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Winter 2016
Sonoma’s 2016 Alcalde

President’s Message

Congratulations, Patrick!
Patrick Garcia, longtime Board member, was
honored by the Sonoma City Council at their Dec.
21 meeting by being selected to be the 2016
Alcalde for the city of Sonoma. Alcalde is the
Spanish word for mayor and the title is awarded
each year based on a nominee’s community
service and personal values. Patrick was
recognized for his years as an advocate for
preserving the town’s Mexican heritage. On the
Board he serves as liaison to our Hispanic
community. At parks events you will see him in the
period dress of a Mexican soldier, welcoming
Hispanic visitors and answering questions in
Spanish. Patrick is proud of his Californio heritage
that he traces back to a soldier in the Anza
expedition. As he recounts to patrons outside the
Basque Boulangerie, he also claims Threefingered Jack, a somewhat shady resident at the
Blue Wing Inn, to be in his lineage.
We congratulate Patrick on this singular honor, but
we should all feel honored that the City Council is
acknowledging the importance of Sonoma
Petaluma Parks in preserving Sonoma’s heritage.
Bob Alwitt, Editor

Next Quarterly Docent Meeting

Saturday, March 12, 2016
10:00AM Barracks A/V Room

HAPPY WINTER! BRING ON THE RAIN! We
have gone ahead and changed our name to
Sonoma Petaluma Parks and added a new logo all
of which was approved by our membership at our
Annual General Meeting on November 18, 2015.
And there are more changes within our Board of
Directors.
Marshall West has retired from our Board as
Treasurer. Marshall served this organization for
many years and before joining the “Sonoma” side of
the park structure served many years on the
Petaluma side. We will miss Marshall greatly and
wish him well. Stephen Hamilton, a Board member
and self-described “recovering accountant”, has
agreed to assume the Treasurer post.
Board Members Philip Sales, Gregory Stubbs
and Stephen Hamilton were re-elected for three
year terms. At our December meeting the Board
elected Fran Wiener, newly retired Docent chair, to
a seat on the Board. Fran is a tireless worker with
plenty of great ideas to improve our visitor outreach
and we welcome her “institutional memory”, wisdom
and enthusiasm. We also note that Fran’s chair with
the Docents has been filled by Suzanne Berube
who will also be the Docent liaison with Sonoma
Petaluma Parks. We look forward to working with
Suzanne.
Sue Vargas will be leaving our organization at
the end of January 2016. For so many years Sue
ably ran the gift store and did our internal
accounting and bookkeeping. Sue signaled her
desire to “wind down” some months back and at
that time we recruited Patrick Kearney to manage
the gift store. Sue intends to give up her accounting
duties in 2016 and we plan to retain the services of
an outside accounting firm. Sue will now have more
(continued next page)

time for family and friends and we wish her well.
Christmas at the Mission was a great
success. Nearly 500 folks attended the chapel
presentation, then enjoyed cookies and cider and
a singalong campfire at the Barracks as well as
the Pickle Creek String Band in the front room of
the Toscano Hotel. A super job by our volunteers,
docents and park staff.
Weather has delayed the plastering at the
Petaluma Adobe since it is hard to set authentic
slurry coats when it is cold and damp. It looks like
spring 2016 will be our start.
We are also moving forward on our plans to
move the gift store to the Toscano Hotel which will
release space in the Barracks for further
interpretive presentations by State Parks. This is a
slow process.
We are busy planning our next year’s event
calendar…so keep following us on our website.
Happy New Year to you all!

Thoughts from the Docent Chair
Thank you for the opportunity to serve the Sonoma/
Petaluma docent organization by electing me Chair
of the Docent Council. I have been a docent for two
years, at the Mission and recently certified for the
Vallejo home. Ever since moving to Sonoma from
San Francisco in 1999, I’ve had a strong interest in
California history. As a second career 4th grade

teacher, that interest deepened into a passion.
Sharing that passion with Mission visitors, painting
the picture of Sonoma’s role in shaping the history
of California has been a delight and a responsibility.
While Ed Purkey, Vice Chair, and I may never fill
the shoes of those who came before us, we pledge
to continue the energetic focus on Docent
recruitment and training. With the support of so
many seasoned committee leaders this will be a
very exciting two years.
Suzanne Berube, Docent Chair

Greg Stubbs, Board President

P.S. Check out the spanking clean (almost) Docent
Library. Such an energizing treasure trove of
professional growth!

At the AGM Greg Stubbs presents Frances
Weiner with a glicée print of the Jorgensen painting of
the Sonoma Mission in recognition of her service as
Docent Chair.

Ed Purkey and Suzanne Berube

Docent Field Trips

Sonomaparks.org

A possible April field trip: Drive/carpool to the
Presidio in San Francisco to see the History
Museum in the old (1776) Officer’s Club. After
lunch on site go for a tour of Mission Dolores
(Mission San Francisco de Asis). Both these venues
may be Googled for more information.
I’ll welcome any comments and/or suggestions.

Recent additions on the Docent page:
1. A pdf version of the State Park Volunteer application
that can be downloaded and printed.
2. Instructions for the paperwork for the Livescan
fingerprinting.
3. Description of a job opening for a Period Clothing
Program Director Internship.
Please call Ari Demarco, (707)939-2149, if you want a
hard copy mailed to you.

On Oct. 24, we trekked to Sacramento to visit the
Leland Stanford Mansion, Sutter's Fort, the State
Indian Museum, the Railroad Museum and the Old
Sacramento Underground Tour. An informative and
enjoyable day was had by all.

Yvonne Bowers is still keeping our FB page updated. If
you are on Facebook please visit Sonoma Petaluma
Parks and “Like” the page.

Cathie Sandbach, Field Trip Coordinator

Bob Alwitt, media
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leadership skills. I anticipate that docent mentors
will find it rewarding to get younger people
involved in the Parks and history.

Volunteer Coordinator News
Docent Training: A Docent Training Advisory
Group has been created to develop, oversee, and
manage one docent training per quarter (4 per
year) to cover each of our locations in turn. This
group will plan and manage all aspects of the
training program and report to the Volunteer
Coordinator. Updates and news on trainings will
be sent to all docents as soon as it exists. Any
suggestions for improving the Training Program
can be directed to Ari at (707)939-2149
ari.demarco@parks.ca.gov.

Period Clothing Program: The Period Clothing
Program is undergoing a renaissance! We have
funding from SPPARKS (“The Association”) to build
our clothing collection and upgrade our storage
space. Furthermore, a volunteer/unpaid internship
position has been created to fill the position of
Period Clothing Program Director. This position
announcement has been circulated to the theater
departments at SRCJ and SSU. It is available on
sonomaparks.org if you wish to apply or know
someone who does. I am not looking for further
widespread advertisement at this point, but I do
encourage you to share it with specific people who
you think would be interested. If you’d like to get
involved in the Period Clothing Program in any
capacity, and haven’t yet expressed that interest
to Ari, please do let her know!

4th Grade Tour Training: A number of docents
have expressed interest in leading 4th grade class
tours, and we now have a system in place to
certify you to do just that! Full information will
soon be available as a PDF at sonomaparks.org
under the title “Docent-led 4th Grade Tour Training
Program.” This document will describe the
prerequisites, the outlines for the training/
mentoring stage, and the graduation test.

Tour Workshop: As a way to help everyone share
tour styles and little-known nuggets of local
history, on Monday, Jan.18th (MLK Day) we will
hold a Tour Workshop. This will be a new style of
learning event to provide a way for docents and
staff to share and improve their teaching styles
and ideas for engaging park visitors.

Let Ari know if this is something you’d like to do.
She will send you the Livescan [aka fingerprint]
request form. Instructions for filling the form are
posted on the Docent page of sonomaparks.org.
Before you begin your training/mentoring stage
you must have Livescan approval; this is easy and
free to you! Please note that we are asking that
you have at least 40 hours of tour experience for a
site before you lead 4th grade tours there.

Several docents have already volunteered to share
a portion of their Mission tour with us, dividing it
up into the Bell Room, Chapel, Dining Room, and
Courtyard. The rest of us will be the audience, as
if we are visitors to the park. Then we will share
observations about the style and content of the
tour – things the docent did well, which we might
like to emulate, as well as constructive ideas for
how they might improve that part of their tour. It
can be intimidating to give a tour to your peers,
but this will be a positive, collaborative event that
I will moderate. The goal is to provide a way to
learn from each other and improve tours!

Presently we offer tours at the Mission and Vallejo
Home. We have the option of offering docent-led
4th grade tours at the Barracks and the Toscano if
there are enough docents interested to warrant
making it an official option on the website that the
schools use to schedule tours.
High School Volunteers: One of our goals is to
increase long-term volunteer opportunities for
teenagers. This is a great way to get more of the
community involved in the Parks, and also adds to
the visitor experience. As one aspect of this, if
anyone is interested in becoming a long-term
mentor for a youth docent (1 semester or more),
please let me know and we can discuss it further.
I hope to find youth docents both from nearby
high schools and from the Hanna Boys Center.
Student docents can gain a sense of purpose and
empowerment, establish work history and
connections with staff and other docents, and
develop their critical thinking, teamwork, and

Workshop participants will meet in the Barracks
kitchen (upstairs) for coffee and pastries at 10am,
and then move to the Mission for this <2hr event.
New docents are especially encouraged to sign up –
everyone will be nice to you! Even if you don’t
want to give a tour, please consider attending –
everyone there will be able to contribute or learn
something – maybe even have some fun. RSVPs will
be solicited as the day grows closer.
Ari DeMarco, Volunteer Coordinator
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Docent Library News

Docent Bookies on Big Tent
In addition to a complete listing of Docent Library
titles located online at BigTent, there is a forum for
the Docent “Bookies” book group to discuss the
current selection, review and/or recommend other
books and find information regarding upcoming
meetings. While creating a login allows you to
become a subscriber to the group (there is no
cost), you may also simply login as “read only” to
browse the postings.

For the new year, why not delve into the life of John
Sutter or Mariano Vallejo, learn about making
adobe bricks or rending tallow candles, immerse
yourself in the culture of Mission Indians or the
hardships of families coming by wagon train across
the Plains to California? All this and more may be
found in the Docent Library!
You can preview our book collection by going on
line (see below) or just come get the library key
from the Barracks and browse. Please return the
book to the Mission front desk when you are done,
and little elves will refile it for the next reader!

Visit https://www.bigtent.com/groups/docentlibry
and either create a login and password (box on the
right) or use the “Read-Only” login by typing
docent@sonic.net into the email box and use
SPSHP123 as the password. If you have any
questions, email to Yvonne Bowers,
yvonnebowers@mac.com.

Many thanks to Mandy Weil, Yvonne Bowers,
Clinton Smith, and Darlene Nye for recent book
donations (did I miss anyone?). We still need
some extra shelving or stackable crates for the
southwest corner of the library to store Association
supplies. Contact Lisa Tremblay or Suzanne
Berube if you have any storage containers to
donate.

The Docent Bookies met upstairs in the Barracks
Conference Room after the superb Docent Lunch
on Dec. 5. Yvonne Bowers led the discussion of
"General Vallejo and the Advent of the Americans"
by Alan Rosenus. Tom Martin gave a brief report
on archaeological digs done at Rancho Petaluma.
The book is "Lost Laborers In Colonial California,
Native Americans and the Archaeology of Rancho
Petaluma," by Stephen W. Silliman. If you are
doing tours at Rancho Petaluma, this is an
important work for you. Both books are available in
the Barracks Bookstore and Docent Library.

HOW TO ACCESS THE DOCENT LIBRARY
LISTINGS ON LINE:
Go to Big Tent website and type in Docent
Bookies when prompted to describe your group.
Type this email address into the Member Login box
--- docent@sonic.net — then type this as the
password --- SPSHP123. To get to the library
holdings listings, go to Utilities and then click on the
“Files” tab. You can choose from Author Listings,
Title Listings and Subject Listings.

Yvonne Bowers, Big Tent Administrator
Tom Martin, Bookie Organizer

Lisa Tremblay, Docent Librarian

lisaftremblay@aol.com

Fandango at the Petaluma Adobe
Our annual fandango at the Petaluma Adobe
was held on October 3rd, honoring the tradition
of the Californio ranchers of the 1840’s who
held a fandango to celebrate the end of the
matanza, the slaughter of cattle for hides and
tallow. Although we no longer have a matanza
we still enjoy a dance party so the focus of our
fandango was on dancing, with performances
and instruction by members of the Baile de
California and Yesteryears dance troupes of
California. Both groups are dedicated to
preserving our cultural history through dance
and music.
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Numbers for 2015

Meet our Treasurers, Old and New

In 2015 there were 72 docents who led tours at
our park venues, about the same number as in
2014. Through the first ten months of 2015
these docents contributed more than 1,700 tour
hours (also about the same as in 2014) during
which they spoke with more than 31,000
visitors, about 1,000 more than in 2014. The
biggest changes were at the Barracks, where
there were more tours and about 2,000 more
visitors, while at the Toscano tour hours were
down and about 1,000 fewer visitors were
shown through the hotel and kitchen.

At the October board meeting Marshall West
tendered his resignation as Treasurer of the
Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Association.
Marshall has been the only Treasurer many of us
have known. He began as Treasurer of the "Old
Adobe Association” around 1997. This group had
responsibilities for the Petaluma Adobe State
Historic Park. That association eventually merged
with the Sonoma SHPA in 2001 when the Old
Adobe Association could not obtain IRS certification
of the 501(c)3 status. That year, Marshall became a
board member and was elected as Treasurer of the
SSHPA. He was Treasurer of the combined parks
association for fourteen years and served another
four years before that with the Old Adobe group.

Docents should be proud of the impact they
have on visitors and students through the telling
of the history of our local historic parks and the
people who lived and died here.

We thank Marshall for these many years of
exemplary service handling the finances of our
Association. But, quoting Marshall, “After serving so
many years with the SSHPA (under a variety of
Presidents), I felt it was time for me to step aside
and allow someone else to participate.” He will
spend more time with his family, particularly his
young granddaughters, and on travels with his wife.

Membership in Sonoma Petaluma Parks stood
at about 125 persons at the end of 2015, with
24 of these members residing in Petaluma. A
large part of our membership comes from the
docent ranks but there are still docents who are
not members. SPPArks strives to enhance the
docent experience through support of docent
training and enhancement lectures, the annual
picnic and holiday luncheon, and other docent
program needs. SPParks also provides financial
support for the many community programs in
the parks throughout the year.

Stephen Hamilton was unanimously elected to fill
the Treasurer position vacated by Marshall.
Stephen joined the Sonoma Petaluma Parks
Association Board in October 2014. He helped
manage our June 2015 fundraiser at Lagunitas
Brewery and was a key figure in the success of that
event. Stephen has extensive managerial
experience in public, private, and not-for-profit
organizations. He qualified as a chartered
accountant in the UK and as a CPA in the US.
Today he serves as President of the Board of
Directors of Cinnabar Theater in Petaluma, where
has and his wife, Fiona, reside.

We hope that those docents who are not
members of SPPArks will consider joining in
2016. You can do it online, at sonomaparks.org.
Bob Alwitt, docents statistics and
SPParks membership chair

In Memoriam, Bettie Crossfield Allen and Sheila Cole
Sadly we report the passing of two long time
docent leaders, Bettie Allen and Sheila Cole.
We offer both families our deepest
condolences.

Sheila Cole passed away on Jan 1, 2016. Sheila
joined the docent ranks in 1997 and was Docent
Chair in 2008 and 2009. As Chair she worked to
provide meaningful input to state parks regarding
docent training and docent organization policy.
Sheila was on leave of absence from docent
activities since 2013 but she was part of an effort to
garner support for a statue of Mariano Vallejo in the
Plaza. City Council approval and initial funds have
been obtained and when that project comes to
fruition it will, in part, be a tribute to Sheila’s
unflagging support of our historic heritage.

Bettie Crossfield Allen died on November 7,
2015. Bettie was a founding member of the
Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Park Docent
Organization and served as chair from 1994 to
1996. With State Parks, she established the
Training Program we use to this day. She was
active in training, interpretation and in the
organization of events. In recent years she
served as Docent Emerita. She will be missed.
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Adobe Dirt
The winter holiday and school break brought
families, travelers and transient animals to the
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park. Besides our
docents braving the cold weather to provide quality
tours for visitors, the red-shafted flickers have
returned. If you want to see them, they are usually
easy to spot in the afternoon. The red shouldered
hawks are back too, possibly to stay and refurbish a
prior year’s nest. We haven’t seen the turkeys since
the week before Thanksgiving (did you have turkey
for dinner?) but the deer are still snacking in the
picnic area. The last storm flushed out the creek
bed and the water is flowing clear. The pastures
and grounds are green and the cactus perked up
with the rain and gets many visitor compliments.
We are constantly cleaning the building and
grounds, and will be advertising for volunteer
assistance soon. Park Interpretive Specialist Kathy
Wolcott has been helping with the cleaning and you
can notice the progress she has made upstairs.
We have been busy gearing up for winter. If you
haven’t been to the park in a while, you will notice
our newly sealed and painted parking lot and the
newly sealed pathway up the hill.

Fourth Grade Exhibits at the Barracks
The annual Sonoma schools exposition in the
Barracks is scheduled for this May. Fourth Grade
classes in almost all of the public and parochial
schools set up exhibits in the Barracks meeting
room. The displays represent a variety of
classroom work including research papers, maps,
and Mission models among others. The Parks
Association donates $300-400 to each school for
use by teachers in the program. Proceeds from
the Barracks Bookstore sales provide the funds.
Any docent who wishes to assist with the Fourth
Grade Program, please contact Tom Martin.
[tvmsonoma@att.net/938-5025]

Upcoming Lectures sponsored by Sonoma
Valley Historical Society
Saturday, Jan 9, 2:00 PM, Sonoma Community
Center, Room 110
Local historian Arthur Dawson will speak on “The
Prehistory, Settlement and Early Development of
Glen Ellen, c. 10,000 BC – 1940”, the evolution of
the northern Sonoma Valley town of Glen Ellen.
Thursday, Feb 4, 10:00 AM, Depot Park Museum
Patrick Garcia and Sonoma City Historian George
McKale will speak about the Californios culture of
the people who settled California from Spain and
then Mexico and the changes that took place when
the United States conquered California.
__________________________
Saturday, March 12, 2:00 PM, Sonoma Community
Center, Room 110

We have also started a revamp of our gift shop
area. Store Manager Patrick Kearney brought new
items to sell, which inspired a major cleaning and
reorganization of the gift shop. Come out and see
all we’ve been doing!
Jennifer Hanson, Guide

Nametags and Parking Passes

Historian Chris O'Sullivan will share his findings
about Mariano Vallejo’s political alliance with the
American merchant and diplomat Thomas Oliver
Larkin. Together they pursued a patient strategy
pushing for California's peaceful, voluntary
unification with the United States. Their plans were
nevertheless upended by the June 1846 Bear Flag
Rebellion, which resulted in both men becoming
prisoners of war and losing influence over what
degenerated into a tragic conflict.

Any docent who needs a new nametag or has an
expired parking pass should contact Ari DeMarco to
order a new one. If you wrote your name on the
sheet at the last quarterly meeting there is no need
to reply.
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Christmas Crafts Workshop at Vallejo Home
The 26th Annual Victorian Christmas Crafts
Workshop was held at the Vallejo Home on
Sunday, November 15. It was a windy, blustery
day but over 1,400 visitors attended and enjoyed
making gifts, trinkets, wreaths and partaking of the
holiday refreshments.
Thanks to these volunteers who made this a
success!

Christmas at the Mission
The annual Christmas at the Mission celebration
was held on December 12. After attending one of
the four candlelight carol sessions at the Mission
people wandered to the Barracks for refreshments,
crafts and a wonderful campfire with musical
interludes led by Alex Coburn and Philip Herrschaft.
Even the store was kept open. The Pickle Creek
Band regaled the crowd with old favorites at the
Toscano Hotel and the wail of the bagpipes
attracted people to the General Hooker House.
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Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks Association
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

LINKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks: http://sonomaparks.org
California State Parks: http://www.parks.ca.gov
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: www.petalumaadobe.com/
MEETINGS
Docent Quarterly Meetings: Second Saturday in March, June, September 10:00 am
First Saturday in December 10:00 am
Parks Association Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday 10:00 am
Alternating Location, Sonoma Barracks and District Office, Petaluma
GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE
The Gazette and Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with News and Events can be found at
sonomaparks.org
Gazette Editor Bob Alwitt (707)933-9795, SPSHPAmember@comcast.net
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