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Meet Ari DeMarco, Our New Volunteer 
Coordinator

Hello Docent Volunteers! I'm so excited to begin 
my new position as your part-time Volunteer 
Coordinator. I spent most of the last decade 
studying ecology in Oregon and Hawai'i (I really 
like bugs) but I recently moved back to my 
hometown of Petaluma. As someone who grew 
up here, I’m interested in learning more about 
local history, working locally, and helping you to 
foster a sense of place with park guests. Most of 
my relevant experience is training students in 
ecological research methods and organizing my 
own research projects, but I've volunteered for a 
number of different organizations over the years, 
and I definitely appreciate everything that 
volunteers can contribute - as well as the effort 
that is needed to encourage a dedicated 
volunteer community. I'm looking forward to 
getting to know everyone and helping you all with 
the great work that you do. See you at the Parks! 
Ari DeMarco

Parks Association Annual General Meeting 
in November

The AGM will be held on Wednesday November 18 
in the Barracks AV Room from 5:30-7:00PM. All 
members of the Parks Association are urged to 
attend. In addition to food, drink and good company 
you will hear reports on progress of the repairs at 
the Petaluma Adobe and planning for the relocation 
of the Gift Store from the Barracks to the Toscano 
Hotel. This is when we vote on appointment of 
Board members.  

We will also be voting on a new name for our 
organization. The Board has held numerous 
discussions on the need for “rebranding” to achieve 
greater recognition, both locally and regionally, of 
our work supporting our local state historic parks. 
As a first step, we considered that Sonoma/
Petaluma State Historic Parks Association is a long 
and clumsy name that is difficult to say and write 
correctly. The Board has selected a new simpler 
name, Sonoma Petaluma Parks, and the 
membership will be asked to vote approval of this 
name change at the AGM. The function and 
structure of the organization does not change, but 
we hope this will lead to greater name recognition. 
It also leads to a snappy quasi-acronym, 
SPPARKS, that can be used in PR releases. 

Another part of our rebranding was to create a new 
logo. If the new name is accepted then this will be 
our logo, we hope you like it.
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From the Docent Chair

This will be my last message as docent chair. It’s 
hard to believe that two years have passed since I 
assumed the role of docent chair. It’s been a 
wonderful ride but I will be ready to pass the gavel 
to another docent at the quarterly meeting on 
December 5. I want to thank all of you for making 
my tenure as chair a positive one and I cherished 
the opportunity to get to know more of you. A 
special thanks goes out to Yvonne Bowers who 
graciously provided me with much needed advice 
and encouragement when I needed it most. 
I wish to extend a warm welcome to our new 
Volunteer Coordinator, Ari deMarco.  After 
spending the last decade studying ecology in 
Hawaii and Oregon, the Petaluman native looks 
forward to getting to know our docents and helping 
us with the great work we do in the parks. 
In July docents braved the heat to gather at the 
Petaluma Adobe picnic grounds for their annual 
picnic. Thanks to Rosalie Lazarotto, her friend 
Robin and Leticia Sotelo for coordinating the 
event. 
I have been receiving more requests for special 
tours from groups ranging from Road Scholar to 
Hewlett-Packard. If any of you are interested in 
leading such tours here in the parks please let me 
know. 
We lost one of our docents recently. David del 
Valle passed away last month after a long illness. 
David was a lovely man with such a warm 
personality. He greatly enjoyed being a docent and 
will be missed.
Fran Weiner, Docent Chair

Sonomaparks.org

The website redesign has been completed and 
we hope you like the ease of use with mobile 
devices. We also have expanded the Docents 
page to include news items specific to our docent 
community, such as the articles on our annual 
picnic in July and introducing Ari to the docents. 

Yvonne Bowers is still keeping our FB page 
updated. If you are on Facebook please visit 
Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Park 
Association and “Like” the page. 
Bob Alwitt, media

President’s Message

The Fall season is upon us with exciting changes 
and events at SPSHPA, not the least of which is the fact 
that we are changing our name and adopting a new 
logo so that our “brand” will be more recognizable. Soon 
we will be known as “Sonoma Petaluma Parks," with a 
professionally designed logo that captures the 
architectural essence of our adobe structures in 
Sonoma and Petaluma.

The next phase of re-plastering at General 
Vallejo’s working ranch, the Petaluma Adobe, is 
scheduled for November. We have contracted with 
State Parks for some of the project labor under the 
watchful eye of our contracted restoration specialist, 
architect Gil Sanchez. This will give State Parks 
personnel training in application of “authentic” 
restoration techniques and direct knowledge of how to 
maintain the structure in the future.

Our Legends and Lore lecture tour on the square 
in Sonoma commences Friday October 2, 2015 at 6:30 
PM at the Casa Grande plaza next to the Toscano Hotel 
and for the following three Fridays as well.

Come to the tour early and stop in at the gift store 
in the Barracks. Our store manager Patrick Kearney has 
a trunkfull of new and exciting items for sale including a 
fair amount of “stocking stuffers” that you can buy now 
and plan to give to friends and family over the 
Christmas holidays.

And don’t forget to come to our Annual General 
Meeting on November 18, 2015 starting at 5:30 in the 
AV room in the Barracks. Exciting topics and 
refreshments !!

Greg Stubbs, President, Sonoma/Petaluma State 
Historic Parks Association

Next Quarterly Docent Meeting

December 5, 2015
(the first Saturday of the month)

10:00AM Barracks A/V Room

Stay to dine and socialize at our annual 
Holiday luncheon

The Docent Bookies will meet later that day to 
discuss "General M.G.Vallejo and the Advent 
of the Americans” by Alan Rosenus. Yvonne 
Bowers will lead the discussion.
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Adobe Dirt

Fall is creeping up on us at the Adobe.  The 
trees are starting to change color and shed their 
leaves, the resident turkeys have been 
patrolling the parks, and a small group of deer 
greet us in the mornings. We want to thank our 
Saturday and Sunday docents for bringing 
quality interpretation to our visitors at the 
Petaluma Adobe.  
We have entered into our busy season - school 
groups have begun to arrive. We just completed 
our Environmental Living Program (ELP) 
Teacher’s Training Workshop. This is a full day 
of training that the teachers are required to 
attend before they can bring their class to the 
Adobe for the program. We are looking forward 
to a wonderful year of ELP’s. 
On October 3rd, we once again return to the 
1840’s to celebrate the end of the matanza with 
a Fandango! Dances will be performed and 
taught by dancers from the Baile de California 
and Yesteryears dance troupes of California. 
Hear the spirit of Mexican California’s rancho 
era come alive in the joyful dancing music of the 
past by the Flor y Canto Ensemble. Troy 
Dunham will bring historic games and 
interpretive displays. Please come out and join 
us! We haven’t seen some of you in a while!

Guide Jennifer Hanson

Update on Christmas at the Mission

Planning is underway for the annual Christmas 
at the Mission event that will take place on 
Saturday, December 12. The high school choir 
will lead the singing in the chapel at 4:30, 5:30, 
6:30, and 7:30. The Barracks will host a 
campfire with music by Philip Herrschaft and 
Alex Coburn and freshments will be offered in 
the breezeway. The Pickle Creek Jug Band will 
entertain visitors at the Toscano Hotel. Tickets 
for the event will be distributed on Saturday, 
Nov. 21 at 10:00 am in front of the Mission. 
There is a suggested $2.50 donation per ticket, 
with a maximum of four tickets per person.
Of course this event would not be possible 
without the generous donation of time that our 
Docents and Association members volunteer. If 
you have any questions or are interested in 
being involved please contact me by email: 
Emily.Walski@parks.ca.gov.   
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Docent Library News
Nothing new in the docent library, but docents 
can find great books on local and general 
California History topics  to browse through and 
check out for a month at a time. The Docent 
Library is in the tiny two-story building behind the 
Toscano Hotel, and can be accessed by getting 
the key from the lockbox in the Soldiers Room at 
the Barracks.  (Call or e-mail Lisa if you need 
assistance with this.)

Suzanne Berube and I are planning a “work 
party” this Fall to vacuum, dust, and clear clutter 
from the Library.  Contact Lisa if you are 
interested in helping on a Saturday morning.  

If you want to browse our titles on line, you can 
start at the Big Tent website and type in “Docent 
Bookies” when prompted to describe your group.  
Type in docent@sonic.net when asked for an 
email address, and type in SPSHP123 as the 
password.  To get to the library listings, click on 
Docent Library and then click on the “Files” tab.  
You can choose between “Listings by Author”, 
“Listings by Subject/Reference” and “Listings by 
Title.”
Lisa Tremblay, Docent Librarian

The Barracks Gift Store
If you haven't had the chance to visit the store 
lately, please stop by and say hello.
We are excited about the changes and new 
additions, including the "I Love You California" 
line, which was the original design, in 1913, for 
the sheet music to our state song. We should 
all look so good at 102!!!

Patrick Kearney, Store Manager

From Ranger Rob 

A big "Thank You" to all the docents who came out 
and supported the Nature & Optics Festival on 
Sunday, Sept. 20th.  The event was in the Barracks 
Courtyard and the 20 E. Spain Courtyard.  There was 
a good turnout, lots of kids, but it did get really hot and 
uncomfortable as the day wore on. So thanks again to 
those who stayed the course.

Our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, for all those who 
help our parks in diverse ways, will be on Thursday, 
October 29th at the Sonoma Veterans Memorial 
Building. See the poster for details, and please RSVP 
to Ari.
Rob Pickett, District Supervising Ranger
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Docent Field Trip to Sacramento
This is a reminder that we are approaching our 
October 24th field trip to Sacramento. The bus 
will leave at 8:30am. We’ll visit The Stanford 
Mansion, Sutter’s Fort, The Indian Museum, and 
some Old Town sites.  We presently have a few 
spaces remaining on our bus, and would 
welcome you aboard.
Please let me know if you would like to join us, 
and I can give you more details.

Cathie Sandbach, Trip Coordinator
c.sandbach@comcast.net
938-2933

New Costume Coordinator

Patrick Garcia is the new costume coordinator. If 
you need to borrow a costume from the Vallejo 
Home or upstairs in the Barracks please contact 
him. Patrick's email address is: 
patrickgarcia39@gmail.com  and his phone 
number is 707-935-7832.

Frances Weiner, Docent Chair

Mission Docents - Be Prepared
California Missions have been brought to the world’s 
attention by the beatification of Junipero Serra by Pope 
Francis during his visit to the U.S. Controversy over 
Serra’s  treatment of the indigenous population as he 
established the early missions in California   
has always been present, but it played out in public 
view as the process of elevating Serra to sainthood 
started and then reached fruition. Whether he was 
benevolent or cruel, well-intentioned or a tool of 
colonial Spain are still argued. 

Although he had passed away before the Sonoma 
Mission was established, expect visitors to ask about 
Serra and maybe ask our opinion of his actions. Take 
this is an opportunity to study up on early mission 
history to be prepared for these discussions. 
Bob Alwitt, Editor

mailto:c.sandbach@comcast.net
mailto:patrickgarcia39@gmail.com
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Historical Society of Santa Rosa
Presents

A Day at the Adobe
(Carrillo Adobe)

October 10, 2015

1235 Mendocino Avenue
Santa Rosa

Program

9:00 – 11:00 Adobe Clean-up and set up by SRHS History students

10:00 – 12:00 Curriculum Workshop for 4th Grade Teachers

11:00 – 12:30 Secrets of the Soil: “Community Archaeology and Excavation Technique                        
George McKale and ASC students

11:30 – 12:30 Ground Penetrating Radar             Peter Nelson, FIGR/UC Berkeley

10:30 – 2:30 Food Available (Diaz Gourmet Mexican Food Truck)

12:30 Traditional Native American Welcoming: Peter Nelson, FIGR

Opening remarks Kent Lightfoot UC Berkeley

Michael Black Swenson Builders

City of Santa Rosa Proclamation:                   Santa Rosa City Council

1:00 – 3:00 Adobe Guided Tours ASC students

1:00 – 3:30 Presentations

1:30 – 2:30 Excavation Techniques George McKale and ASC students

Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR)                             Peter Nelson

3:30 – 4:00 Panel Discussion with all speakers

                                 Moderators: Gaye LeBaron and Kent Lightfoot
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A Day at the (Carrillo) Adobe

Presentations (15 minutes each)

Settling the Northern Frontier: The Carrillo Family Arrives       Dan Markwyn

Local Native American Communities                  Alex DeGeorgey, Alta Archaeology

Mission San Rafael and Mission Sonoma          Eric Stanley, Sonoma County Museum

Spanish, Mexicans, Russians and the Southern Pomo influence
Tsim Schneider, UC Santa Cruz and Lee Panich, Santa Clara University

The Legacy of Junipero Serra: Impact of Colonization for California's Unrecognized 
Tribes                                     Olivia Chilcote, Luiseno Member/UC Berkeley

What You Don’t Know About the Role of California Adobes              Glenn Farris   

Ethno Botany and Native Plant Uses                     Peter Nelson, FIGR/UC Berkeley

The Adobe and climate change                              Mike Newlan, SSU/ASC

The Adobe: Then and Now                                        SR High Students

Neighborhood Historical Maps                                Bryan Much, NWIC

October - December 2015 Calendar of Events
The primary sponsor of each event is listed as State Parks or Association. All concerts and lectures are in the Mission Chapel, 7PM. 

October 2 - Pat Dennett, Legends & Lore PlazaTour, Association
October 3 - Fandango, Petaluma Adobe, State Parks
October 9 - Pat Dennett, Legends & Lore Plaza Tour, Association

October 15 - Bourbon at the Barracks, Association 

October 16 - Pat Dennett, Legends & Lore Plaza Tour, Association
October 23 - Pat Dennett, Legends & Lore Plaza Tour, Association

November 12 - Lecture, Dr. Peter Meyerhof, "The Real Causes of the Bear Flag Revolt," 
Association 

November 15 - Victorian Crafts Faire, Vallejo Home, State Parks
December 12 - Christmas at the Mission, Association 



Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Association
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

                                                                      LINKS
                               S/P State Historic Parks Association: http://sonomaparks.org
                                          California State Parks: http://www.parks.ca.gov
                       Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: www.petalumaadobe.com/

MEETINGS
Docent Quarterly Meetings: Second Saturday in March, June, September 10:00 am

  First Saturday in December 10:00 am

Parks Association Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday 10:00 am
                        Alternating Location, Sonoma Barracks and District Office, Petaluma

GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE

The Gazette and Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with News and Events can be found at 
sonomaparks.org

Gazette Editor Bob Alwitt (707)933-9795, SPSHPAmember@comcast.net
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