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NOTES FROM THE DOCENT CO-CHAIRS SPPARKS UPDATE

 Summer 2022
Summer has arrived at the Sonoma and Petaluma 
State Historic Parks and that means warm, sunny 
days and lots of visitors to Sonoma Valley and to 
our historic sites. Docents play a big role in 
interpreting these sites and our history – so thank 
you for continuing to volunteer for tours. The Better 
Impact database indicates that during the first half 
of 2022, we volunteered for 450 tour hours and 
covered approximately 48 percent of the available 
shifts at the Mission, Barracks, Vallejo Home, 
Petaluma Adobe and Toscano Hotel combined. 
There is certainly room for improvement and we 
especially need docents at the Barracks, the 
Mission and the Toscano Hotel. Sign up for your 
tours through Better Impact. If you need help 
signing up for tour or logging your hours, please 
feel free to contact Sharon (sqrlgrl49@yahoo.com) 
or one our new Volunteer Leads. Tyler Markley 
(tyler.markely@parks.ca.gov) is the Volunteer Lead 
for the Sonoma State Historic Park and Jennifer 
Hanson (jennifer.hanson@parks.ca.gov) is the 
Volunteer Lead for the Petaluma Adobe State 
Historic Park.

Summer also means that is it time for our annual 
docent picnic. Save the date of Sunday, August 
14th. The picnic will begin in the late afternoon and 
will once again be hosted by Suzanne and held at 
Park Creek Village in Sonoma.  Details will follow. 
SPParks will provide a main course and drinks, and 
we’ll fill out the menu with a potluck buffet. There 
will be a history/mystery quiz!
About 20 docents attended the quarterly meeting 
on June 11th where we received a Volunteers in 
Parks (VIP) update from Tyler Markley and Jennifer 
Hanson, a trip report from librarian Lisa Tremblay 
about her recent visit to Colonel Allensworth State 
Historic Park, and a brief overview of the Anza 
Celebration commemorating the 246th anniversary 
of the dedication of the Presidio in San Francisco

Thank you for being a member of Sonoma 
Petaluma Parks! Your membership is important to 
support and promote docent programs, and assist 
with the maintenance and care of our California 
State Historic Parks in Sonoma and Petaluma.

Many thanks also to our special events committee 
members Dee Katson and Jerome Knill for 
organizing three outstanding lectures so far in 
2022. These included “Sonoma Before the 
Mission” by Arthur Dawson, “Indigenous 
Resistance and Networks in the Greater SF Bay 
Area” by Martin Rizzo-Martinez and “General 
Vallejo’s Attempt to Found Mission Santa Rosa” by 
Peter Meyerhof. Our SPParks summer lecture 
series begins with something for the kids on July 
9th (at 2 pm) with “A Bug’s Day at the Barracks” by 
Ryerson and Shana Bull. This will be followed on 
July 20 (at 5:30 pm) by a “Conversation” at Vintage 
House about Works Progress Administration 
(WPA) projects to preserve our Sonoma parks 
sites. See the SPParks website 
(www.sonomaparks.org) for more information.

Communication with our members is important and 
our website is a great source of information for all 
of our SPParks activities. Thanks to Bob Alwitt for 
maintaining our website and, especially, for editing 
and producing the quarterly gazette!

In May, Jim Carr and I had the pleasure of hosting 
the Native Sons of the Golden West at the 
Petaluma Adobe for a day in the park. A great way 
to improve awareness of this park and our 
continuing preservation efforts that are being led 
by Jim Carr. Thank you, Jim!

Finally, please take time to visit and shop at the 
Barracks Gift Store, which supports our SPParks 
programs. 

Jim Danaher, SPParks President

mailto:sqrlgrl49@yahoo.com
mailto:tyler.markely@parks.ca.gov
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http://www.sonomaparks.org
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Justin Smith Morrill House
A few years ago, while working at Vallejo’s home, I 
came across information regarding a house in 
Vermont that I believe was the inspiration for the 
Carpenter Gothic Sonoma home built for General 
Vallejo.  Senator Justin Smith Morrill’s home at 
Strafford, Vermont was designed and built about 
five years before Lachryma Montis.  Many of the 
exterior motifs for the Vallejo home as well as 
several other homes erected here in California 
during that same time period (including Captain 
Frisbee’s home in Benicia) were likely inspired by 
the Morrill homestead.  Another similar Carpenter 
Gothic house was constructed on Stockton Street 
in San Francisco and eventually demolished. Here 
are visual comparisons of the Justin Smith Morrill 
homestead and Vallejo’s Lachryma Montis. 

Jim Danaher

Justin Smith Morrill homestead, Strafford , Vermont

Mariano Vallejo home, Sonoma California

News from Ranger Rob

We continue to add new park staff, but also lose 
some valued people. Nick Heitkamp left us for a 
position giving tours at Alcatraz.  Dana Richards 
and Jazelle Lieske have joined us as Senior Park 
Aides. New park aides are Terry Cole, Grant 
Cubberly, Scott Minthorne and Donna Vigil; Grant 
is a student at Sonoma State University. Specific 
venue assignments have not been made, they will
be cross-trained at all three of our sites. 

Rob Pickett, Supervising Ranger

News from our Volunteer Lead

Tyler Markley, Interpreter 1 and Volunteer Lead

I am now fully engaged as Volunteer Lead of the 
Sonoma VIPP. I am here to assist you in your 
docent activities so please don't hesitate to contact 
me at tyler.markley@parks.ca.gov.
 
My current goal is for all volunteers to be 
consistently entering their hours into Better Impact 
by the start of August. For any questions/ 
concerns/ training needed regarding Better Impact, 
or the VIPP program, please reach out to me for 
assistance.
 
On Saturday, June 18, we celebrated the end of 
"California State Parks Week." I had a booth at La 
Casa Grande Plaza advertising the VIPP as well as 
encouraging guests to visit the docents in our 
historic buildings.Here is a special shout-out to Tim 
Long, Jerome, Knill and Tamra Rollins. Guests 
throughout the day told me how fantastic were the 
tours led by these docents. I couldn't be happier 
with the amazing volunteers we have here at SSHP 
and I look forward to getting to know you all better, 
and grow our program into something even better 
than it is now. Thank you EVERYONE for 
volunteering and helping make SSHP a place 
people not only enjoy coming to, but leave with a 

Next Docent Meeting
10 A.M. Saturday, September 10, 2022 

Barracks A/V Room

mailto:tyler.markley@parks.ca.gov
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SPParks Membership Special
The Board has authorized a membership deal -  
membership at the Sustaining level for the 
remainder of 2022 for just $20. If you want to join 
or renew you can do so on sonomaparks.org
by making a donation of $20 or more. If you have 
questions or need a membership form, email me at 
spparks.membership@gmail.com. 

Membership status: We have 66 paid 
memberships with an additional 25 co-members.

Mike Owens, SPParks Membership Chair

Colonel Allensworth State Park
On a recent trip to Arizona I indulged in some 
“California history sightseeing” and visited Colonel 
Allensworth State Park, located in a rural area near 
Bakersfield.  By calling ahead my husband and I 
got a personal walking tour of the restored town of 
Allensworth, which was founded in 1909 by Civil 
War veteran and army chaplain Allen Allensworth.  
Allensworth and his financial backers established 
the first independent town founded, financed, and 
governed by and for Black Americans. 
During our tour our state park guide took us into 
several restored buildings including the 1914 
schoolhouse, two private homes, and the First 
Baptist Church which has been completely rebuilt 
from its destruction in a fire decades ago. (Our 
guide told us that occasional church services and a 
few weddings have been held there.)  We also saw 
an original, tiny green building which was the first 
schoolhouse and later became Allensworth’s 
community library and eventually part of the Tulare 
County Free Library system.   

The park includes a small public campground and 
there are plans to build a new visitor center. It is 
open daily but one must call ahead (661-849-3433) 
to arrange for a tour with a guide that allows the 
visitor to go inside the locked buildings. The park 
held two special events this year with hourly tours 
and plenty of exhibits and special activities: May 
Festival on May 21 and Juneteenth on June 11. 
Check the website to learn more about the town’s 
history: https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=583. I 
highly recommend that docents plan a visit to this 
park if you are en route to southern California (but 
not in the summer when it can be very hot and 
there is little shade). It will expand your knowledge 
of California history and be a lot of fun!

Lisa Tremblay

                        classroom ca. 1914

Petaluma Adobe Renovation
On June 27, Jim Carr of the SPParks Board and 
Gil Sanchez, our consultant regarding the 
Petaluma Adobe renovation, met with Noah 
Stewart, Historian III / Cultural Resources SP and 
Matthew Allen, the new Deputy District 
Superintendent, at the Petaluma Adobe. This was 
a first opportunity for Noah Stewart and Matthew 
Allen to receive a full history of SPParks’ efforts to 
save the Petaluma Adobe from closing, and efforts 
over the last nine years to preserve the important 
historical structure. Carr and Mr. Sanchez also 
briefed the two State Parks administrators 
regarding three proposed improvements, with the 
first priority being the cantilevered porch section of 
the Adobe. Following lengthy discussion regarding 
the history of the Adobe and corrective action 
taken by the state when they assumed ownership 
of the Adobe in the 1950’s, all parties agreed that 
additional study is required. Specifically, a 
determination must be made as to what the 
original construction of the adobe included, and 
how best to strengthen the cantilevered porch 
section of the Adobe to remove the dangerous 
condition that it presents in the case of an 
earthquake. 

Also, Carr and State Parks Historian Noah Stewart 
are both conducting research regarding William D. 
Bliss, one of the last owners of the Petaluma 
Adobe. The Native Sons of the Golden West wish 
to commemorate a plaque, recognizing the fact 
that the Bliss family deeded the Petaluma Adobe 
to the Native Sons with the proviso that the 
structure be renovated as much as possible and 
that the land / Adobe be converted into a public 
park and historical monument in the memory of 
William D Bliss.   

Jim Carr, SPParks Project Manager

http://sonomaparks.org
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=583
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by none other than a descendent of the Anza 
Expedition, Ellen McBride. It was a very exciting 
meeting!
Also at that meeting, we said farewell to retiring 
docent Jean Knight after nearly 30 years of 
volunteering at the Toscano Hotel. Jean moved to 
Sonoma in the early 1990s and almost immediately 
became a docent at the Toscano Hotel, which at 
that time was managed by the Sonoma League for 
Historic Preservation (SLHP). Her favorite 
memories of the hotel include the annual SLHP 
holiday parties (Jean enjoyed being the bartender) 
and the elegant docent spring teas at which all 
were welcomed in for a “a cup of tea and a slice of 
history.” Jean also enjoyed decorating the Toscano 
Hotel for the holidays and never missed a year 
(even during the pandemic).

To honor her many years of service we presented 
Jean with a copy of the 3rd edition of “Drawing 
Sonoma” by Sonoma Treasure Artist Barbara 
White Perry; it includes drawings of many of our 
historic buildings, including the Toscano Hotel. 
Jean recently moved to Grand Junction, Colorado 
so that she could live near her son Erik. She and 
Erik plan to continue their tradition of traveling 
and, most especially, their annual hiking and 
camping trips. Thank you Jean and we wish you 
all the best!
Our next docent meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 10th. 

           Sharon Douglas and Jean Knight

Sharon Douglas & Suzanne Berube, Docent Co-chairs

Summer Fun – Lectures & Stories
Summer is sizzling with piping hot events. Three 
upcoming SPParks events will challenge you to 
jump for joy. 

Saturday, July 9 at 2 PM, SPParks will host six year old 
Ryeson Bull and his co-author and mom, Shana Bull, for 
a picture book reading and outdoor event.  The duo are 
the authors of the picture book series, Randall the Blue 
Spider & Friends, and they will read the third book in the 
series, “Randall the Blue Spider Tries Honey Cakes”, 
and organized a “Bug Scavenger Hunt” with prizes. The 
Bugs Day event will be in the Sonoma Barracks Court-
yard, 98 E. Spain St., Sonoma, and it is free for kids and 
parents. There was a fascinating article about the 
authors in the June 12 Press-Democrat: https://www.
pressdemocrat.com/article/lifestyle/one-brave-boy-and-
his-blue-spider/?clearUserState=true

A Bug’s Day at the Barracks

Sonoma History All Around Us 
Wednesday, July 20 at 5:30 PM, SPParks president Jim 
Danaher, will display and discuss photographs archived 
by the U.S. Library of Congress relating to Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) projects involving 
Mission San Francisco Solano and Lachryma Montis, 
Mariano Vallejo’s home.  His presentation will include 
photos taken prior to WPA work, details of the work done 
as well as present-day photos. Archival photographs of 
other historic Sonoma buildings will be included. This  
presentation is part of the “Conversations at the House” 
series at Vintage House Senior Center, 264 1st St E., 
Sonoma. The event is free for Vintage House members, 
$5 for nonmembers.   

Stories from Sonoma Plaza History
Thursday, August 18 at 7 PM, Sonoma Plaza 
historian Jim Silverman will present a lecture in the 
Sonoma Mission Chapel. Details are still being finalized.
Admission at the door is $10 for general public, $5 for 
SPParks members, free for docentes and parks staff. 

Dee Katson, SPParks Events Chairperson



Book Review

California’s Day Of the Grizzly by William B. 
Secrest, is a fantastic combination of natural and 
cultural history with the California Grizzly as the star 
of the show. Before reading this book, I had no idea 
how little I knew about the animal on our state flag. 
This book starts with the first encounters of these 
animals by Spanish explorers and ends with their 
extinction in the early 1900’s. The many firsthand 
accounts, historic newspaper articles, images, and 
the riveting narrative makes this book one not to be 
missed for anyone who enjoys the history of 
California. 

If this short review isn’t enough to pique your 
interest read this small snippet from page 45.

Los Angeles Star, July 11, 1853:

“It may be supposed that a genuine grizzly is 
anything else than an animal to be fondled, and yet 
we notice quite a rage among our citizens for pets of 
this kind. Captain Sublette has a couple of cubs, Dr. 
Osborn has two, and Mr. Foster two; there is also 
one at the Mission, pretty well grown, and requiring 
a strong chain to restrain him within safe limits. We 
never could find anything very lovable in a grizzly, 
but liking and disliking are a matter of taste, and to 
some people a bear may be a very agreeable 
companion. We can only suggest, therefore, to the 
proprietors of the varmints that they post up some 
conspicuous part of their establishments a notice 
like the following: “Licensed to keep grizzlies.”

If you’re now chomping at the bit to get a copy of 
this book, stop in at our wonderful Barracks Gift 
Store where it is on sale now.
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Tyler Markley, Interpreter 1

We lost many volunteers and staff over the last year 
and a half due to the Covid restrictions and resulting 
store closure. Most of those restrictions have been 
lifted but we have not yet been able to fill the 
vacancies in our sales staff. As a result, we are only 
open 5 days a week and have not been able to 
return to full 7 days a week operation. All profit from 
Gift Store sales is used by SPParks to fund Parks 
events, maintenance projects, equipment purchase 
and staff support. These expenditures are severely 
impacted by reduced Store sales due to the reduced 
hours of operation.  
 
More help is needed in the Barracks Gift Store:
• Customer service person to work 20 hours/week, 
be available on weekends. Earn $15.00/hour or 
more, depending on experience and knowledge of 
point of sales systems. Position requires receiving 
incoming merchandise and keeping sales floor 
stocked and organized. This may entail lifting boxes 
weighing up to 25 pounds. 
• We always appreciate the help of dedicated 
volunteers from the docent and SPParks ranks, so 
please consider contributing a few hours a week. 
For more information contact 
retailmanager@sonomaparks.org., or come in to 
the store and we can have a conversation. 

Elizabeth Caban, Store Manager

Annual Docent Picnic
Please save the date, August 14. At 3:30 

pm we will gather at Park Creek Village, the site of 
our recent picnics and Suzanne Berube’s home, 
bordering Sonoma Creek at the west end of 
Andrieux /Fifth St W in Sonoma. You will receive 
specific information at the beginning of August.

Time to rummage your favorite picnic 
recipes to contribute a potluck dish to share.  
SPParks will supply the main course, drinks, some 
wine and the buffet set-up. Jim Danaher is already 
gleefully crafting his devilishly difficult historical 
quiz. Plan to enjoy a lovely afternoon with fellow 
docents, parks personnel, SPParks board members 
and their families and friends.

mailto:retailmanager@sonomaparks.org
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SPPARKS and PARKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks Association 
(SPParks)

Sonoma State Historic Park
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp

Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events
http://parks.ca.gov/petalumaadobeshp

MEETINGS

SPParks Board meets 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, 10AM
Docent Quarterly Meetings at 10AM in the 
Sonoma Barracks A/V room on the 2nd 
Saturday in March, June and September and 
on the 1st Saturday in December.

sonomaparks.org
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