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Fall 2021
News from Ranger Rob SPParks Update

All our park units are open with the only 
COVID-19 restriction being that you have to wear 
a mask indoors regardless of vaccination status. 
There has been a good flow of visitors.

We have added 3 park interpretive specialists 
(PIS) and 1 park aide. This allows us to open all 
our facilities for almost a full 7 days per week. The 
District has been collecting applications for 
Interpreter I positions for both the Sonoma and 
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Parka.  Hopefully 
we will begin interviews in October.  

Two interpretive panels in the Casa Grande 
courtyard, the large one and the one in front of 
the hotel, will be replaced due to sun damage. 
They are still under warranty so the state won't 
have to pay anything. The new Barracks Store 
sign is hanging in the Barracks breezeway. The 
lighting project in the store was completed, adding 
new bulbs, more light and security cameras! 
Thanks to SPPARKS for funding both these 
projects.

In early October, the barracks will be hosting 
State Park Peace Officers from Bay Area District, 
Russian River/Mendocino District, and Diablo 
Range District for a mandated 2-Day Use of 
Force Training.  Officers will attend a lecture, go 
through several Use of Force Simulators, and 
take part in possible scenarios in the barracks 
courtyard.  During these trainings the store will be 
open, but the rest of the Barracks will be closed to 
the public.

Thanks to all the staff and volunteers for 
continuing to press through this pandemic, and to 
all our loyal visitors for dropping by or purchasing 
something from the store. Have a great Fall 
season, stay safe, and be well.

Fast forward to Fall…  Hope you all had a good 
summer. Hopefully, many of you enjoyed the 
recent SPParks lecture “Trees of Change” by Nick 
Heitkamp. Prior to Nick’s talk, I asked the 
audience to consider joining the SPParks Board of 
Directors. There are three openings that we want 
to fill at our Annual General Meeting on 
November 10.  Board members promote our 
historic parks within the community, organize 
special events, work with parks staff to identify 
projects to be funded by SPParks, and apply for 
grants for major projects such as the Petaluma 
Adobe restoration.  

Now we need your help to achieve our goals for 
the coming year.  SPParks’ near-term, 
operational goals are to revitalize the Mission 
fountain and exterior lighting and to continue 
funding for repair and restoration of the 
Petaluma Adobe. In the longer term, we are 
planning for the 200-year commemoration of the 
establishment of Mission San Francisco Solano in 
2023. Please contact me if you are interested in 
joining the board (jimdanaher43@gmail.com). 
SPParks’ Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be 
November 10th. Installation of new board 
members and re-election of present members 
will be on the agenda. 

Many thanks to our three board members who 
recently left: Stephen Hamilton, Tom Martin and 
Lisa Tremblay. Lisa was on the board for three 
years and organized the Second Thursday Lecture 
Series. This was transformed to Zoom 
presentations during the pandemic; she didn’t 
miss a lecture and led us back to the Chapel once 
again. Stephen served as treasurer for seven 
years. He helped organize a successful fundraiser 
event for the Petaluma Adobe restoration, 

Rob Pickett, Supervising Ranger (continued on p. 3)
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Notes from the Docent OrganizationNotes from the Docent Organization
Hopefully we will perform more volunteer work in 
what remains of 2021 and beyond. Our priorities 
remain the same:  1) to ensure that our docent 
organization provides consistent and high-quality 
support to the Sonoma and Petaluma Adobe State 
Historic Parks through docent-led tours and at 
special events; 2) to bring the docent organization 
together for effective and informative quarterly 
meetings, annual picnic, and training and 
enrichment opportunities.  

Our next docent meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 4th. Two lectures in the Mission Chapel 
will provide docent enrichment opportunities: On 
October 7 Glenn Farris will discuss the windmill 
industry at Fort Ross, and on October 28 we will 
hear from Clint McKay, a Pomo/Wappo basket 
maker. Details are provided by Lisa Tremblay in an 
article on page 3. 

Docents got back to work in July volunteering at 
all our parks venues. Thank you to those who 
signed in to Better Impact (and remembered your 
login credentials!) and volunteered for shifts over 
the past few months.  The Better Impact 
database indicates that we are covering 
approximately 25 percent of the available shifts. 
That is a great start – but there is a lot of room 
for improvement. 

Breaking this down by historic venue, the 
percentage of shifts that we filled are as follows:  
Mission 11 percent, Barracks 23 percent, Vallejo 
Home 33 percent, Petaluma Adobe 21 percent, 
Toscano Hotel 38 percent, Toscano Kitchen 33 
percent. To those who volunteered, thank you for 
helping to keep the parks an interesting place for 
visitors! Thank you, especially, to the Toscano 
docents for bringing up the average!

We hope you will continue, or resume, your 
volunteer activities for the Sonoma and Petaluma 
State Historic Parks. If you need help with Better 
Impact, please feel free to contact Sharon 
(sqrlgrl49@yahoo.com) to sign up for the shifts 
that work for you. Please also remember to log 
your hours so that the data that we obtain through 

Sharon Douglas & Suzanne Berube, 
Co-chairpersons

Picnic Photos

l to r, Mary Ann Hadley, Karen Knill, Jerome Knill, Gary 
Tremblay, Lisa Tremblay, Karen Pregles, Kit Foster

              Sharon Douglas helping at the buffet.

(photo credit Yvonne Bowers)

Better Impact are meaningful.

Obviously, docent ranks have been diminished by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and more docents are 
needed to support the Parks. Since the position of 
Volunteer Coordinator has not yet been filled, we 
have worked in conjunction with Ranger Pickett and 
the district personnel office to simplify the process 
by which new volunteer docents can be recruited, 
vetted, mentored and trained. Two candidates have 
submitted the required paperwork and are studying 
the docent training manual and steeping 
themselves in the history of the Mission. If you 
know anyone who might enjoy learning and sharing 
the history of the SPSHP, with an ever-increasing 
number of visitors, please contact Suzanne 
(berlev662@gmail.com).

Despite the challenges impacting us in 2021, we 
managed to hold our annual volunteer picnic on 
August 22nd.  About 30 docents, spouses, and 
SPParks board members attended and enjoyed 
delicious food and wine in a beautiful park.  Jim 
Danaher hosted the annual history/mystery quiz 
and a good time was had by all. 
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(SPParks Update, cont. from p.1)
introduced new point of sale software for the 
Barracks Gift Store and was instrumental in the 
production and promotion of the book, California 
Missions The Paintings of Chris Jorgensen. 

The next SPParks Board meeting will be on Zoom, 
at 10am on October 12.

Jim Danaher, SPParks President

SPParks Fall Lecture Series 
A small but enthusiastic audience of about 20 
people attended the live SPParks lecture “Trees of 
Change” on Sept. 16.  Sonoma Parks Interpretive 
Specialist Nick Heitkamp used the lens of long-
standing native Redwood and Oak trees to interpret 
North Bay history. This was the first of three in-
person lectures to be held at the Sonoma Mission 
Chapel this fall. On Oct. 7, retired California State 
Archaeologist Glenn Farris will present 
“California’s First Windmills:  Light Industry at 
Fort Ross. “ On Oct. 28, local Pomo/Wappo basket 
maker Clint McKay will display his own work and 
discuss the interconnection of basket weaving with 
his own culture in “A Basket Weaver’s Journey.”

All lectures start at 7 pm in the Sonoma Mission 
Chapel and are open to the general public.  
Admission at the door is $10 general, $5 SPParks 
members, and free to SSHP docents.

Lisa Tremblay, Special Events Coordinator

         Nick Heitkamp

Treasurer’s Report
Sonoma Petaluma Parks, Inc. (SPParks) is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organized in 1982 for the benefit 
of Sonoma State Historic Park and Petaluma 
Adobe State Historic Park.  SPParks funds the 
Docent Program, events at the Park, staff training 
and artifact preservation through donations, 
membership and revenue from the Barracks Gift 
Store. The store is by far our largest source of 
revenue.

In March 2020, the Park and the Store closed in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
resulting loss of revenue was catastrophic.  
Realizing that retaining our Store Manager, 
Elizabeth Caban, was necessary for recovery, in 
June 2020 we applied for and received a PPP loan 
for payroll (which was subsequently forgiven).  A 
second PPP loan was granted (and forgiven) early 
in 2021.  Both grants allowed us to retain 
Elizabeth and open the store in August of 2020.  
The store has been over-performing almost every 
month since we reopened and has allowed us to 
rebuild our reserves to pre-pandemic levels.

Since the Park reopened June 15, 2021, the 
emphasis has been on restaffing (seriously 
depleted during the pandemic) and retraining.  
Fortunately, SPParks has been able to provide 
financial aid as requested.  We expect 2022 will 
look more “normal” and we should be able to 
provide support as we have in the past to a newly 
robust Docent Organization and parks event 
schedule.

Yvonne Bowers, Treasurer

Docent Library News
Our docent library welcomes you back! Spotlighted 
titles this month go with the SPPARKS Fall Lecture 
Series:
Oaks of California, by Bruce Pavlik, et al
So Far From Home:  Russians in Early  California, 
Glenn Farris ed.
Fort Ross, by the Fort Ross Interpretative 
Association
Indian Baskets of Central California, by Ralph and 
Lisa Woo Shanks
And here are some newly donated titles:
Documenting Everyday Life in Early Spanish 
California, G. Perissinotto ed.
Buffalo Enterprises Everything for Period Living, by 
C.S. Roberson

To use the library, borrow the key from the 
Barracks Gift Store and self-check out books for up 
to one month.  You can also contact me at 
shastatremblay@gmail.com for assistance.

Lisa Tremblay, Librarian(photo credit Bob Alwitt)
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                         LINKS 
GAZETTE
Editor: Bob Alwitt: 
administrator@sonomaparks.org 
Gazette archive online

SPPARKS and PARKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks Association 
(SPParks)

Sonoma State Historic Park
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp

Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events
http://parks.ca.gov/petalumaadobeshp

MEETINGS
SPParks Board meets 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, 10AM
Docent Quarterly Meetings at 10AM in the 
Sonoma Barracks A/V room on the 2nd 

Parks Events
Although we returned to in-person attendance at 
some recent parks and docent events, decisions 
are being made on a case by case basis. For 
events usually scheduled for November and 
December this is what we know at this time:
Victorian Christmas Craft Fair, usually held the 
second Saturday in November, has been cancelled 
due to continuing concerns about the COVID 
pandemic and the possible risk from gathering so 
many parents and children together. We regret that 
this much-loved event is being cancelled for the 
second year. 
Holidays on the Northern Frontier, Dec. 11 from 5 to 
8 pm. We will not gather in the Mission chapel to 
sing carols and listen to the high school chorus. This 
year’s event will be an open house, park buildings 
will be open into the evening to allow visitors to stroll 
through and view the decorated historic sites.  Park 
staff and docents will be on site to greet visitors and 
provide interpretation. Mark your calendars if you 
are interested in being a part of this holiday event.
SPParks Annual General Meeting, Nov. 10, 
probably will be virtual on Zoom. 
Docent Quarterly Meeting, Dec. 4, details to be 
determined.

Bob Alwitt, Editor

More help is needed in the Barracks Gift Store to 
serve the increased number of visitors stopping in. 
(Maybe attracted by the new store sign.)  
Specifically, there is a paid, part-time customer 
service position waiting to be filled. Some details 
are below, if you are interested or want more 
information please contact Elizabeth Caban, 
retailmanager@sonomaparks.org

20 hours/week, weekend availability
$15.00/hour or more, depending on 
experience
Prefer someone with knowledge of Point of 
Sales systems
In addition to serving customers, position 
requires receiving incoming merchandise and 
keeping sales floor stocked and organized. 
This may entail lifting boxes weighing up to 
25 pounds and some bending and kneeling.

Help Wanted

Elizabeth Caban, Store Manager
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