SONOMA and PETALUMA ADOBE STATE HISTORIC PARKS

Docent and SPParks

WINTER 2019
MESSAGE FROM THE DOCENT CHAIR

MESSAGE FROM SPPARKS
We were fortunate to have fair weather for the
three main park events of 2018.
The 29th Annual Victorian Christmas Crafts
Workshop at the Vallejo Home was held on
November 11th. Thank you to all of the volunteers
who, despite a bit of smoke in the air, helped to
make this a fun event for the children. Thanks
also to Santa for coming early this year and a
special “thank you” to Mike Cox for helping to set
up and disassemble the canopies and tables for
the event.
The SPPARKS Annual General Meeting (AGM) was
held at the Barracks and the Toscano Kitchen on
November 14th. Delicious appetizers, wine and
pizza were served and we were pleased to
welcome our three new board members: Mike
Owens, Lisa Tremblay and Sue Vargas, retiring
board member Jeff Weiss and our newly elected
Vice President Scott Pace (who used to be
Supervising Ranger for Sonoma State Historic
Park).
“Holidays on the Northern Frontier” was the
theme for the year-end holiday celebration and
public event on December 8. A rare glimpse into
the Blue Wing Inn, old-time music at the Toscano
Hotel, carols at the Mission, and a military
takeover of the Barracks were the sights and
sounds of this park holiday event. It seemed like
all of Sonoma was there to celebrate!
As I assume the position of President of SPPARKS,
one of our goals will be to prepare for the 200th
anniversary of the establishment of Mission San
Francisco Solano. This may include updating and
refurbishing displays at the museum.
Lastly, a very special “thank you” to Yvonne
Bowers who, with gracious leadership and
(continued on page 3)

When I am ‘on station’ as a docent I meet some
very interesting people, and also a few rather
unresponsive ones. Their responses to just a few
of my questions (“where are you from?” etc.) helps
me figure out their interest and how to share about
the site. …Are they eager to learn and interact or
are they just wanting a brief overview, so they can
get to their next stop? Generally, I spend time with
the more-attentive visitors, these are the moments
that we all enjoy! If they are more distracted and
passive, I simply provide some highlights and let
them get on their way, still with a better
appreciation of our sites. Either way, it can be a
positive experience!
Recently in an email, our faithful scheduler Pete
Rizzo reminded us to consider how reliable I am in
fulfilling the four-hours per month we all
volunteered for. A good word! As I learned this
past year myself, sometimes personal/family
concerns can prevent us from volunteering. If so,
a simple communication call/email is in order.
Otherwise, please remember to “fill in those blanks
in the schedule!” This helps everyone out, and the
Parks need us all! …See you ’on station.’

Ed Purkey, Docent Chair

MESSAGE FROM RANGER ROB
This is the time of year to review accomplishments
and give thanks to those staff, docents, volunteers
and SPParks members who contributed to the
many successful public events and activities at our
venues in 2018. I’ll start with thanks to Yvonne
Bowers for all her hard work as the most recent
President of SPPARKS and look forward to
working with Jim Danaher in that role. Thanks to
Ed Purkey, Sharon Douglas and Suzanne Berube
for holding the docent program together, even
when Ed wasn’t always available. Thanks to
Joleen, Sharon and others who assisted in the
docent training program completed by thirteen new
trainees.
(continued on page 3)

Volunteer Coordinator Update

MISSION NOTES

The New Year has brought thirteen new docents to
the 2019 program. Both trainees and mentors
worked diligently through the holidays with the
goal of completing two sites before the spring
quarterly meeting. Please welcome Jerry Pozo as
Father Fortuni to the Sonoma Mission, Vera
Svalgaard De Geest to the Sonoma Mission and
lace maker to the Petaluma Adobe, along with
photographer Kathy Paulsen also to the Petaluma
Adobe.

I take a bit of a breather with the passing of
“Holidays on the Northern Frontier.” I enjoy leading
the Christmas at the Mission part of the event, a
holiday tradition in Sonoma. The new choir director
for Sonoma Valley High School was eager to
continue the collaboration. We didn’t have a donkey
this year, but Ed Purkey (the Innkeeper), Dino
Estella (Joseph), and Sarah Ross (Mary) did a
great job leading the way with the posada.
This is the time of year, when 4th graders start to
descend upon the Sonoma Mission to gather
information for reports. Our Saturdays and Sundays
will become busier for the next few months as
families come for tours. Two Saturdays a month I
will be adding to the experience by providing a
hands on activity that focuses on a theme of the
era; inspiring students about the history will
hopefully encourage them to continue learning
about the past.

I will be preparing our Volunteer in Parks Program
report for the State in January along with
processing the Park’s Pass Program for 2019.
Volunteers dedicating 40+ hours in 2018 will
receive the District Wide Park Pass and those with
close to 200 hours will receive the State Wide Park
Pass in February.
Active and recently graduated volunteers (40+
hours in 2018) have been invited to attend the
Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on January
24th. Please make sure to rsvp as soon as possible
if you have yet to do so. I enjoy planning this
event in appreciation of your dedication and
support, along with the delivery of an anticipated
surprise.

Mark your calendars for Children’s Day at the
Mission on Saturday, April 27. I have some ideas
for new stations, more information in early
March.Thanks to everyone who puts in valuable
time at all the locations that makes Sonoma SHP
such a great park to visit. Happy New Year!

Joleen Ossello, Volunteer Coordinator

Victorian Christmas Crafts Workshop

Emily Walski, Guide I

The 29th Annual Victorian Christmas Crafts
Workshop was held on a smoky Sunday, Nov. 11,
at the General Vallejo Home. Over 200 children
enjoyed eighteen crafts under a number of new
pop-up canopies purchased by SPParks. Despite
the smoke, the weather was pleasant and warm,
and many visitors were undeterred and happy to
see the event back at the Vallejo Home after last
year’s October wildfires required us to partner with
Christmas at the Mission. I’d like to oﬀer a big
thanks to the Docent and other volunteers who
helped make this a memorable event. A good time
was had by all!

Adobe Dirt
The Petaluma Adobe has habitat for a variety of
seasonal animals. Migrating birds were coming
through this fall including the red-shafted Northern
Flickers. Over the years they have been
responsible for much of the degradation of the
adobe walls, pecking holes in the mortar near the
eaves where they make nests. Over the last couple
of years most of this damage has been repaired
and netting was put in place to keep them out. Let’s
hope we’ve solved the problem.
Last week I witnessed an unusual phenomenon on
a foggy day. A loud high pitched sound emanated
from a large group of starlings located in the tops of
leafless trees on the eastern edge of the parking lot
area. A small group would fly up from the trees,
return and then fly east towards the neighboring
vineyards. As they approached the vineyard, a
large group of birds would rise up out of the
vineyard, making a large black cloud of birds, and
then would all go out of sight into the vineyard. This
went on until the trees were empty. The large group
then took flight over the vineyard and farm
buildings, moving in a big shifting mass. They
quickly changed directions before they landed

Yvonne Bowers, VCCW Organizer
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(continued on p. 4)

SPPARKS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MESSAGE FROM SPPARKS (continued from p. 1)

awesome organizational skills, directed and
presided over the SPPARKS board for the last
three years. She will continue to be a board
member (thank goodness!) and will now
concentrate on the financial aspects of our
association.

About 30 SPParks members gathered for the
Annual General Meeting on November 14th in the
A/V room at the Sonoma Barracks. After
welcoming comments, President Yvonne Bowers
narrated a Powerpoint presentation, created by
Dave Brummett, of SPParks many activities and
substantial achievements during 2018. Rob Pickett
thanked the Association, and individual Board
members, for their contributions to the parks
throughout the year.
Election of new Board members and Board
officers produced these results:

Jim Danaher, SPParks President

MESSAGE FROM RANGER ROB (continued from p. 1)

Our maintenance staff painted the Vallejo Home,
Toscano Hotel and Kitchen, and Barracks - three
big projects - Yay!

Re-elected for 3 year term: Jim Danaher, Stephen
Hamilton
Elected for 3 year term: Mike Owens, Lisa
Tremblay, Sue Vargas and Jeff Weiss
Elected Board President for 2 year term: Jim
Danaher
Elected Board Vice-President for 2 year term:
Scott Pace

Staff and volunteers combined their talents to
create a Fourth of July parade float that took 1st
place in the nonprofit category. It honored our park
staff for their heroic effort making sure park
structures and the artifacts they contain were kept
safe during the October 2017 fires.

After the Business Meeting members, staff and
guests meandered to the Toscano Kitchen to
share Mary's pizza. The winner of Dave
Brummett's raffle was Vera Svalgaard, docent in
training, and she received a copy of the Jorgensen
Mission Paintings book.

After many years of starts and stops, the most
recent efforts of Ronnie Cline and Carol Dodge,
with help from Patrick Kearney and Stephen
Hamilton and financing by SPPARKS, resulted in
publication of a coffee table book of the Chris
Jorgensen paintings. Buy your copy at the
Barracks Book Store.

Bob Alwitt, Editor

We had a fantastic year of special docent tours, so
thanks to all who helped. Thanks also to everyone
who led folks on regular tours this year, worked
special events and in the Barracks Gift Store. This
year Pueblo Day was combined with activities at
other historic venues in Sonoma to create a larger
event, “Passport to History”, that was well received
even though it was a blazing hot day.
If there are things you would like to see done in
2019 in our parks, please drop the suggestion to
me, robert.pickett@parks.ca.gov., Joleen or the
docent chair. SPPARKS is always looking to fund
new worthwhile projects. Remember, it should fit
under one of SPPARKS three pillars of
AWARENESS, PRESERVATION, or
EDUCATION.

Jim Danaher and Yvonne Bowers

photo Bob Alwitt

NEXT QUARTERLY DOCENT MEETING

Lastly, I wish you a New Year full of good health,
prosperity, and peace.

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2019

Rob Pickett, Sector Supervising Ranger

10:00 AM, BARRACKS A/V ROOM
SIGN UP FOR APRIL-JUNE TOURS
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Jorgensen Book Reception

again in the vineyard. This behavior is called a
murmuration of starlings. It was a treat to watch.

On the early evening of October 18 about fifty
people gathered in the Sonoma Mission courtyard
to greet the long-awaited arrival of the book,
“California Missions, The Paintings of Chris
Jorgensen,” with full color reproductions of all the
Jorgensen paintings on display at the Sonoma
Mission. Yvonne Bowers, President of SPParks,
spoke of the long road to get to this point, of the
many starts and stops over the years, and the final
successful push by Ronnie Cline, under the
guidance of Carol Dodge, and with financing
provided by SPParks. Carol told us the history of
the collection and Ronnie gave a recap of their
effort. Difficulties persisted to the day of the
reception as Stephen Hamilton and Jim Carr had
to travel to Alameda to pick up fifteen cases of
books that had just cleared Customs.

While we can’t count on animals being here for
visitors, or even visitors being here for our docents,
we can rely on our docents. Last weekend a visitor
left the park and came back before 1PM because
she wanted a docent tour. Our docent Karen
Baldwin jumped right in and spent extra time
answering all of the visitors’ questions. The docent
trainees have been here studying and practicing,
and the mentors are dedicated to helping them. We
are going to end up with a great bunch of new
docents, I hope they will be giving tours here. Come
visit, experience the seasonal changes, take a tour,
or just brush up on Californio history.

Guide Jennifer Hanson

Bob Alwitt, Editor

Book Group Reading for March
“1846 – Year of Decision” by Bernard De Voto
Noel Lytie’s suggestion of “1846” is our reading for
the first quarter of 2019. De Voto, born in Utah, was
an acclaimed historian and columnist (“The Easy
Chair”) as well as the editor of the Saturday Review.
He wrote of the west including a trilogy composed of
“Year of Decision” (1942), “Across the Wide
Missouri,” (1947), and “Course Of Empire” (1952).
He also edited and published “The Journals of
Lewis and Clark” in 1953. De Voto was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize for history and the National Book
Award, he died in 1955.

Stephen Hamilton with Jorgensen book (photo Bob Alwitt)

1846 – Year of Decision details the remarkable
histories of people and events that simultaneously
occurred in a two year span. In broad scope this
work covers activities of the mountain men, the Polk
Administration’s foreign policy leading to the War
with Mexico, the westward movement of settlers to
California and the Oregon country, Brigham Young’s
Mormon migration, John C. Fremont and the Bear
flaggers, the conquest of California, the Mormon
Battalion in So. California, and the tragedy of the
members of the Donner Party. Add to this the
adventure of Francis Parkman, an historian
experiencing history on the western frontier, and
you have an outstanding work.

Membership Madness
Progress is being made! We now have 155
members and one business contributor. Mary’s
Pizza continues to support us with membership and
discounts. (Please give Mary’s your business when
you are able.) We are looking for ways to make
membership more valuable to members as well as
to Parks. We did a survey of members attending
the AGM and will use the results to poll everyone.
Stay tuned.
Renewal dates are migrating to January 1st of each
year. Renew now and your membership will come
due next on 1/1/2020.

Docents will find “1846” a work that pulls together
stories that occurred within the time frame of
1846-1847 to which we refer on Park tours. “1846,
Year of Decision,” is available at nominal prices on
line, it may be in the Docent Library as well. Good
reading friends.
Tom Martin, Head Bookie ,

Take advantage of member discounts! Stop by the
Barracks store and participate in our sponsored
events when you can. As always let us know if we
can help in any way.
Dave Brummett, SPParks Membership Chair
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HOLIDAYS ON THE NORTHERN FRONTIER
On December 8, the Sonoma SHP venues were
filled with holiday revelers taking part in activities
they have come to love through the years.
Participants attended three sessions at the
Mission, joining the Sonoma Valley HS Choir in
singing carols under the watchful gazes of Mary
(Sarah Ross) and Joseph (Dino Estella). Sheriff
Alex Coburn preserved order at the Blue Wing Inn
(though this hardly seemed necessary at the table
where kids were making clove oranges). Crafts
also were pursued in the A/V room at the Barracks,
while in the courtyard the 20th Maine Company G
bivouacked and greeted visitors. The Toscano
Hotel once again echoed with the merry sounds of
the Pickle Creek String Band. A memorable night
on the town.

Bob Alwitt, Editor
(photos by Joleen Ossello and Ed Purkey)

Blue Wing Inn

(continued on p. 6)

Holidays on the Northern Frontier (cont. from p. 5)

Barracks Courtyard
Toscano Hotel

MEET OUR DOCENTS

enlighten others, prompt them to visit more state
parks sites and bring a more informed look at our
historical past.

(Ed. note. This is another installment in our series
of brief biographies of our docents. Kathy Paulsen,
Jerry Pozo and Vera Svalgaard De Geest are the
first graduates of our 2018 docent training class.
We hope to have Vera’s bio in our Spring 2019
issue.)
Kathy Paulsen. My interest in history dates back
to childhood when my father would take Easter
break off so we could do family road trips. He
took the family to all the missions of California as
well as a variety of other historical sites. His
fondness for history was passed down to me.
What fascinates me the most is the reinterpretation of the history we were taught in
school based on the new information that has
come to light. I enjoy sharing this information with
others which is why I decided to be a docent.

Jerry Pozo as Rev. Peter Y. Cool with his horse, Macho

Jerry Pozo. I was born and raised in Alameda,
went into the US Air Force in 1969 and spent 3
years in Asia, then went on to teach elementary
school before getting into construction
manufacturing technical representation for 39
years. Now I am retired and recently moved to
Petaluma.

Easy2Hike App
The Easy2Hike App is now available on our
website, sonomaparks.org. Just click on About Us
to find it. Download this free app to your
smartphone or tablet. Get access to maps and
walking routes at many California State Parks,
including our Sonoma State Historic Park and
Petaluma Adobe SHP. With the app you can find
your location on the street or trail, see distance to
your destination, get great educational information
on the points-of-interest and easily find the park
facilities.You can pre-download all maps, so even
without cell service the maps will continue to work
using your phone’s GPS signal.

In 2010 while living in the foothills, I became a
docent/reenactor involved with James Marshall
Gold Discovery Park as Reverend Peter Y. Cool
and it brought back the love of California and
history. As a “Petaluman of Yesteryear” I have
been John Agustus McNear and Rev. Lorenzo
Waugh, appeared with the Buena Vista Winery
Players as Senator John Charles Fremont, been a
Vaquero at Petaluma Adobe and a Soldier at
Sonoma Barracks. I will be Fr.Buenaventura
Fortuni as of January 1 at Mission Sonoma. I
hope my enthusiasm, and history background will
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BARRACKS STORE
The Barracks Store is pleased to announce a new
set of greeting cards created exclusively for us by
Sonoma’s own Barbara White Perry. Barbara is a
SONOMA TREASURE ARTIST, named by the city
of Sonoma’s Cultural and Fine Arts Commission,
and has been drawing Sonoma’s historic
properties since 1999. This new set of cards
includes Barbara’s images of the Vallejo Home,
Toscano Hotel, Barracks, Sonoma Mission and
her most recent drawing, the Petaluma Adobe.
These sets can be found in the store right next to
her exquisite book Drawing Sonoma a collection of
55 ink and vine-charcoal drawings, each with a
colorful story of the properties past created by the
artist herself.

extremely proud to offer it at both the Barracks
store and Mission San Francisco Solano.

While you are perusing our living legends
creations, be sure to check out Chris Jorgensen’s
book as well. CALIFORNIA MISSIONS the
paintings of Chris Jorgensen was recently
published after years of fundraising and we are

The Barracks Store thanks you for your support in
2018 and wishes you all the best in the year to
come.

Patrick Kearney, Store Manager

7 of 8

Sonoma Petaluma Parks
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

LINKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks (SPParks): http://sonomaparks.org
Sonoma State Historic Park: http://www.parks.ca.gov/sonomashp
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events: http://www.parks.ca.gov/petalumaadobeshp

MEETINGS
Docent Quarterly Meetings: Sonoma Barracks A/V Room, Second Saturday in March, June, September,
10:00 AM, First Saturday in December, 10:00 AM
SPParks Monthly Board Meetings: Second Tuesday, 10:00 AM
GAZETTE AND DOCENT SCHEDULE ONLINE
The Gazette archive, Quarterly Docent Tour Schedule updates, along with News and Events can be found at
sonoma parks.org.
Gazette Editor: Bob Alwitt (707) 933-9795, SPParks_Membership@comcast.net
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