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Spring has arrived at the Sonoma and Petaluma 
State Historic Parks and that means beautiful 
weather and plenty of visitors eager to learn about 
our unique and interesting historic sites. Docents 
play a big role in interpreting these sites and our 
history – so thank you for continuing to sign up for 
and give tours. The Better Impact database 
indicates that during the first quarter of 2022, we 
have volunteered for 230 hours and have managed 
to cover approximately 50 percent of the available 
shifts at the Mission, Barracks, Vallejo Home, 
Petaluma Adobe and Toscano Hotel. 

Breaking this down by historic venue, the numbers 
indicate that we have filled approximately 50 
percent of shifts at the Mission, 22 percent of shifts 
at the Sonoma Barracks, 76 percent of shifts at the 
Vallejo Home, 84 percent of shifts at the Petaluma 
Adobe, 46 percent of shifts at the Toscano Hotel, 
and 44 percent of shifts at the Toscano Kitchen. 
We are concerned, however, that these numbers 
may be biased low since it seems as though not all 
of our volunteer hours are logged. So please 
remember to enter your volunteer hours in Better 
Impact each time you volunteer! If you need help 
with Better Impact, please feel free to contact 
Sharon (sqrlgrl49@yahoo.com).

We are excited to welcome Tyler Markley as our 
new Volunteer Coordinator and look forward to 
working with Tyler to recruit and train new docents 
and hopefully offer some refresher training to all of 
our docents. We currently have three candidates 
who are interested in becoming docents. So don’t 
be surprised if one of them asks to shadow you 
while you are giving a tour. If you know anyone who 
might enjoy learning and sharing the history of the 
SPSHP, with an ever-increasing number of visitors, 

Thank you for being a member of Sonoma 
Petaluma Parks! Your membership supports and 
promotes docent programs, and assists with 
maintenance and care of our State Historic Parks in 
Sonoma and Petaluma.
The Sonoma Mission 200 project has started 
planning for the 200-year commemoration of 
Mission San Francisco Solano in 2023. SPParks is 
one of many organizations that is participating in 
this significant event. We  funded the first public 
meeting of “stakeholders,” held on March 16 in 
Sonoma’s Veteran’s Hall. In attendance were 
members of Sonoma Valley Historical Society, 
Sonoma Valley Visitors Bureau, Blue Wing Trust, 
Sonoma State University Archeology Department 
and State Parks. Public input is important; 
elsewhere in this issue is more information about 
this project and links where you can offer your 
input. The target date to complete the planning is 
June 1, 2022.  
The Black Bear Diner set aside March 22nd for a 
special, dine-and-donate SPParks fundraiser. Many 
thanks to the Black Bear Diner (breakfast all day!) 
and all of you who participated in this dine-out 
event. Thanks also to SPParks Vice President, Sue 
Vargas, for arranging this special promotion which 
raised almost $100 for SPParks. 
SPParks is sponsoring three upcoming lectures. On 
April 21st, Arthur Dawson will present “Sonoma 
Before the Mission.”  On April 23rd, Martin Rizzo-
Martinez will discuss “Indigenous Resistance and 
Networks in the Greater SF Bay Area.” Then, on 
May 19th, Peter Meyerhof will talk about “General 
Vallejo’s Attempt to Found Mission Santa Rosa.” 
Hope to see you there!
Finally, please visit and shop at the Barracks Gift 
Store, which supports our SPParks programs.

Jim Danaher, SPParks President

SPPARKS UPDATE

mailto:sqrlgrl49@yahoo.com


MISSION 200 PROJECT

(Contents of this article is from a press release sent 
to the Gazette by Karen Barrett, Interpretation & 
Education Program Manager, Bay Area District, and 
the CA SP Weekly Digest article of 3/18/22 by 
Christen Bechert of Bay Area District.)

Mission San Francisco Solano will turn 200 on 
July 4, 2023. The Sonoma Mission is the 
cornerstone of Sonoma State Historic Park. The 
Bay Area District decided to use this 
anniversary as an opportunity to reevaluate the 
interpretive narrative of the mission. The goal 
is to address shortcomings, broaden narratives 
and to make the mission and its history 
relevant to a wider audience. The voices and 
perspectives of California Tribal Nations and 
community members are crucial in identifying 
appropriate, meaningful, and impactful ways 
to reflect on the consequences of the mission’s 
founding.

Working with the Sonoma State University 
Anthropological Studies Center (ASC) over the 
next year and a half, the Sonoma Mission 200 
Project will gather input, develop a 
commemoration plan and provide event 
management. Launched this March, the three-
phase project begins with formal Tribal 
government consultations; community 
engagement with staff, volunteers, and 
stakeholders; and an online public meeting and 
survey. The completion date for Phase 1 is 
June, 2022. The second phase includes plan 
implementation and commemoration activities. 
Phase 3 will be the production of a legacy 
document meant to shape the future 
interpretation and education programs at 
Sonoma State Historic Park.  

The first meeting, on March 10, was attended by 
staff from the district office, park interpretive 
staff, rangers, maintenance staff and park 
volunteers. The meeting was buzzing with new 
ideas and excitement for the future of the park. 
A public meeting of stakeholders and parks staff 
was held on March 16 at the Veteran’s 
Memorial Building in Sonoma.  Dana Shew of 
Sonoma State ASC chaired much of this 
meeting.  Attendees were asked to circulate to 
various locations to  post suggestions and 
comments about topics to be addressed by the 
project. The Sonoma Mission 200 project 
website -- parks.ca.gov/SonomaMission200 -- 
held an online facilitated public meeting on 
March 26. The website is a valuable source for 

information and you will find there an invitation to 
participate in a public survey. There are many ways 
for the public to provide input and help shape the 
commemoration. Information on future public 
engagement opportunities will be available on the 
following social media accounts: Instagram 
@sonomamission200, Twitter @sonomamission 
and Facebook @sonomashp. 

The Sonoma Mission 200 project is part of a larger 
effort within State Park’s Reexamining Our Past 
Initiative. Among its goals, the initiative seeks to 
address interpretive programs and exhibits in 
California’s State Park System that fall short of fully 
contextualizing the state’s history. The initiative was 
started in 2020 when State Parks joined with other 
California State Agencies to redress discriminatory 
names within the state park and transportation 
systems. This followed the national conversation 
about racist public memorials in 2019, as well as 
Governor Newsom’s formal apology to Native 
Americans and the creation of the California Truth 
and Healing Council that same year.

Meet Tyler Markley
Hello, I’m Tyler Markley and I am Sonoma State 
Historic Park’s new Interpreter 1. I will be working 
to increase interpretive programming and 
community outreach, expand video conferencing 
for school tours, digital media engagement, 
conduct training and lead our amazing staff of 
seasonal interpreters and our eventual new Guide 
I. Once I’ve learned the basics of my new position, 
I will also transition to fill the role of Volunteer Lead 
for the docent program. 
For those who would like to know a bit of my own 
personal history, I attended Cal State University 
Monterey Bay where I received my B.A. degree in 
history. While enrolled in college and working for 
California State Parks, I also worked for the City of 
Monterey as a docent at the Colton Hall Museum 
(home to California's first constitutional convention 
in 1849).  
Knowing I wanted to 
pursue a career in the 
field of history, I began 
my state park career in 
2019 at Monterey State 
Historic Park as a 
seasonal Guide Trainee 
and worked my way up 
to becoming a 
permanent Guide I.  

(continued on page 3)2

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMTguNTUxNTQwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wYXJrcy5jYS5nb3YvP3BhZ2VfaWQ9NDc5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.CCPDCgSDx--HjFx42AstrzrDXA6EfI8HBK6NXxmVAv0/s/2125865209/br/128381114267-l
http://www.parks.ca.gov/SonomaMission200
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%253A%252F%252Finstagram.com%252Fsonomamission200%252F&data=04%257C01%257CKaren.Barrett%2540parks.ca.gov%257C99800ecf0a0f4049218908da0b743b18%257C06fd3d24656448018226b407c4d26b68%257C0%257C0%257C637834891073343015%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000&sdata=1QLeCVKTmgAe0BGYPEZMam%252FtKnwEn8%252BZt185%252FnDko10%253D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%253A%252F%252Ftwitter.com%252Fsonomamission&data=04%257C01%257CKaren.Barrett%2540parks.ca.gov%257C99800ecf0a0f4049218908da0b743b18%257C06fd3d24656448018226b407c4d26b68%257C0%257C0%257C637834891073343015%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000&sdata=YeXPoOnJYOf38H6YoL7JBULQWkOnHcna8yxyz7QRUlk%253D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252FSonomaSHP&data=04%257C01%257CKaren.Barrett%2540parks.ca.gov%257C99800ecf0a0f4049218908da0b743b18%257C06fd3d24656448018226b407c4d26b68%257C0%257C0%257C637834891073343015%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000&sdata=kJwRrOfJU0vi96ZcB89DHXnle1NBggXqXB9s0s7ulFc%253D&reserved=0
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30464
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30464
https://www.parks.ca.gov/NewsRelease/976
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(Tyler Markley, cont. from page 2)

While there I conducted historic site tours and led 
MSHP's hands-on program for 4th graders. After 
almost three years and one pandemic of writing 
tours, training new employees, assisting in creating 
video content, as well taking care of the daily needs 
of the park, I’ve been promoted to Interpreter I.  

I very much look forward to working with our staff 
and volunteers to help create a space that the 
public enjoys visiting and where our volunteers and 
staff enjoy working. If you ever see me walking 
through the park and have a historic tidbit you’d like 
to share, please do! I love talking California History 
and its many connections to our lives today. 

Tyler Markley, Interpreter 1

April Events Cancelled

We will not be hosting Children's Day at the 
Mission nor Sheep Shearing at the Adobe this 
month.  As unfortunate at that is, it doesn't mean 
events at our park are over. We are looking at our 
schedule for later this spring and will let everyone 
know what that will be as soon as possible. 

Tyler Markley, Interpreter 1

News from Ranger Rob
It’s a great time of year to get out and do some 
gardening. Your help is very much needed with 
landscaping and gardening at our historic parks. 
We have only one active  volunteer at this time. 
Three cheers for Alan Piotter, but he can’t do the 
job all by himself. If you want to help, or want more 
information, please contact Doug Johnson, 
Doug.Johnson@parks.ca.gov.  We have hired a 
maintenance aide who will work 2 days/wk, and I 
am looking for additional maintenance staff, 
interpretive specialists and park aides.
The Depot Park Museum is planning a fun event 
Saturday, May 14th, from 2-5 pm, to kick off a new 
quilt exhibit. The event will be in Depot Park in front 
of the Depot Park Museum. There will be music, 
wine, an auction and craft demonstrations. People 
are needed to demonstrate crafts such as spinning, 
weaving, wood carving, and other crafts familiar to 
us from our Sonoma Park and Adobe Petaluma 
Park events.  If you would like to take part, please 
contact Kate Schertz,  kate.schertz@gmail.com,and 
let her know what you can do. This is not a State 
Park event, so you won’t get State Park hours for 
this, but you get to do crafts!

Rob Pickett, Supervising Ranger 

Volunteers at the Petaluma Adobe
Hi everyone!
Thank you for coming back to volunteering in the 
parks. We have missed you, and the public loves 
docent tours! I see firsthand how often park visitors 
light up when offered a chance to get a docent tour 
here at the Petaluma Adobe, so I know this 
happens at our other sites. We hear comments like 
“The docent really made the history come alive” 
and “Thank you, we learned so much!”  and “My 
fourth grader has been struggling with online 
learning, I am so glad we got to see this up close 
and get a guided tour. It means so much.”

We will again be presenting public events at the 
Petaluma Adobe! National Historic Preservation 
Month is May 2022. The City of Petaluma, the 
Sonoma County Library and the Petaluma Museum 
Association are planning events and have invited 
the Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park to be the 
destination event for Memorial Day Weekend.  I 
want to check interest level and availability. Would 
you like to participate?
Memorial Day Weekend - May 28, 29, 30 – 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 1pm to 3pm – 
We would like to demonstrate traditional crafts 
along with having docent tours.

Please email me with Memorial Day Weekend in 
the subject line to let me know if you would like to 
demonstrate a craft and what craft, or if you would 
like to provide docent tours. My email address is: 
jennifer.hanson@parks.ca.gov

Jennifer Hanson, Interpreter 1
(Editor’s note: Congratulations to Jennifer for her 
promotion to Interpreter 1!)

(continued on page 5)

      Petaluma Adobe Restoration Update
Design for the stabilization of the Adobe's second 
story cantilevered porch is starting. The area  is 
located at the end of the Vallejo family's residence 
portion of the historical structure,  This was 
identified as a potential hazardous area in the 2013 
Focused Condition Assessment, Structural 
engineers familiar with adobe structures are 
preparing a proposal to work with SPParks and 
State Parks to create a solution to protect the 
structure. The engineering firm will work under the 
direction of SPParks' consultant, Gil Sanchez, to 
design a solution, develop plans and provide costs 
estimates for the work. Additional funding will be 
required to commence any corrective work. 

mailto:doug.Johnson@parks.ca.gov
mailto:kate.schertz@gmail.com
mailto:jennifer.hanson@parks.ca.gov
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Suzanne Berube & Sharon Douglas, co-chairs
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please contact Suzanne (berlev662@gmail.com).

In the meanwhile, we will focus on docent 
enrichment through lectures and field trips. As 
reported elsewhere in this newsletter, SPParks has 
three lectures lined up for April and May covering 
Sonoma before the Mission, indigenous resistance 
and new information about the California missions. 
See https://www.sonomaparks.org/events for more 
information on these lectures.

About 25 docents attended the outing to the Cline 
Family Winery on March 2nd. We learned about the 
history of the Cline property as it relates to the 
founding of the Sonoma mission. and visited the 
California Missions Museum where we were able 
to walk the entire mission trail under one roof! The 
museum includes an awesome, historic display of 
all 21 California missions, built to scale in 1939 for 
the California Pacific Exhibition. Unfortunately, the 
museum has been closed to the public since 
March 2020. Cline is interested in reopening the 
museum and possibly collaborating with our docent 
organization.

On April 6th, our docent group will gather for a 
special, docent-led tour of Temelec Hall (California 
Historical Landmark #237). Temelec Hall has a 
fascinating history, lovely architecture, two swan 
fountains and many ties to Sonoma history after 
1860. Temelec Hall is typically only open to 
residents of the Temelec community, so this is a 
unique opportunity to visit this local historic site.

Finally, we are all invited to provide input to the 
Sonoma Mission 200 project, reflecting upon the 
establishment of Mission San Francisco Solano in 
1823. You will find information about this project 
elsewhere in this newsletter, and also by 
visiting www.parks.ca.gov/sonomamission200.

Our next docent meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 11th.

                 Mission San Francisco Solano

               Mission San Luis Rey de Francia

(photos by Bob Alwitt)

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.parks.ca.gov%252Fsonomamission200&data=04%257C01%257CJennifer.Patel%2540parks.ca.gov%257Cafd59c44e16f41d57b8808da093b59db%257C06fd3d24656448018226b407c4d26b68%257C0%257C0%257C637832447763234412%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000&sdata=aOniSMel%252FpGWLcBFyzTrCspIzvo2SAR2ixjhq%252FHrT9U%253D&reserved=0
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Girl Scout Visit
On March 19th we hosted Kathleen Dal Porto’s  Girl 
Scout troop from Petaluma at San Francisco 
Solano Mission. The troop was studying the history 
of the mission and reliving life from the  period 
 when the mission was running. For the occasion, 
the visitors wore appropriate period dress. Their 
focus was on women of the mission period and 
they were given handouts that included the history 
of famous women and some contemporary recipes. 
They took part in a number of activities including 
candle making, basket making, spinning and 
weaving, making butter and cooking in the 
horno. We enjoyed our day together and hope to 
host them and other girl scout and boy scout troops 
in the future. 

Kathy Wolcott, PIS & April Farnham, PIS

(Adobe Restoration, cont. from p. 3)

Organizations such as the Native Sons of the 
Golden West have indicated interest to participate 
in this next step. The proposed engineering service 
is critical to moving SPParks number one priority 
forward to preserve the Petaluma Adobe.         

Jim Carr, SPParks Project Manager

                                             (photos by April Farnham)

Spring Lecture Series
This spring is blossoming with a bounty of food for 
thought. Three SPParks lectures in April and May 
will challenge your history-loving mind.

Sonoma Before the Mission, presented by 
Arthur Dawson
Thursday, April 21, 2022 at 7pm in the Sonoma 
Missioh Chapel

Arthur Dawson is a writer and historical 
ecologist who has collected oral histories from 
local elders and contributed to many local and 
regional restoration efforts. His unique approach 
integrates field work, oral histories and archival 
research to tell the story of places and people at 
every scale, from small parcels to entire 
watersheds. His column on Sonoma County place 
names appears monthly in the Press-Democrat. 
His newest book, Where the World Begins: 
Sonoma Mountain Stories and Images, is a 
celebration of the natural history and cultural 
significance of this iconic landmark. 

Indigenous Resistance & Networks in the 
Greater SF Bay Area, presented by Martin 
Rizzo-Martinez 
Saturday, April 23, 2022 at 2pm in the Sonoma 
Barracks Audio/Visual Room

Martin Rizzo-Martinez is California State 
Park Historian for the Santa Cruz District. His 
recently published book, We Are Not Animals, 
explores the history of indigenous people of the 
Santa Cruz and Monterey Bay Area, with an 
emphasis on oral histories highlighting resistance 
and indigenous politics.  He is co-producer of the 
podcast, Challenging Colonialism, which centers 
native Californian voices in discussing issues of 
importance for Native communities today. This 
lecture will highlight the leadership of indigenous 
women in the assassination of Padre Quintana at 
Mission San Jose, as well as other oral histories 
collected in collaboration with numerous California 
tribes.

 General Vallejo’s Attempt to Found Mission 
Santa Rosa in 1839, presented by Peter 
Meyerhof
Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 7pm in the Sonoma 
Mission Chapel

Dr. Meyerhof is an independent historian 
and a board member of the Sonoma Valley 
Historical Society.  Based on previously ignored 
and untranslated correspondence from 1839, he 
will show that even after the “Mission period” as 
we know it today, the idea of establishing a new 
mission in Santa Rosa was still being considered.

For all three lectures admission at the door is $10 
for the general public, $5 for SPParks members, 
free for docents and parks staff.

Dee Katson, Events Chair



Sonoma Petaluma Parks 
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

                         LINKS 
GAZETTE
Editor: Bob Alwitt: 
administrator@sonomaparks.org 
Gazette archive online

SPPARKS and PARKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks Association 
(SPParks)

Sonoma State Historic Park
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp

Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events
http://parks.ca.gov/petalumaadobeshp

MEETINGS

SPParks Board meets 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, 10AM
Docent Quarterly Meetings at 10AM in the 
Sonoma Barracks A/V room on the 2nd 
Saturday in March, June and September and 
on the 1st Saturday in December.

More help is needed in the Barracks Gift Store to 
serve the increased number of visitors stopping in. 
(Maybe attracted by the new store sign.)  
Specifically, there is a paid, part-time customer 
service position waiting to be filled. Some details 
are below, if you are interested or want more 
information please contact Elizabeth Caban, 
retailmanager@sonomaparks.org

20 hours/week, weekend availability
$15.00/hour or more, depending on 
experience
Prefer someone with knowledge of Point of 
Sales systems
In addition to serving customers, position 
requires receiving incoming merchandise and 
keeping sales floor stocked and organized. 
This may entail lifting boxes weighing up to 
25 pounds and some bending and kneeling.

Help Wanted

Elizabeth Caban, Store Manager

sonomaparks.org
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Docent Library News
Still celebrating “March Women’s History Month”, 
the current library display shelf features books 
about women in the west. If you just read Steven 
Inskeep’s Imperfect Union about the life of 
newsmaker John C. Fremont you will want to read 
these books by and about his wife and chief 
publicist:   
Jessie Benton Fremont: A Woman Who Made 
History, by Catherine C. Phillips
Mother Lode Narratives, by Jessie B. Fremont

The display shelves also hold the latest 
additions, all donated by  fellow docents:
Adobes in the Sun, by A. Fink and M. Baer
California and the Civil War, by Richard Hurley
Irish Californians, by Patrick J. Dowling
Legends of The California Bandidos, by Angus 
McLean

Docents can borrow the library key from the 
Barracks Gift Store anytime, or stop by the library 
on April 9 and May 14 on “second Saturdays” open 
hours, between 10am and noon.

Lisa Tremblay, Docent Librarian

mailto:administrator@sonomaparks.org
https://www.sonomaparks.org/about/gazette-newsletters/
http://sonomaparks.org
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp
http://www.apple.com
mailto:retailmanager@sonomaparks.org

