our
groups in the broader community. A list of ideas
was created and shared. Follow-up meetings will
focus on selecting projects.

Please contact me if you have questions.
Cathy Sandbach, field trip coordinator
c.sandbach@comcast.net

707-938-2933

SPPARKS Board members Jeff Weiss, Jim
Danaher and Dave Brummett organized the
meeting with support of Gary Geiger of Sebastiani
Winery.
Dave Brummet, SPParks Board member

left to right: Jim Danaher, Tami Honeybourne, Will
Honeybourne, Chuck Bingaman and Yvonne Bowers

CHRISTMAS AT THE MISSION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2017
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reconnecting to their past, and carrying on
traditions of their ancestors.

CULTURAL SENSITIVITY TRAINING
In early September, Nicole Lim, Director of
the California Indian Museum and Cultural Center
(CIMCC) in Santa Rosa, presented Cultural
Sensitivity Training to fifty docents and staff in the
Sonoma Barracks. Nikki, a lawyer, educator, and
native Pomo, developed this training program to
discuss contemporary issues in local educational
settings, and to provide us with ideas on how to
address the public regarding local Indian culture
from both the past and present. Nikki was
accompanied by her inspiring 15 year old daughter,
Jayden Lim, who shared a video of last year’s visit
to the White House in which she accepted the 2016
National Arts and Humanities Youth Program
Award from First Lady Michelle Obama.

The California Department of Parks and
Recreation recognizes its special responsibility as
the steward of many sites of cultural and spiritual
significance to living Native peoples of California.
Therefore, I wanted this training to connect docents
and staff with State Park Staff in Sacramento
working with Tribal Affairs. I was honored to have
the invitation accepted by Cultural Resources
Division Chief, Leslie Hartzell, along with Tribal
Affairs Program Manager, Paulette Hennum, and
Tribal Affairs Program Coordinator, Sarah Fonseca.
Their afternoon presentation focused on the State’s
processes prior to implementing projects or policies
that may impact Indian sites within the State Parks.
The Department actively consults with local Native
California Indian tribes regarding the protection,
preservation and/or mitigation of cultural sites and
sacred sites in the State Park System. For more
information on these policies, visit https://
www.parks.ca.gov/27306.

Most of the training was led by Nikki and
Jayden and included Seven Essential
Understandings – acknowledgement of inter-tribal
diversity, individual American Indian identities,
traditional beliefs and spirituality still in practice,
effects of historical foreign, state and federal
policies impacting and shaping tribal culture,
reservation system assumptions, histories being
rediscovered and revised, and the variable
sovereignty among tribes. For more information
visit http://cimcc.org/.

Joleen Ossello, SP Interpreter 1

EXPLORING MONTEREY, MAY 22-24
For any docent of “our” parks, a trip to
Monterey, the Spanish-Mexican capitol of Alta
California, is a treat. Mariano Vallejo was born
there, as a child he experienced the pirate raid that
sacked the tiny outpost, as a bright teenager
worked for and learned from both Governor Sola
and British merchant William Hartnell, and he
became an officer in the Mexican army at the
presidio there. That site is now a Catholic school
next to the original mission church founded by
Junipero Serra, who later moved the mission to
Carmel. The remaining church is architecturally
very interesting, an impressive Baroque cut-stone
edifice perhaps a mile from the beach of Monterey
Bay.

Jayden Lim (center), with her mother, Nicole Lim, accepts the
2016 National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award
from First Lady Michelle Obama.

I visited Monterey in May, stayed near the
oldest buildings in town and walked all over during
my two and a half days there, enjoying the
gorgeous gardens and the many repurposed
adobes with signage about their owners and
historical significance. I got a real sense of how
small Vallejo’s Californio world was: I saw his
sketch of their presidio (not the modern American
presidio) and a drawing of the town with its houses
(the number 400 sticks in my memory, but I’m not

In connection with our work at State Parks,
Nikki encouraged us not to erase current native
culture with the mistake of referring to populations
as “in the past”. She also explained that genocide
took place in California not only during the mission
era, but during the American period as well.
Because of this, many people do not think that CA
Native Americans are around today. This couldn’t
be farther from the truth as tribes thrive today,

(continued on page 6)
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TOSCANO TRAINING 2017

(Exploring Monterey, continued from p.5)

sure of what date that was or whether 400 was
citizens or homes). Unfortunately, it was not a
day when the school’s displays were open; but the
weather was lovely, so I walked on and continued
my “discoveries”.

On July 22 and 23 aspiring docents and
veterans gathered at the Toscano Hotel & Kitchen
for docent training and review. Dee Katson and
Carol Taylor are docent trainees, Wendy Patry and
Judy Haire had been on leave and are rejoining the
active roster. Others made presentations and some
just returned for an opportunity to pick up new
knowledge.

Down on the bay front (maybe a mile away) are
other State Park buildings, but only one was open
– and I got there too close to 5pm to get beyond
the gift shop with its fascinating books. The
original Customs House has been moved into this
complex, and I was very disappointed to find that
I’d come too soon in the year to get inside or talk
to the docents/guides.

Tea time in the Toscano Kitchen: clockwise, Wendy Patry,
Dee Katson, Judy Haire, Suzanne Berube, Joleen Ossello,
Mike Owens, Tamra Rollins, Sharon Douglas, and Helen
Herbaugh.

Sharon Douglas provided details of the arrival of
Settimo & Amelia Ciucci from Tuscany, founders of
the hotel that remained in existence for nearly
seventy years. Walter Bank led an informational
tour of the hotel highlighting the influences of early
Sonoma immigrants.

Oliver Larkin’s home and garden (a State
Park site) and related buildings dating to his time
and the early American occupation are on the
same block as today’s art museum. Because my
visit was before the tourist season most State Park
buildings were closed, and a large complex of
mercantile buildings across from the bus transit
mall are undergoing major renovation, I could get
only a visual sense of the appearance of the old
buildings. I happened upon the adobe that the
Fremonts lived in at some point, which is today a
very popular bakery and coffee shop. (Jesse
Fremont reported that she appreciated a helpful
neighbor who had a cow and offered milk for the
baby).

Docent Paul Kenny shared his research on the
1850’s John G. Ils Company of San Francisco that
specialized in French cooking ranges. Ils became
the pioneer stove manufacturer of the Pacific Coast
after his travels in France revealed very useful

Colton Hall was built as a school and served as
the site of the constitutional convention that thenSenator Vallejo attended as a delegate from the
Sonoma district, the others being Semple and
Walker. A local group gives a good tour about the
beginning of California statehood. Look at the
map and see the extent of the Sonoma district,
half the width of the state and up to the northern
border. Nearby is the old stone jail and several old
adobe homes with interesting histories.
Amy Southwick, docent

(continued on page 7)

6 of 8

(Toscano Training, continued from page 6)

disappeared over time at the museum, increasing
the need to accompany the visiting public along
their tour. “Basically, the black rope is to protect
the artifacts from direct public access”, claimed
Ronnie. Docents were also trained to assist with
dusting and sweeping, as this weekly task is
among many others for the curatorial staff
overseeing some 30,000 artifacts in the Bay Area
District’s museums.

cooking ranges constructed to be well adapted to
the use of soft or hard coal. The “cooking range” or
simply the “stove” as we call it, was built and
shipped from San Francisco to the Toscano
Kitchen sometime between 1850 and 1900.
Led by Park Museum Curator II, Carol Dodge, the
group took the opportunity to review museum
records inside the hotel, revealing artifact origins
and history. Binders are located at the bar for
docents to examine the information on their own.
“An important part of museum curation is learning
that museum artifacts are simply irreplaceable”,
says Carol. There are guidelines for the cleaning
and caring of each piece that newly hired
Curatorial Technician, Ronnie Cline, assists with
on a regular basis. Docents learned there are
“irreplaceable” rugs in the upstairs rooms, a main
reason for the lack of public access. We also
learned that a number of artifacts have

As volunteer coordinator, I am appreciative
of the commitment of attending docents to
enhance their tours and deliver inspiration to new
trainees for one of Sonoma’s oldest commercial
buildings.
Joleen Ossello, Volunteer Coordinator

PUBLIC EVENTS IN OCTOBER AT OUR PARKS

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM AND THE CAMPFIRE
PROGRAM ARE AT THE PETALUMA ADOBE IN OCTOBER
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Sonoma Petaluma Parks
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

LINKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks: http://sonomaparks.org
California State Parks: http://www.parks.ca.gov
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: www.petalumaadobe.com/
MEETINGS
Docent Quarterly Meetings: Second Saturday in March, June, September 10:00 am
First Saturday in December 10:00 am
SPParks Association Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday 10:00 am
Alternating Location, Sonoma Barracks and District Office, Petaluma
GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE
The Gazette and Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with News and Events can be found at
sonomaparks.org
Gazette Editor Bob Alwitt (707)933-9795, SPSHPAmember@comcast.net
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