SONOMA/PETALUMA STATE HISTORIC PARKS
Docent and Parks Association

Spring 2015
From the Docent Chair

President’s Message
We have a lot going on right now and it is all
exciting and for the good. We have secured a Sonoma
County Landmarks Commission grant for this year of
$22,500. The grant has a scope of work to continue
our restoration activities at the Petaluma Adobe under
the auspices of Board Members Philip Sales and Jim
Carr. The Native Sons of the Golden West may be
interested in joining our endeavor.
We continue our study and analysis of the
feasibility of moving our gift store from the Barracks
over to the first floor front room of the Toscano Hotel
with an emphasis on integrating the retail operation
seamlessly into the ambience of the historic museum
hotel. It is interesting to note that the Toscano Hotel
structure housed a mercantile establishment before it
became an inn, so we are perhaps returning to an
original use. We have developed a “reduced footprint” floor plan for the store so that the bar and back
bar will remain secured from the retail operation and
docent tours will have a separate entrance at the
western door so tours can continue unimpeded during
store hours.
Our speaker and concert series at the Mission
have been a great success. Please plan to attend. Dates
are stated on our website, sonomaparks.org.
Finally, our annual fundraiser at the Lagunitas
Brewery will be in mid-June, so keep your eye on our
website for a detailed announcement. We will gladly
accept donations of premium wines for our silent
auction and in less-than-case lots. If you are interested
in supporting our efforts let us know by going to our
website and contacting
administrator@sonomaparks.org. See you at the Park!

In January, we welcomed nine new Barracks and
Mission trainees. All are in some stage of
mentorship and will be filling tour slots when they
complete the process. There will be training on the
Petaluma Adobe and Vallejo Home in May. We
were happy to see many of the new trainees at the
Docent Quarterly Meeting March 14th.
Thanks to our Field Trips Coordinator Cathie
Sandbach, thirty-five to forty of us will be visiting
the State Park Warehouse in Sacramento on March
27th. We’ll report back at the next Quarterly.
The Docent Organization would like to offer our
congratulations to docent Suzanne Berube on her
accepting a job with the State Park as a Seasonal Park
Interpretive Specialist (SPIS). We will miss her as a
Mission docent but are happy she will still be
working with us.
Docents attended Dr. Peter Meyerhof's interesting
and informative lecture on the Mission on Mar. 12th.
Don't forget to attend the next lecture May 14th at
7:00pm about John Sutter and Mariano Vallejo by
historian Albert Hurtado. Admission is free to
docents as it is considered enrichment.
Remember, the Nominating Committee is looking for
candidates for Chair and Vice Chair for the
2016-2017 term. If you are interested, please contact
Tom Martin, Lisa Tremblay or Clinton Smith. It’s a
wonderful way to be involved in the Docent
Organization.

Greg Stubbs, President Sonoma/Petaluma State
Historic Parks Association

Fran Weiner, Docent Chair
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NOW SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR
DOCENT ORGANIZATION CHAIR AND
VICE CHAIR

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR UPDATE
The next training sessions for the Petaluma
Adobe and the Vallejo Home will be in May.
Saturday, May 16, will be Registration Day for new
recruits. The following weekend is Memorial Day so
we won’t schedule anything. Training at the Petaluma
Adobe, both lecture and tour, will be on Saturday,
May 30. Breck Parkman will be the lecturer and
Crystal Battles will give the tour. Sunday, May 31,
will be the training day at the Vallejo Home and
Carol Lavaroni will deliver the lecture and give the
tour.

This fall we will be voting for the new Chair and
Vice Chair of our Docent Organization. These two
worthy individuals will organize the agendas and run
our quarterly meetings for 2016 and 2017. They are
expected to speak for the docent organization at S/
PSHPA meetings and to oversee, if not always attend,
the Docent Training, Docent Enrichment, and Special
Events programs.
Candidates need most of the following qualifications:
1) Internet access and proficiency
2) Docent experience
3) Mentoring and training experience
4) Period attire willingness
5) Working relationship w/park staff
6) Confident public speaker
7) Meeting management experience

We are coming close to Children’s Day at the
Mission, May 2nd. Some of you with experience will
again be at the craft stations but there are still
vacancies that need to be covered. If you wish to
volunteer that day and join in the fun please contact
me by email at philip.herrschaft@parks.ca.gov

If you would like to offer your services or to
nominate someone else, please contact one of the
nominating committee members: Clinton
Smith(cmsphoto@mcn.org), Lisa
Tremblay(lisaftremblay@aol.com), or Tom Martin
(tvmsonoma@att.net).

I want to thank Suzanne Berube for her time
spent volunteering with us at the Historic Parks of
Sonoma. She will still be among us, but in staff
uniform as she takes the position of Park Interpreter
Specialist.

4th Grade Mission Project Exhibit

Thank you for your continued support,

Each elementary school in Sonoma, public and
parochial, was sent a letter in February asking if the
4th Grade classes were going to participate in the
2015 Mission/California History exhibit in the
Barracks Meeting Room. In recent years some
schools have submitted papers and models beyond
the subject of the Missions, focused on other aspects
of California history. Projects will be on exhibit from
May 1 through Memorial Day. To date we have
received positive responses from El Verano,
Prestwood, Dunbar, and St. Francis Solano schools.
Usually all but one school participates. Our Parks
Association contributes $300 in dollar coins to each
participating school for use by the classes as the
teacher determines. Any docent who wishes to assist
in this program is welcome. Contact Tom Martin at
938-5025.

Philip Herrschaft, Volunteer Coordinator

Changing of the Guard
As I take on the job of editor of the Gazette I realize
that Yvonne is a tough act to follow. She brought this
publication to professional standards and did a
wonderful job bringing in interesting copy, putting it
into very attractive format and keeping to a rigorous
schedule. Thanks, Yvonne, for setting high standards,
I’ll try to match them.
Bob Alwitt, Editor
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Docent To Docent Learning - Bookies Reveal
Unknown Facts To One Another and Exchange
Nuances of Mission and California History!

Docent Tour Statistics for 2014
For all of 2014 we had 74 docents provide 2,059 tour
hours; they showed our park venues and told our
history to 35,157 visitors and schoolchildren. These
aren’t 35,157 individuals; if one person takes a tour at
the Barracks and then another tour at the Mission, that
counts as two visits in our records. However you look
at it, we served a lot of people throughout the year.

“Docent Bookie” meetings are an opportunity for
Docents to exchange views and ask those nagging
questions that have been lurking in the back of your
memory bank! Bookies meet upstairs in the Barracks
or at another agreed upon location after each quarterly
Docent Council meeting.

The average docent contributed 28 tour hours during
the year. A select group delivered more than twice
this number: This “Over 60” club contributed more
than 60 hours throughout the year. The six members
of this stalwart group are Pat Dennett, Sharon
Douglas, Helen Herbaugh, Larry Lien, Gordie
Stedman and Fran Weiner. Gordie was at the head of
the group with 85 tour hours in 2014.

Information about the Docent Bookies and the
meetings can be found on the “Big Tent” Website
(www.bigtent.com). Have you a favorite book you
would like to share with everyone, come to a meeting.
Have you learned a challenging new idea that
contradicts what you were told in docent training?
Bring it to the Bookie meeting.
Did Christopher Jorgensen really travel the State of
California painting the Missions in a horse and buggy
in 1903-4? He built a cabin-home in Yosemite Valley
in 1903!. How could he be in both places at the same
time? Come to Docent Bookie meetings to learn
answers to such questions.

Another group, “Grand Tour Leaders,” each guided
more than 1,000 visitors in 2014. In this category the
“Over 60” club is joined by these docents: Yvonne
Bowers, Fran Cook, Edward Purkey, Gunther
Solomon and Mandy Weil.
Each of the 74 docents who gave tours in 2014 can be
proud of the time they contributed in promoting our
parks heritage to visitors and furthering the education
of our 4th graders.

Docent Library News
All docents are welcome to come browse and check
out books from our great book collection on local and
general California History topics. The Docent
Library is in the tiny two-story building behind the
Toscano Hotel, and can be accessed by getting the
key from the lockbox in the Soldiers Room at the
Barracks. (Call or e-mail Lisa if you need assistance
with this.)

Bob Alwitt, Statistics

Lectures and Concerts at the Mission
The concert and lecture series organized by Clinton
Smith got off to a good start during the first quarter of
the year. The concert by Deirdre Egan brought fifty
people to the Chapel, and a similar number attended
the “Ghost Stories” lecture by Jeff Dwyer and his tour
of the Plaza the next evening. More than forty people
attended the lecture by Peter Meyerhof in which he
interpreted old blueprints of the Mission that he
uncovered. This series continues with a free concert
on April 24 by the Oneness-Dream Choir and a
lecture on May 14 by Albert Hurtado, “Heroes or
Horsethieves: Sutter, Vallejo and the Native People of
Northern California.” A calendar of all 2015
scheduled events in the parks is in this Gazette and is
posted on our website, sonomaparks.org.

If you want to browse our titles on line, you can start
at the Big Tent website and type in “Docent Bookies”
when prompted to describe your group. Type in
docent@sonic.net when asked for an email address,
and type in SPSHP123 as the password. To get to the
library listings, click on Docent Library and then click
on the “Files” tab. You can choose between “Listings
by Author,” “Listings by Subject/Reference” and
“Listings by Title.”
Lisa Tremblay, Docent Librarian
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passageway there were 12 rooms on the ground floor
and one large room in the attic. He saw remnants of
walls extending a few feet further west towards the
chapel. Because these rooms were long gone, there
was a second passageway to the courtyard between
the chapel and the convento. Overlaying Bestor’s
floor plan on today’s floor plan shows that most of
the walls, windows, and doors, do not correspond to
today’s structure. As already suspected the convento
had rooms on the north side of today’s back wall and
a tiled veranda beyond. What was not expected was
that one of these rooms was the kitchen - two floors
in height with thicker walls and large beams high in
these walls from which cauldrons or food could be
suspended. Smoke from the kitchen would rise up
and out a small window on the upper floor, just
beneath the roof.

New Insights from Old Blueprints of the
Sonoma Mission
Editor’s note: This article is a summary of the talk
that Dr. Peter Meyerhof gave on March 12 in the
Mission Chapel.
Surely every visitor to the Sonoma Mission tries to
imagine what these buildings must have actually
looked like during the Mission period. Although
Harry Downie made a laudable attempt in the late
1950s to bring the interior of the chapel to an
appearance consistent with what the mission church
might have looked like, we know that this building
postdated the Mission period which ended in 1834
and was altered several times. Only the convento
remains as a portion of what was here during the time
of the Padres. But how authentic is that structure we
see today? We are very fortunate today to be finally
able to answer that question more precisely than at
any time in over a century.

Although Henry Bestor had seen the chapel standing
to the west of the convento, he was convinced that
the room in the convento to the south of the kitchen
had also at one time been a chapel. It is true that
some of the other California missions had a small
chapel in the convento set aside for the priest’s
private use, but this was one of the largest rooms. It
seems quite possible that the chapel that Bestor saw
was established by Father Lorenzo Quijas in late
1834 or early 1835 after the removal of the roof of
the large mission church which stood to the east
beyond the passageway, made this church effectively
unusable. At a minimum, he would have removed the
religious items in danger of destruction by rain. It
must be remembered that five or six years passed
before the new chapel built by General Vallejo was
usable. During this period the priest would still be
summoned to provide masses. The logical site for the
pueblo’s chapel would indeed be this large room in
the convento. It was probably no coincidence that in
1837 Agostin Davila, a renowned painter of other
mission interiors, including Mission Santa Clara, was
living directly across the street to the south. It was by
no means unprecedented for a mission chapel to be
placed in a convento during a time when the mission
church was unusable. We see this same scenario in
Mission San Juan Bautista and Mission San
Fernando after earthquakes and in Mission La
Purisima after flooding.

In early 1890 a prominent San Francisco architect,
Henry T. Bestor, visited Sonoma to examine
Sonoma’s oldest building. The article he wrote later
that year is unique in its details of the convento.
Unfortunately this article has been overlooked by all
subsequent historians and archeologists. The convento
of 1890 was a decaying but intact vestige of the
convento of 1834. In contrast the convento of today is
a building almost entirely reconstructed in 1913 on
altered plans where expedience, lack of money, and
lack of interest trumped historical fidelity.
Bestor shows the entire plans of both the lower floor
and the attic. He shows that to the west of the
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Now as to identifying the use of the other rooms seen
by Henry Bestor, we can make some speculations
based on other missions, and also based on the list of
rooms that General Vallejo identified when he first
came to the Sonoma mission in 1834. Vallejo stated
there was a music room. It is certainly possible that
the room that was soon to become the chapel had been
the music room when Vallejo first saw it. Vallejo also
wrote there was a library. The sala or reception room
with its own door to the front would almost certainly
have been in the front center as at other missions. We
know the priest had rooms set aside for frequent
guests and some evidence suggests these were to the
east end of the convento. One of these rooms is today
the mission office.

be published in the near future. But in the meantime
it is important to bring these highlights to the
attention of all who treasure an understanding of our
mission.

HEROES OR HORSE THIEVES:
SUTTER, VALLEJO AND THE NATIVE
PEOPLE OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
This lecture will be in the Sonoma Mission
Chapel at 7pm, May 14. Docents will be
admitted free of charge.
Perspective is everything. Depending on where you
stand, pioneer celebrities like John Sutter and
Mariano Vallejo may appear as heroes or something
less savory in the history of the golden state.
Likewise, California Indians can be seen as livestock
rustlers or freedom fighters who struggled against the
colonial forces of Spain, Mexico, and the United
States. Dr. Hurtado, a scholar of California Indian
history and biographer of Sutter, complicates our
understanding of Sutter and Vallejo while shedding
new light on the history of Mexican California.
Albert Hurtado earned his Ph.D. at the University of
California, Santa Barbara. He specialized in
California Indian history and the history of the
American west. His books include, “Indian Survival
on the California Frontier” (1988), “Intimate
Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culture in Old
California” (1999), “John Sutter: A Life on the North
American Frontier” (2006), and “Herbert Eugene
Bolton: Historian of the American
Borderlands” (2012). He taught the history of the
American west and Native American history at
Arizona State University, the University of Glasgow
in Scotland, and the University of Oklahoma, where
he held the Travis Chair in American History until he
retired in 2012.

Finally we have to consider the large attic space – at
least 120 feet long and 40 feet wide. Besides the
window in the separated kitchen area, there were four
other small windows with wooden bars in the attic.
The height varied from four feet at the sides to ten
feet in the middle. In other words the roof was two
feet higher than it is at present. There was a most
unexpected sanitation feature in the attic that allowed
liquids to leave the attic on a hollowed log penetrating
the rear adobe wall. This simplest of latrines in a large
room suggests a controversial theory - that
individuals, perhaps non-neophytes captured for
temporary labor, were confined in this space and had
no access to the outdoors for extended periods. The
attic floor also had an unusual floor of adobe bricks
over planks over joists.

Next Quarterly Docent Meeting
June 13, 2015
10:00am Barracks A/V Room

A more detailed article dealing with all of Henry
Bestor’s intriguing findings and how they relate to our
understanding of Mission San Francisco Solano will

followed by Docent Bookies Meeting
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High Marks for Dr. John Marsh at Sutter’s
Fort

participated in over the last twenty-five years. We
were warned that the instructors would be ruthless in
their evaluations....in their many years neither had
ever given a perfect 100 score.

by Clinton Smith, Docent Persona Development
& Costume Coordinator

When my turn came I stood in front of the group and
introduced my new persona, Dr. John Marsh, who
arrived in Los Angeles in 1836, was baptized into the
Catholic faith, became a Mexican citizen and bought
a rancho on the eastern slope of Mt. Diablo in 1837.
The doctor was well acquainted with Don Vallejo
and Captain Sutter.

In December I received an invitation from the
California State Parks at Sutter's Fort to participate in
a first-person event to be held at the fort on
November 21, 2015. Such events require five or six
training sessions. The first session was an orientation
in January in which the fifty participants had an
opportunity to meet one another and our instructors.
We were asked to choose a character from a list that
had been prepared by the park staff. Our assignment
for the next training was to begin to develop a
persona and correct period attire for our characters.

My evaluators approved of my historic timeline
presentation and my overall appearance but began to
look closer by asking me to remove my hat, then my
coat, my waistcoat, and finally to pull up a pant leg
so that they could examine my boots. I was informed
that they were going into such detail as they could
not find anything wrong with my "kit." Imagine my
delight and surprise when, reluctantly and with great
fanfare, I was awarded a perfect score.

On February 28 I attended what was billed as a
rigorous inspection and evaluation of the costume that
I planned to wear in November. The instructors have
a wealth of experience and an impressive list of
historical first-person events that they had

(To assist other volunteers Clinton has donated a
copy of Sutter's Fort State Historic Park Costume
Manual to the docent library.)

Sheep Shearing Day
Petaluma Adobe State Historic
Park
April 11, 2015 11am to 1pm
Watch our flock get sheared

Children’s Day at the Mission
Saturday, May 2
Events scheduled from noon to 4:00pm

Bring your kids,
enjoy the fun and festivities!
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2015 Calendar of Events at the Sonoma and Petaluma Adobe
State Historical Parks
The primary sponsor of each event is listed as State Parks or Association.
All concerts and lectures are in the Mission Chapel, 7PM.

April 11 - Sheep Shearing, Petaluma Adobe, State Parks
April 24 - Concert, Male Choir Oneness Dream, Association
April 25 - Petaluma Butter & Eggs Parade, Association & State Parks
May 2 - Children's Day at the Mission, State Parks
May 9 - Living History Day, Petaluma Adobe, State Parks
May 14 - Lecture, Albert Hurtado, “Vallejo & Sutter, Horse Thieves or Heroes", Association
May 30, 31 - Stevenson’s Regiment w/ Fife & Drum Corps, Encampment in Barracks
June 10 - Concert, Aldo Mosca & South American "Chorosemnoma", Association
July 4 - Sonoma Parade, Association
August 12 - Concert, Carlos Herrera Trio, Association
September 10 - Lecture, Clinton Smith, "Portraits of Vallejo's Time," Association
October 2 - Pat Dennett, Legends & Lore PlazaTour, Association
October 3 - Fandango, Petaluma Adobe, State Parks
October 9 - Pat Dennett, Legends & Lore Plaza Tour, Association
October 12 - Lecture, Dr. Peter Meyerhof, "The Bear Flag Revolt, What Really Happened,"
Association
October 16 - Pat Dennett, Legends & Lore Plaza Tour, Association
October 23 - Pat Dennett, Legends & Lore Plaza Tour, Association
November 15 - Victorian Crafts Faire, Vallejo Home, State Parks
December 12 - Christmas at the Mission, Association

_________________________________

Concert in the Mission Chapel
April 24, 7:00pm-8:00pm

Oneness Dream
a capella Male Choir
performing devotional songs on their first
U.S. tour
free admission for all

Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Association
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

LINKS
S/P State Historic Parks Association: http://sonomaparks.org
California State Parks: http://www.parks.ca.gov
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: www.petalumaadobe.com/
MEETINGS
Docent Quarterly Meetings: Second Saturday in March, June, September 10:00 am
First Saturday in December 10:00 am
Parks Association Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday 10:00 am
Alternating Location, Sonoma Barracks and District Office, Petaluma
GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE
The Gazette and Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with News and Events can be found at
sonomaparks.org
Gazette Editor Bob Alwitt (707)933-9795, SPSHPAmember@comcast.net
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