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MESSAGE FROM THE DOCENT CHAIR

Spring 2019

I want first to join with all the Docents who were 
fortunate enough to come to the Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner at the Veteran's Auditorium last 
month in expressing our gratitude!  The food was 
superb and the program was great! 

I had the privilege of honoring some exceptional 
and faithful folks who have served both us and the 
Parks for so long. Each had recently retired from 
our Docent ranks. Carol Lavaroni, Eriz McVey, 
Cathie Sandbach, and Gordie Stedman (in 
absentia) were each presented a copy of the book 
California Missions: The Paintings of Chris 
Jorgensen. Carol and Eriz served terms as Docent 
Chairs in the formative early years, Cathie for years 
arranged our Docent Field Trips, and Gordie served 
in docent training. 

I also note that Pete Rizzo is retiring after nearly 
20yrs (!) in the time-intensive job of Scheduler.  His 
work both at our Quarterly Meetings (“…please, 
everyone, would you pass the clipboards as 
noted?…”) and the countless hours compiling and 
revising the schedules has been substantial.

Our Volunteer Coordinator, Joleen Ossello, is busy 
bringing our Parks (literally) online with the new 
State Parks & Recreation software system for 
Volunteers. In the near future, we will be signing up 
for our shifts at the various locations via the 
internet.  Special allowances are being established 
for those docents who do not have such access. 
There are bound to be growing pains during any 
transition from a paper system to a computerized 
one.  We will be hearing more in the coming weeks 
about how this will work, so please keep 
alert, ...and stay tuned!

Edward Purkey, Docent Chair

The SPParks board divides its interests into three 
categories: Awareness, Preservation and 
Interpretation. This season our Awareness events 
are the Petaluma “Butter & Eggs” parade on April 
27 and Pueblo Day in Sonoma on June 22.

• Anne Cox is leading the effort to create the 
“Butter and Eggs” parade float. The theme 
involves puns (a play on words).  We’ll use 
the familiar State Parks “stake side” flat-bed 
truck and decorate it to look like a steer.  
Now, that is a pun in itself. Volunteers are 
needed to decorate the float and to 
participate in the event.  The parade is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 27th. Please 
contact Anne (coxfam@aol.com) if you want 
to help and join in the fun. 

• Pueblo Day will be on Saturday, June 22nd 

mailto:coxfam@aol.com
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FROM THE VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATOR

Staff and committee planning has been underway 
as this new park season blooms with special 
events, 4th grade students, vacationing visitors and 
our Sonoma community. Please consider assisting 
with activities for Sheep Shearing Day at the 
Petaluma Adobe and Children’s Day at the Mission. 
These are two traditional and long running events in 
which docents and volunteers have the opportunity 
to create memories and foster park connections 
with young visitors.  (See the updated 2019 events 
schedule for dates and contact information.) 

At our last quarterly meeting, a new protocol for 
shift sign ups was announced. Docent Chair Ed 
Purkey has stepped forwardto assist with 
scheduling changes through the current quarter.  
Please email Ed at canyonpastor@gmail.com if you 
are adding shifts. The most updated schedule can 
still be found at www.sonomaparks.org under the 
Docent tab. Thanks to Pete Rizzo, for his decades 
of service to the scheduling of the VIP program, you 
left big shoes to fill!

Over the next couple months we’ll be transitioning 
from our current paper tracking system to an 
electronic format. Please visit https://
www.betterimpact.tv/VI-demo-usa/the-volunteer-
experience/ for an introduction to the database CA 
State Parks Volunteers are transitioning to. 
Learning how to set up the system for our programs 
is no small feat. In a nutshell, you will each have 
your own login, profile and account. I have 
scheduled training sessions for volunteers, docents 
and staff to learn how to access and utilize the 
system.This will include submission of all hours at 
special events, individual enrichment and docent 
shifts.You will be able to see opportunities and track 
your own progress throughout the year!  

I am dedicated to helping each of you through this 
transition, so please reach out with any concerns. 
By training staff, volunteers without electronic know 
how will log their hours with staff assistance at their 
respective sites. Keep an eye out for email 
correspondence introducing you to the program and 
an opportunity to sign up for an upcoming training. I 
anticipate a full transition by our next quarterly 
meeting. I have confidence that Better Impact offers 
us a new sense of individualism, freedom, simplicity 
and flexibility.

(continued on p. 4)

MESSAGE FROM RANGER ROB

Joleen and I met with SPParks board members in 
early February and presented our proposed budget 
for SPParks-funded projects. A total expenditure of 
about $53,600 was approved. This covers several 
projects at the Vallejo Home, including a restoration 
of the rose garden area, deferred maintenance 
projects at several venues, and Special Events and 
interpretive materials.  

There are plans for ADA accessible walkways to be 
installed at both the Mission and the Vallejo Home 
and Chalet. There are still design proposals to be 
considered so the start date for this is not known. A 
gate will be installed at the Casa Grande parking 
lot, probably during the summer, that will allow 
State Parks to close the lot during evening hours 
and during resurfacing of the lot. Restoration plans 
for the walls of the Petaluma Adobe now includes 
some wall stabilization. Due to the cost this project 
will be broken down into several phases. Start date 
unknown. Spanish language SPSHP brochures are 
scheduled to be printed this spring and made 
available for distribution shortly thereafter.

 Noah Stewart has 
joined the Bay Area 
District as a State 
Historian III. He will 
oversee the Cultural 
Resources Program for 
the District and is a 
great addition to the 
team. He has nearly 20 
years of experience in 
Historic Preservation 
and Cultural Resources 
Management and has 

R

worked as archaeologist, historian and architectural 
historian throughout California. He is most proud of 
his work on the San Francisco Oakland Bay Bridge 
East Span Seismic Safety Project in which he 
worked with the Oakland Museum of California to 
develop an exhibition telling stories of how people 
and nature together have shaped the San Francisco 
Bay area. In his off time he enjoys tending to his 
carnivorous plants collection (Nepenthes), eating 
ramen and dragging his two children, Ava (14) and 
Oliver (12), outside to explore the world. Welcome 
Noah! 

ob Pickett
Supervising Ranger

mailto:canyonpastor@gmail.com
http://www.sonomaparks.org
https://www.betterimpact.tv/VI-demo-usa/the-volunteer-experience/
https://www.betterimpact.tv/VI-demo-usa/the-volunteer-experience/
https://www.betterimpact.tv/VI-demo-usa/the-volunteer-experience/
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MESSAGE FROM SPPARKS (continued from p. 1)

and will include a look into the Casa 
Grande servants’ quarters. This event will 
be a joint venture of SPParks, the Sonoma 
League for Historic Preservation and the 
Sonoma Historical Society (Depot 
Museum).

One of our Preservation goals is to assist in 
funding plumbing repairs and wall restoration at 
the Petaluma Adobe SHP. We also will support the 
restoration of Vallejo’s rose garden at the Vallejo 
Home under Lynn Luzzi’s leadership. 

Our support for Interpretation began in February 
with an oral history discussion and coffee at the 
Toscano Hotel and Kitchen.  Two “locals” David 
Viviani and Montgomery Toscano related 
memories of their past times involving the old 
hotel.  On April 18, Peter Meyerhof will present a 
lecture on ”The Sonoma Barracks and Military 
History of Early California.” in the Mission 
chapel. SPParks is planning to host three or four 
lectures in 2019.

One of my goals as president is to prepare for the 
2023 bicentennial birthday of the Mission.  Please 
let me know if you have any ideas on how to 
commemorate the founding of Mission San 
Francisco Solano. Finally, docents and SPParks 
members are reminded to take advantage of 
membership discounts offered at the Sonoma 
Barracks Store.

Jim Danaher, SPParks President

DOCENT BOOK READING

Ellen McBride was kind enough to provide us 
with the following information re June’s 
reading:
The Spanish West  by Time-Life Books, 1976, 
240 pages.  Lots of interesting pictures/
renderings, maps and photos. Gives good bios 
of Santa Ana and other Mexican leaders.  Also 
gives good info on the political situations in 
Mexico and on the development of Arizona 
and New Mexico... and of course much of it 
deals with California.  Easy read.
The Sonoma library has 3 copies. Can get a 
copy on Amazon.

Tom Martin, Head Bookie

Peter Meyerhof Lecture April 18
Popular local historian Dr. Peter Meyerhof will 
deliver the first lecture of the 2019 season at the 
Mission Chapel on April 18 on ”The Sonoma 
Barracks and Military History of Early California.” 
The history of the Barracks reflects the 
cooperation and the conflict between Californios 
and Americans in the tumultuous years between 
1840 and the Civil War. The Barracks is the oldest 
remaining structure built during the Pueblo period 
when General Vallejo was attempting to defend 
the northern frontier of California from invasions 
by Russians, Americans and antagonistic Native 
American tribes. The Bear Flag Revolt and the 
arrival of American soldiers changed the dynamics 
and needs of the population.
The talk will begin at 7 pm on April 18 in the 
Sonoma Mission chapel. All are invited and 
admission will be $10 general, $5 for SPParks 
members, free to SSHP docents and park staff. 

Lisa Tremblay, SPParks Events Chair

PATRICK KEARNEY LEAVING
The SPParks Board of Directors regrets to 
announce that our store manager, Patrick 
Kearney, has tendered his resignation effective 
April 30.  Patrick and his partner are relocating to 
Rancho Mirage and as Patrick says, that is not a 
daily commute that he can handle! We all wish 
Patrick the very best in his new life … he will be 
sorely missed.
Patrick was appointed our store manager in May 
2015 shortly after he moved to Sonoma from 
Connecticut. In the past four years, Patrick has 
transformed the Association’s store operations, 
more than doubling the annual sales and, more 
importantly, growing the net contribution by more 
than five times. Today our store operations 
contribute more than sixty thousand dollars to the 
Association to support our mission of growing 
awareness, improving interpretation and helping 
preserve our State Parks historic properties. 
Patrick has always offered a friendly welcome to 
our store visitors and has been constantly looking 
for ways to reach beyond our traditional operations 
to improve visibility and effectiveness of our 
association while reaching out and being engaged 
in our community. 
Please stop by the Barrack’s store before the end 
of April to thank Patrick for his many contributions 
to our Association.

Stephen Hamilton, SPParks Treasurer
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Volunteer Coordinator (continued from p. 2)

In appreciation of your 2018 commitment to the VIP 
program you received a district wide park pass for 
40+ hours of service or a state wide park pass for 
150+ hours of service. Our Sonoma/Petaluma 
volunteer team contributed 4,154 hours.  With nine 
new docents from the fall training and a system to 
track your individual hours, I anticipate greater shift 
coverage and at least a 10% increase in total hours 
for 2019.  I look forward to an exciting year of 
positive change and teamwork toward a robust, 
effective and hearty volunteer program.   

Volunteer Coordinator, Joleen Ossello

THE DOCENT CLASS OF 2018/2019

Joleen Ossello, Volunteer Coordinator

Sharon Savage, Cheryl Durinick, Vera Svalgaard, 
Joleen Ossello, Greg Corby, Angelo Sassi, Jerome Knill 

(photo Bob Alwitt)

(Ed. note. This is another installment in our series of 
brief biographies of our new docents.)

Angelo Sassi.   I moved to Sonoma last year to be 
close to my daughters. Previously I had lived in 
Malibu for five years where I was a Docent and Day 
Leader at the Adamson House  Museum, a historic 
house and garden within a state park. I enjoyed the 
docent experience and wished to continue that in a 
new historic state park environment. My earlier life 
included a decade as proprietor and manager of a 
vineyard and winery in Neive, Italy, in the Piedmont 
region. Before that I had  a long career with 
Bechtel, Ltd., a large international engineering and 
construction company. I have a law degree from the 
University of London and master degrees in 
chemical engineering from the University of 
Bologna, Italy, and UC Berkeley. 
                                                   (continued next column)

Sharon Savage.   Volunteering is s part of me. 
Both of my parents were long time volunteers.
I learned at a young age it was important to 
volunteer in whatever community I lived. I have 
lived many places, San Francisco, Muir Beach, 
Montana, Whidbey Island and everywhere my  
contacts from volunteering are my long time 
friends. Here in Sonoma it has been the Bouverie 
Preserve, where I volunteer each Monday morning 
as a land steward, and the Toscano Hotel where I 
volunteered from 2006-2012 before it was part of 
the State Park System. That was a wonderful 
learning experience about early Sonoma.  Now, 
becoming a docent at the Vallejo Home, his life 
and history has further enriched my knowledge of 
this town, Sonoma, in which I now live and 
volunteer. Also I love to wear costumes!

Vera Svalgaard.   I was born in Belgium, just after 
WWII and grew up in a Catholic family in a large 
house and garden in the country side. Of course, I 
went to  Catholic schools, from nursery school 
through college - a reason why I feel so comfortable 
in a 'Catholic' mission! (Although I do not consider 
myself Catholic any more). I worked as a language 
teacher in between living in Belgium and the US. 
The age of my students went from Middle School 
to.. Senior Citizens! (in Belgium one was 
considered 'senior' at age 55). They were my 
favorite group and many became good friends.  As 
for hobbies: I love reading, drawing, playing the 
piano (although with all the moving, my fingers 
have become stiff, as there was not always a piano 
at hand) and being a docent! Lace making, the craft 
Belgium is known for, is also one of my interests. I 
love learning and history and sharing it with other 
people. I was a docent at the Museum of Fine Arts 
in Houston. It's a pleasure to meet with so many 
people interested in the local history (which is also 
my history since I became a US citizen in 2017) 
and learning from them. I hope I will be able to do it 
for many years! 

Six more graduates of the Docent Training Class of 
Fall 2018 were recognized at the Docent Quarterly 
Meeting in March.  Please welcome Greg Corby, 
Cheryl Durinick, Diane Madden, David Mechling. 
Angelo Sass and Sharon Savage to our docent 
community. These are the final graduates from the 
Fall 2018 Training, joining Kathy Paulsen, Jerry 
Pozo and Vera Svalgaard who had qualified during 
the previous quarter.

We gained five new long term volunteers out of the 
2018 Recruitment and Fall Docent Training 
Program who will be assisting with special events 
and enrichment workshops.  These folks include; 
Rose Clark, Kathleen & Cailin Kosman, Jerome 
Knill and Will Hart. Welcome aboard!



Petaluma Adobe Stabilization
For the past year SPParks has been developing a 
corrective course of action for the stabilization of 
the Petaluma Adobe. Under the direction of project 
consultant Gilbert Sanchez and with the aid of 
structural engineers and contractors, three critical 
project areas were identified. 

Project #1 is a cantilevered porch area located 
near the main entry of the Adobe  (south-west 
corner). The porch is stabilized by a deteriorating 
wing wall and some wood beams. This has been 
identified as a hazardous area, with cost estimates 
ranging up to $90,000 to construct a new, 
reinforced, supporting adobe wall. Considering the 
hazardous condition that exists in this portion of the 
Petaluma Adobe, SPPARKS has identified this area 
as the most critical, requiring immediate attention. 

Project Area #2 is 
identified as room 
102 (the Entrada 
[main entrance]) on 
the 1st floor, and 
room 202 (Vallejo 
living quarters) on the 
2nd floor. Upon 
inspection, both floors 
were found to be 
shifting/settling 
towards Adobe Road. 
To correct the 
structural shifting of 
the walls and make 
repairs on interior 
walls, a project 
estimate is in excess 
of $180,000. 

Project Area #3, is located on the northeast side of 
the Adobe where the exterior walls were re-
plastered last year. The problem areas are 
identified as the interior walls of the 1st and 2nd 
floor rooms  (105 & 204), which are pulling away 
from existing corner pillars.  Cost for Project Area 
#3 is approximately $50,000.   

To date SPParks has committed $33,000 in design 
and engineering costs. Grants in the amount of 
$20,500 have been secured to date, to be used for 
construction. Additional funding sources are being 
researched, including the Native Sons of the 
Golden West, who may be able to assist us through 
a statewide grant, a local grant, or both. Stay tuned!

Jim Carr, Board Member

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Every year, our Sonoma Petaluma State Historic 
Park shows its appreciation for its volunteers 
(docents, gardeners, maintenance workers, Special 
Event participants and SPParks members) by 
treating us to a Park-hosted dinner.  This year the 
event was again held at the Veterans Memorial 
Building in Sonoma on January 24, 2019.

As a docent, Victorian Craft Fair coordinator, 
Barracks Bookstore volunteer and SPParks Board 
Member, I’ve attended many of these dinners, even 
receiving a Golden Poppy Award in 2018, and 
they’ve always been entertaining and rewarding but 
none as nice as this year.

The theme was Hawaiian and we were all given 
leis when we arrived.  We were entertained by an 
authentic hula dancer and enjoyed wonderful 
Hawaiian food.  It was a bit of an “island vacation” 
in the middle of a cold and rainy winter.

The dinner was very well-attended.  It’s always 
great to see other docents and volunteers together 
in one place enjoying wine and food and being 
served by our wonderful Park staff.

Thank you to Joleen Ossello, Volunteer 
Coordinator, and the rest of the Park staff who 
served, bussed tables, bar-tended, and otherwise 
showed us we were an important and appreciated 
part of the Park family.

Yvonne Bowers, SPParks Board Member and Docent
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A “Paisano” Interview
On February 22nd, Joleen Ossello and I, and a 
room full of Toscano docents, hosted an oral-
history interview with Montgomery (Montie) 
Toscano and David Viviani, two long-time Sonoma 
residents with an interest in the history of Sonoma 
and, specifically, Sonoma’s Italian heritage. For 
many years, the Toscano Hotel & Kitchen was 
home to Italian immigrants and a gathering place 
for the Italian community here in Sonoma.  This 
interview was intended to enlighten our 
understanding of the Italian immigrant experience 
in California and Sonoma, and to capture any 
memories related to the Toscano Hotel. In addition 
to Montie and David, Don Sebastiani stopped by 
briefly to contribute to the discussion. The 
interview was recorded by Denise Fowler-Horsfall 
of SPSHP.  

Montie Toscano’s grandparents came to California 
from Italy and he talked about how multiple 
generations later it is still important for him and his 
family to maintain their Italian heritage. He and his 
children have dual citizenship. He has strong ties 
with Sonoma through his wife’s family (the Berto 
family) as his mother-in-law served as city clerk for 
Sonoma for more than 40 years. 

Montgomery Toscano (left) and David Viviani (right)

David Viviani’s grandfather, Celso Viviani, arrived 
in Sonoma in 1910 from Lucca, Italy.  According to 
David, Sonoma had a thriving Italian immigrant 
community during the early and mid-1900s. So 
much so, that when Italian immigrants arrived in 
Sonoma they were welcomed in their native 
language. Celso worked in the quarries north of 
Sonoma (note that many of the residents of the 
Toscano Hotel at that time were quarry workers). 

Celso’s other occupations included operating 
Samuele Sebastiani’s distillery and (during 
Prohibition) making cheese for the Vella family. He 
went on to establish the Sonoma Valley Creamery 
which eventually became the Sonoma Cheese 
Factory. The Sonoma Cheese Factory and the 
Toscano Hotel operated side-by-side for about 10 
years (1945–1955) and David shared recollections 
of Jack Walton (the proprietor and bartender during 
that time) and of meals and gatherings (and the 
somewhat eccentric dishwasher) at the Toscano 
Kitchen. 

Montie, David and Don all noted that their families 
continue some of the traditions and customs 
brought from Italy several generations ago and 
emphasized that Sunday dinner with their families is 
still an important part of their lives. What a privilege 
it was to interview these gentlemen and share in 
their memories! We all left with a better 
understanding of how the Toscano Hotel played a 
role in weaving together the fabric of Sonoma and a 
truer appreciation of why the roasted chicken, ravioli 
and other Italian specialties served family-style at 
the Toscano Kitchen were important to the Italian 
community here in Sonoma. 

CRAFT WORKSHOPS AT THE MISSION
This is the time of year when the mission is liveliest, 
with fourth graders and their families busily working 
on class reports. This year, twice-monthly hands-on 
history presentations added to their experience. 
Students age 8 and older were welcomed in the 
Mission courtyard on Saturdays to learn about the 
animals, crops and products of the mission. They 
learned about candle-making, cattle branding, 
cornhusk doll assembly, wool and weaving, food 
preparation and embroidery. It was a great 
experience for all and we will continue it next year.

Emily Walski  embroidery workshop (photo J. Ossello) 

          Sharon Douglas, Vice-Chair Docent Organization

Emily Walski, Guide 1
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Pete Rizzo Says Farewell
It has been a fun 20 

years, scheduling tours for 
the SPSHP Docents. When I 
joined in 1998 we only did 
three one-hour tours at the 
Mission and Vallejo Home on 
weekends, with around 25 
docents. Shortly after I joined 
I volunteered to do the 
scheduling. Scheduling was 
done pretty much as we do it 
now – passing the sign-up 

I have enjoyed doing tours and preparing the 
schedule. But most of all, I greatly appreciate the 
many good friends I have made from a fine group of 
fellow docents. My best wishes to all of you.

 sheets around at the quarterly docent 
meeting. Even with that few docents it was difficult 
to get the sign-up sheets around the table by the 
end of the meeting. The scheduler then typed, 
copied and stuffed the final schedule into 
envelopes, and mailed it.

Since then, we added Mission tours on 
Fridays, increased the number of hours offered 
daily and added tours in the Barracks. When the 
Petaluma Adobe was merged with SSHP we picked 

up tours there and, finally, we adopted the Toscano 
Hotel with its own docents. At one point, we had 
almost seventy docents and increased the number 
of tour hours to accommodate that number. Then 
we began publishing the schedule via e-mail - 
greatly decreasing the number of hours needed to 
publish the schedule. (It’s amazing how long it 
takes stuffing envelopes, and licking the seal on 
the envelops can be very dangerous.) And now, 
the scheduling is being gobbled up by the State 
Parks computer system.

Pete Rizzo

NEXT QUARTERLY DOCENT MEETING

SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2019

10;00 AM, BARRACKS A/V ROOM
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Sonoma Petaluma Parks 
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

8 of 8

LINKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks (SPParks): http://sonomaparks.org

Sonoma State Historic Park: http://www.parks.ca.gov/sonomashp
                Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: http://www.parks.ca.gov/petalumaadobeshp

GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE

The Gazette archive, Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with News and Events can be found at 
sonoma parks.org. 

Gazette Editor: Bob Alwitt (707) 933-9795, SPParks_Membership@comcast.net

MEETINGS

Docent Quarterly Meetings: Sonoma Barracks A/V Room, Second Saturday in March, June, September, 
10:00 AM, First Saturday in December, 10:00 AM

SPParks Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday, 10:00 AM


