SONOMA/PETALUMA STATE HISTORIC PARK
Docent and Parks Association

GAZETTE
Winter 2015

Interpretation * Experience * Education * Enrichment
To end the year on a high note, many docents
volunteered to man the Mission, Barracks and
Toscano Hotel and Kitchen for the 29th Annual
Christmas at the Sonoma Mission.

DOCENT ORGANIZATION
Welcome to the Winter
2014 edition of the Docent
Organization Gazette. Docents
have wrapped up another
impressive year of interacting
with tourists and locals to
interpret the history of the Mission, Barracks,
Vallejo Home, Toscano Hotel and Kitchen and
the Petaluma Adobe.

As 2014 comes to a close, we are looking forward
to a busy and interesting 2015.
Fran Weiner, Docent Chair
bweiner@vom.com
(707) 290-2807

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Another targeted training took place in August
on the Toscano Hotel bringing the total number
of current docents to 80. Another training on
the Mission and Barracks will take place in
January of 2015. If any of you would like to add a
venue to your resume, or if you know of anyone
interested in becoming a docent, please contact
our Volunteer Coordinator Philip Herrschaft.

We are looking at our next training session for the
Mission and Barracks next month. The training will
consist of three full days. January 10th we have
the State paperwork while the next weekend we
will have the lectures and tours on the 17th and
18th. This is the first time combining both these
sites in order to present more of a comprehensive
understanding of how they relate to each other. I
believe that this is a good hybrid of the old and new
training sessions. We will still have the usual people
leading tours and giving lectures. Both training
days will be held at the Barracks Theater starting at
10am. If you wish to add the Mission or Barracks to
your tours and you are already a registered Docent,
then you only need to show up for the 17th and 18th
weekend.

October saw the reprise of Pat Dennett’s
“Legends and Lore” walking tours around
Sonoma’s historic Plaza. Assisted by docent
Clinton Smith, it appears that the tour will
become an annual event.
Docents took a weekend field trip to the historic
Castro Adobe in Watsonville. The adobe became
a state park in June 2014. Along with the Adobe
was a visit to the Santa Cruz Mission.

It’s been a great year and I have had a pleasure
working with all of you. Of course the loss of Dean
Nelson would not be a high point, but hopefully we
could look at what he left us as a reminder of his
dedication to the State Parks. He will be missed.

The 25th Annual Victorian Christmas Craft
Workshop took place at the Vallejo Home,
and according to Chair Yvonne Bowers was
a smashing success with over 300 people
attending.
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Philip Herrschaft, Volunteer Coordinator
Philip.Herrschaft@parks.ca.gov
(707) 938-1519

PARKS ASSOCIATION NEWS
It has been a pleasure to serve as Association
President for the past two years. The Board
and the Association have accomplished a lot
including keeping the Petaluma Adobe open and
raising funds for the repairs and restoration of the
walls of the Petaluma Adobe.

There is more work to do but this is an open and
inclusive process so stay tuned.
I would also like to welcome new Association
Board members; Jeff Weiss, who comes from
a background in marketing and retail, Clinton
Smith whose dapper, historically accurate
attire adds to events and visitor experiences,
Yvonne Bowers who is well known to Docents,
the League for Historic Preservation and the
Board as the tireless media maven and finally
Stephen Hamilton from Petaluma who brings
his substantial experience working on non profit
boards to the Association.

The Interpretive Management Plan for the
Sonoma Historic Parks presented the Association
with a challenge. The Association gift store will
have to relocate at some point in the future when
the State Parks reclaims the existing space as a
visitor center/Indian interpretive exhibit. The
Association took a proactive approach to this
and thanks to an anonymous donor we were able
to hire an architect, who specializes in historic
structures, to evaluate options for moving the gift
store to either 20 East Spain Street which proved
to be impractical because of structural limitations,
or using part of the downstairs of the Toscano
Hotel.

I also want to acknowledge and thank outgoing
Board members; David Duplantier, Liz Kane,
Mary Ann Maslowski, Scott Pace and Maxene
Spellman for all their years of tireless service
especially during the State Park funding crisis.
I wish incoming President Greg Stubbs all the
best in his term of office. Greg served on the
County Parks Commission for almost a decade
and brings great knowledge and expertise. I look
forward to continue working with the Board and
as a Docent.
Philip Sales

The Board had an opportunity to present the
preliminary Toscano option plan at the Annual
General Meeting in November and also to the
Docents at the December Quarterly meeting. The
plan is not final and we did receive some valuable
input. As a result we are looking at reducing
the proposed store’s footprint even further to
preserve more of the historic downstairs. To
provide you a frame of reference, the existing
store is almost 1000 square feet, the first proposal
for the Toscano hotel option was 800 square feet.
We are looking at another option to reduce it even
further to 600 square feet, which would be about
the same size as the gift store at Sutters Fort
Historic Park.

I have been on the Board of Directors of
the Sonoma Petaluma State Historic Parks
Association for the past several years and I am
honored to receive the President’s gavel from
outgoing President Philip Sales.
The road ahead for the Association is both
exciting and challenging. We are excited to look
forward to the re-design, relocation and reinvigoration of our gift store currently situated
in the Barracks building. The gift store sits at
a crucial intersection of the paths of our park
guests pursuing interpretive memorabilia to
commemorate their visit to our historic park and
the path travelled by our association to enhance
the park interpretive experience and generate the

The Association has also hired a retail consultant
to assist our existing staff to develop a plan for
how the existing gift store could be made both
more efficient and increase revenues. The plan
also will include setting up a fund generated
by the net revenues of the relocated store to
address repairs and improvements to the Toscano
as well as enhancing the visitor experience
by improving displays and interpretation.
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Continued on Page 3

Petaluma Adobe Face Lift

PARKS ASSOCIATION NEWS
Continued from Page 2

Thanks to a grant from the Sonoma County
Landmarks Commission
and matching funds from
State Parks, work has
been ongoing regarding
repairing the walls of the
Petaluma Adobe. Starting
the week of September
22nd, CCC crews under
the talented direction of
Historian Gil Sanchez
started patching damaged
walls of the Petaluma landmark. Crews worked
through the week
until rain stopped
them but were
able to make
some noticeable
progress.
Mr. Sanchez,
utilizing a portion of the CCC crew, prepared
a demonstration wall showing four phases of
adobe repair, from filling holes, covering the wall
with a number
of coats of slurry
seal, and utilizing
a final coat of
white lime. Parks
Maintenance
Supervisor Gerald
O’Reilly was
able to bring the CCC crews back a few weeks
later for some additional wall repair. To date,
approximately
60% of the bird
damage has
been repaired. In
addition some
seismic damage
(cracking) is also
being addressed.
More work will be
scheduled as weather permits.
Jim Carr

all-important revenue to support and maintain
our park, the Jewel of Sonoma.
We are stepping forward on the Petaluma
Vallejo Adobe Restoration Project now that we
have completed a “test section” of exterior wall
restoration. We await the approval of Parks to
“green light” our restoration efforts and enable
us to make fiscally sound budget plans for this
enterprise.
Our Board is working on increasing the
number of educational and informative lectures
available in the Park and to enlarge and
enhance the seasonal, artisanal and interpretive
activities at the Petaluma Adobe.
We will have an exciting fundraising event
again at the Lagunitas Brewery in Petaluma and
hope that you all will be able to attend.
Greg Stubbs, President

After two years on the Parks Association Board
as the Docent Organization representative, and
two years as the “Media Maven” publishing
the Gazette and managing the PA website, I’ve
accepted the position of Vice President and will
give my editorial duties to Bob Alwitt.
This will be the last Gazette I edit. It has
been my great pleasure to take it from an
email newsletter to an 8-page spread that
tries to showcase all our activities, events,
training and news from the State Park. This
year we combined the Docent Gazette with
the Parks Association Newsletter to give you
all comprehensive information about both
important organizations. Thank you for the
call. And congratulations to Bob!
Yvonne Bowers, Vice President

Photos by Bob Alwitt
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On our field trip to the Castro Adobe in
October, we were served these delicious cakes
by our hosts, Charlie and Patty Kieffer. Enjoy!

Mission San Francisco Solano and the
Sonoma Barracks TRAINING
Mission and
Barracks Docent
Training runs
three full
days: Saturday
January 10th,
Saturday
January 17th
and Sunday,
January 18th. January 10th will be State Parks
Orientation. January 17th and 18th will be
venue training.

CAKES IN A JAR

If you have a recipe for a dense cake or tea
bread, such as banana bread or fudge cake, you
can make these in canning jars and give them to
friends.
• Wash and dry six pint-size wide mouth
canning jars. (They must be wide- mouth
jars so the cake can slide out later)
• Grease the inside of the jars. The number of
jars you need depends on how large your
recipe is.
• Mix the cake or bread batter the usual way,
and ladle it into the jars, filling them onehalf full.
• Place the jars on a cookie sheet and bake at
350 degrees for about 25 minutes or until
they test done.
• While the cakes are baking, boil the jar lids
in a pan of water for 10 minutes. When
the cakes are done, remove from the oven
and immediately put on the sterilized lids,
ensuring a tight seal. Allow to cool.
• The cakes may be stored in the cupboard for
several months. To serve, open the jar, slip
out the cake, and slice into rounds.

To sign up for the training and become a
Mission
or Barracks
docent,
please
email or call
Volunteer
Coordinator,
Philip
Herrschaft:
Registration closes January 3rd. Existing
docents who sign up do not need to attend the
State Park Orientation.
Contact Volunteer Coordinator
Philip Herrschaft
(707) 938-1519 or
philip.herrschaft@parks.ca.gov

Cathie Sandbach

“DOCENT BOOKIES” BOOK CLUB
At the December Docent Bookies meeting we
discussed Pioneer Sonoma by Robert
Parmelee, 1972. It is the consensus of
the Bookies that this book is the best
history of early Sonoma that has been
published to date. It is so chock full
of information that it will take you
several readings to fully appreciate
its depth and with so few words, 124
pages. Oh that every docent had full
command of all of this material. A must-read early
Sonoma history book.

DEAN NELSON
This fall we unexpectedly lost a valued docent
and friend. Dean Nelson led the
Docent Bookies, managed the Docent Library
and the online forum. He was a real history
buff and an asset to our Park.
He will be sorely missed.
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Clinton Smith

25th

Annual
Victorian Christmas
Crafts Workshop
Sunday,November 16th
Gen. Vallejo Home

Pictures courtesy of Bob Alwitt, Clinton
Smith and Yvonne Bowers
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password ‘SPSHP123’.

DOCENT LIBRARY NEWS

Many thanks to Sonoko Ohwaki for donating a
bookcase to house additional books and to Cathie
Sandbach for compiling a folder of information from
the fall excursion to the Castro Adobe in Watsonville.
The library always welcomes book contributions on
California History topics, which may be left with the
Mission staff during working hours.

The docent library is open and chock-a-block with
books and articles about the history of local sites,
the California Missions, and other California history
topics; docents new and old may come explore and
read about something new.

Lisa Tremblay

There is a new key to the library accessible to all in
a “lockbox” behind the door to the Soldiers Room at
the Barracks (ask in the bookstore or call/e-mail Lisa
if you need further instructions). Yes, the door to the
old library building sticks, but if you are persistent
and lift, pull, and tug, it will open!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!
Quarterly Docent Meeting
March 14, 2015
10:00am Barracks A/V Room

There is a 3-ring binder on the back library counter
to look up books by title or subject area; but certain
articles and parks-related reports are also available
for download via the Docent Library website. Also
on the website find comments and book reviews
by our local docents. To access these, go to the Big
Tent website and type the email address ‘docent@
sonic.net’   into the Member Login box, then type the

followed by the
Docent Bookies Meeting
1:00pm Barracks Conference Room
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Bob Alwitt, Statistics

Christmas at the
Sonoma Mission

Saturday,December 13th
Mission San Francisco
Solano
Sonoma Barracks
Toscano Hotel & Kitchen
Over 650 Visitors Enjoyed
the Sonoma High School
Madrigals, the refreshments
and the Pickle Creek Band

Pictures courtesy of Bob Alwitt
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Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Association
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

LINKS
Sonoma State Historic Park
Petaluma State Historic Park
S/PSHP Parks Association
Events at the Petaluma Adobe
Docent Bookies

MEETINGS
Parks Association Monthly Board Meetings

Docent Quarterly Meetings

Second Tuesday 10:00 am
Alternating Location
Barracks, Sonoma &
District Office, Petaluma

Second Saturday March,
June & September 10:00 am
First Saturday December 10:00 am

“GAZETTE” AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE
The “Gazette” and Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with news and upcoming events,
can be found on the Parks Association website at www.sonomaparks.org.
Gazette Editor Yvonne Bowers (707) 843-0109 yvonnebowers@mac.com
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