
   SONOMA and PETALUMA ADOBE STATE HISTORIC PARKS

Docent and SPParks

SPParks Update

News from Ranger Rob

All our park venues are closed to the public and 
will remain closed until further notice. Exceptions 
are the Sonoma Barracks Gift Store and the 
grounds at the Vallejo Home where there are 1 or 
2 staff people on site, 7 days a week, to hand out 
maps and answer questions. There is a big 
problem with wildlife at the Vallejo Home: Bats, 
ground squirrels and woodpeckers have invaded 
the structure. Noah Stewart and Doug Johnson are 
working on this. 
Our beloved Lynn Luzzi is retiring on December 
30th.  She will be sorely missed and we thank her 
for her years of service making the Mission and 
Vallejo Home look presentable and nice places to 
visit. We also thank her for her enthusiastic 
volunteers, her plant sales and passion for the 
landscape management plan, and holiday 
decorations. Due to COVID-19, there will not be a 
retirement party.  If anyone wants to drop off a note 
or rememberance to Lynn they may do so at the 
Vallejo Home maintenance shop or at the 20 E. 
Spain office, preferably before December 30th, but 
hopefully we’ll keep in touch after that.
Another major personnel change is that Volunteer 
Coordinator Joleen Ossello has transferred to 
Prairie City State Vehicular Recreation Area in 
Rancho Cordova, where she can indulge her 
passion for off-road motor vehicles. We will be 
hiring a replacement. 
This Christmas will be strangely silent on the 
Plaza. We have put up holiday decorations and the 
store will be open, but no Christmas carols at the 
Mission and the Pickle Creek Band will not be 
thumping out their rhythms at the Toscano Hotel.  
We look forward to resuming these wonderful 
traditions next year. 

Rob Pickett, Supervising Ranger

On behalf of the SPParks Board, I wish you a 
healthy and happy new year. 2020 left our parks 
shuttered and dark, but a glimmer of light was 
evident with the partial opening of the Vallejo 
Home grounds and the opening of the Barracks 
store. To give a hint of the holiday season, park 
employees decorated the downtown Sonoma park 
sites with greenery and holiday lights were added 
to the Toscano hotel and kitchen. 
As the year draws to a close, it is time to renew 
your SPParks membership. Our new membership 
chairperson, Mike Owens, has sent invitations to 
join or renew for 2021. There are several levels of 
participation and each comes with certain 
benefits; please determine which level is right for 
you. You can also find information about 
membership on our new SPParks website: 
www.sonomaparks.org/about/membership.
Your membership helps support ongoing and 
future projects such as structural repairs to the 
Petaluma Adobe, refurbishing the Mission 
courtyard fountain and adding exterior lighting to 
the Mission. Hopefully, both of the Mission 
projects will be completed prior to the 200th 
anniversary commemorating the establishment of 
Mission San Francisco Solano, in 2023.
I wish to thank our three departing board 
members, Scott Pace, Jeff Weiss, and Dave 
Brummett for all of their creative and generous 
efforts to support SPParks and the Sonoma and 
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Parks.  I also 
welcome our newest board member, Tom Martin, 
to the SPParks board.
To help get 2021 off to a good start, board 
member Lisa Tremblay has arranged a Zoom 
lecture for the evening of January 28th.  Author 
and educator Janet Dowling Sands will discuss the 
history of the California missions, the subject of 
her new book, “On a Mission.” This history and 
guide book is available at the Barracks store.
Hurry up 2021!

Jim Danaher, SPParks President

Winter 2021
The Gazette is  back for 2021!



While we don’t have much in the way of docent 
news to share, we want to bring you up to date with 
our docent organization activities and plans.  
In September we said farewell to our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Joleen Ossello. Joleen “changed 
gears” and accepted a position as State Park 
Interpreter I at Prairie City State Vehicular 
Recreation Area in Rancho Cordova.  We hope 
Joleen is enjoying her work with the off-road motor 
vehicle enthusiasts. For now, Ranger Rob Pickett 
will serve as the interim Volunteer Coordinator.
Until we can meet in person, Zoom is our 
communication tool and setting for quarterly 
meetings. We’ve all had a lot of time to read so the 
focus of our September Zoom meeting was to 
share information about books and articles.  Ellen 
and Hugh McBride prepared a summary of books 
that they and other members of our docent book 
group read earlier this year and this led to some 
interesting discussion.
Hopefully we will be able to get back to our 
volunteer work in 2021. Our priorities will remain 
the same as before: 1) to ensure that our docent 
organization provides consistent and high-quality 
support to the Sonoma and Petaluma Adobe State 
Historic Parks through docent-led tours and at 
special events; 2) to bring the docent organization 
together for effective and informative quarterly 
meetings, our annual docent picnic, and perhaps 
some training and enrichment opportunities.  As a 
start to the new year, we are planning to have a 
Zoom update meeting at 10 am on Saturday, 
January 16th. 
There is an upcoming docent enrichment 
opportunity: Lisa Tremblay, docent and SPParks 
board member, has arranged for a Zoom lecture for 
the evening of January 28th.  Author and educator 
Janet Dowling Sands will speak about her book on 
the California missions titled “On a Mission.”  
Details on how to access this presentation will be 
forthcoming. The book is for sale in the Barracks 
Gift Store. 
Hope to see you online soon.  Until then stay 
healthy and stay at home as much as possible…
Happy New Year 2021!

Notes from the Docent Organization

The popular California Bear logo that appears on 
much of our merchandise now is available wearing 
a fireman’s helmet. The Firefighter Bear was 
designed with gratitude for all the first responders 
who fought to protect the lives and property of 
Californians affected by the wildfires. Made in San 
Francisco and offered by a nonprofit, with every 
Firefighter Bear item sold, a donation is made to 
The Wildfire Relief Fund,  https://www.calfund.org/
wildfire-relief-fund/, providing assistance to fire 
victims. The Firefighter Bear is available on T-
shirts, caps, tote bags, and protective masks. Buy 
Firefighter merchandise for holiday gifts and make 
a donation to a worthy cause.

Store hours are 10:00AM-4:30PM Thursday 
through Monday. Please come in to say hello and 
check out our ever expanding inventory of items 
that are made in the USA. Our books are now 
available on Amazon, and please follow us and see 
our growing presence on social media including 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Barracks Gift Store

With COVID-19 guidelines in place, the store 
reopened in August, with wonderful support from 
the community and Bay Area residents.  Our 
stalwart volunteers, Yvonne Bowers, Mike Owens, 
Barbara Stephan, Sue Vargas and Fran Weiner, 
are following the protocols set in place to protect 
the health of staff and customers.  We miss seeing 
our 4th graders who come to tour the Mission, but 
they will be back, hopefully soon. 

Elizabeth Caban, Store Manager

NEXT SPPARKS BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 12, 2021 ON ZOOM

Request the Link from 
president@sonomaparks.org

Sharon Douglas, Suzanne Berube  - Co-chairs
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Membership Renewal

Thanks to everyone who has 
already renewed for 2020. The 
board’s goal of creating categories 
that allow support for the parks 
that meet member needs appears 
to be a good approach. At this 
writing over 60% of last year’s 
members have renewed at a range 
from $25 to $200. All members will 
have the opportunity to obtain the 
fabulous, still to be designed, 
SPParks tote bag that will highlight 
your championship of our parks. 
Members renewing at $51 and 
above are eligible to receive a 
copy of Chris Jorgensen’s book of 
paintings of our California 
missions. (Donated $50? One 
more buck and one of those books 
can be yours.)
Questions? contact 

Adobe Restoration Update
Over the past few years, damage to the adobe 
walls created by birds and wildlife has been the 
primary focus of repairs at the Petaluma Adobe. 
Replastering of the southeast walls was completed 
and prevents further damage by nesting birds and 
wildlife. But the Petaluma Adobe is in need of 
extensive structural repair and restoration. 
Following investigations by soil and structural 
engineers, three projects have been identified as 
critical. Two are within the financial capabilities of 
SPPARKS to assist State Parks in completing 
them. The Native Sons of the Golden West, both 
the Nicasio Parlor and their State Historical 
Foundation, recently expressed continued interest 
in providing financial support for these projects. 
Project One: The cantilevered porch area on the 
south wing, east end of the Adobe, is stabilized by 
a deteriorating adobe wing wall, wood beams and 
posts. Due to the weight of the second story 
adobe cantilevered walls, this is considered a 
hazardous condition and is our top priority. Two 
possible courses of action are:

a. Shore up the cantilevered section with 
jacks for a temporary fix.  An option not fully 
explored is to replace existing wood supports with 
engineered wood beams and posts. 
(Approximately $18,000)

b. Make and install adobe bricks to create 
a support wall; reinforce the new wall with steel 
rods and finish the surface of the adobe with a 
slurry seal. (Approximately $95,000 +)

Project Two:  The corners of the interior walls of 
the east wing are pulling apart. Work would 
include structural stabilization of the corners and 
replastering of the interior walls in the area 
impacted on both the  first and second stories of 
the building. (Approximately $50,000)
Project Three: The west wing of the adobe 
(Entrada on the first floor and Vallejo’s living 
quarters on the second floor) is slowly settling to 
the south. The complexity of this project requires 
State Parks management.
To move any of these projects along we first have 
to get the appropriate people to meet on 
site. When this can happen depends on when 
protocols for person to person contact are eased 
and the order of state parks priorities at that 
time. 

Jim Carr, SPParks Project Manager

Your SPParks membership and volunteer service 
help improve the experience of visitors to the 
parks.  As a member you support our mission to 
further the preservation, interpretive, and 
educational functions of the Sonoma and Petaluma 
State Historic Parks. As 2020 ends, we hope that 
2021 will be a better year in the parks and we will 
once again be able to welcome visitors.
 Annual membership is now on a calendar year 
basis. This is a good time to renew or join for 
2021. Please renew your commitment to 
supporting our parks.
 SPParks membership comes with discounts for 
park events and for purchases at the Barracks Gift 
Store. All new and renewing members will receive 
a Sonoma Parks ballpoint pen. Those who 
contribute $51 or more receive the new Sonoma 
Parks mask and those who contribute over $151 
receive the standard edition Jorgensen book.  
   To renew or join SPParks you can use the 
PayPal link to pay your dues or download a Join or 
Renew Form  to mail in with your dues check. If 
you have questions about joining or renewing send 
me an email, Membership@sonomaparks.org.

Mike Owens,SPParks Membership Chair 

DOCENT ZOOM MEETING
10 AM SATURDAY, JAN. 16, 2021

Details to follow

PARTING WORDS
It has been my pleasure to serve as your Events 
chair and then as Membership chair over these last 
four years. It was wonderful to meet so many of you 
at park events and through personal 
communication. Last year your financial and in-
person support reached new heights. We thank 
you. As a member I hope for your continuing 
advocacy of SPParks and our local parks. 

Dave Brummett

https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=nVgOvi_RBBhryTvNS_v1NPtmoure0CUHHK32NtOomZzZwg8Yqqw22CRIwcuvrdmkgIp9hD_RhU1XvE_6
https://www.sonomaparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WebMembershipSignUp.pdf
https://www.sonomaparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WebMembershipSignUp.pdf
mailto:Membership@sonomaparks.org


From the Treasurer
It is my great pleasure to accept the position of 
SPParks Treasurer following the excellent job 
done by Stephen Hamilton for the past five years.  
As is true for all businesses and nonprofits in 
Sonoma Valley and beyond, we are struggling.  
Following the March COVID shutdown, our 
Barracks Gift Shop was closed until August 6, 
(almost five months) and the Park itself remains 
closed.  85-90% of the funds we are able to give 
to the Park annually for docent training, events, 
maintenance, and repair come from sales at the 
store.  We have had to stop all spending and have 
concentrated our efforts in rebuilding reserves and 
generating sales at the store. We were able to 
obtain a Payroll Protection Plan Grant (fully 
forgivable) which covered payroll for a period of 
time.  Hopefully, 2021 will see some relief.  Stay 
safe, stay healthy, wear your mask!  If anyone has 
questions, comments or suggestions, please 
contact me at treasurer@sonomaparks.org.

Yvonne Bowers, SPParks Treasurer

 

Holiday Cheer on the Plaza

[Photos and parts of this article appeared 
in the December 11, 2020 issue of the 
Weekly Digest of the CA Dept. of Parks & 
Recreation. Photos by Emily Walski]

Sonoma State Historic Park is decked 
out in its holiday best. Even though 
most of the buildings remain closed 
due to COVID-19 guidelines and we 
could not hold our annual holiday 
events, the structures are adorned 
with holiday cheer. Lynn Luzzi 
(Park Landscape Maintenance 
Technician), Kathleen Wolcott (PIS), 
and Bonnie Brown (volunteer) 
assembled the swags and wreaths. 
Walk by the Toscano hotel and check 
out the tree lit up inside. The kitchen
adds a bit of color in the evening with
 the red, white, and green lights (thank you to Sharon Douglas, Jim Danaher, and Jean Knight for 
decorating) . A tree was placed in the barracks and the mission windows glow with candlelight (battery 
candles that is) at dusk. One can even walk the Vallejo Grounds and peak into a window of the Sala and see 
a tree. The festive adornment should even make a Grinch feel the holiday spirit a little more.
Happy Holidays to all!  Emily Walski, Guide 1
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Lisa Tremblay, SPParks Events Chair

Janet Dowling Sands, author of the California 
Missions history and guidebook On A Mission, will 
give an illustrated Zoom lecture at 7 pm on 
Thursday, January 28, 2021. A California native 
with a degree in Art History and Design from U.C. 
Berkeley, she has lectured extensively at the Santa 
Barbara Museum of Natural History and will 
combine history, prehistory, art, culture and science 
as she highlights new discoveries and little known 
facts about the Mission Era in California.  The free 
lecture is sponsored by the Sonoma Petaluma 
Parks Association.  Signed copies of On A Mission 
are on sale for $19.95 in the Barracks Gift Store.

Admission is free, but please register by email to 
spparks_events@sonomaparks.org  by January 18 
and you will receive the Zoom link by return email 
before January 25.

If this Zoom lecture is well attended, SPParks will 
try to schedule one or two more virtual lectures for 
the first half of the year; in addition, the two live 
lectures originally scheduled for Fall of 2020 may 
be rescheduled to late in 2021. 

Free Zoom Lecture

mailto:treasurer@sonomaparks.org
mailto:spparks_events@sonomaparks.org
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VIRTUAL TOURS OF OUR PARKS
What a whirlwind this year has been: we went from 
a full school tour and program calendar in February 
to nothing. Becoming a teleworker took some 
adjustment, the first few months were spent 
catching up on work normally reserved for the 
summer months. Then as May rolled around new 
assignments were given. I started to take photos 
and short videos around the park that have been 
used to provide content for the platform 
flipgrid.com. Teachers can pick from an array of 
topics and have students respond to select 
answers with their own video. A great tool for 
comprehension skills.
In September we joined the State Parks PORTS 
team. PORTS (Parks Online Resources for 
Teachers and Students) provides virtual and digital 
content for K-12 education. Tours of California 
history and California State Parks are available as 
On-Demand Programs intended for classrooms 
with 10 or more participants and Home Learning 
Programs for anyone to sign up and join. The 
topics change monthly and are geared for K-12 
education.
Virtual tours of our historic parks venues are 
scheduled as follows:
Sonoma SHP: Mission San Francisco Solano, 
Tuesday and Friday, 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm
Petaluma Adobe SHP: Wednesday, 10am, 11am, 
12pm, 1pm
Sonoma SHP: Vallejo Home, Thursday, 10am, 
11am, 12pm, 1pm

I am using the iPad that SPParks purchased for the 
parks' interpretation needs to broadcast live from the 
mission and Vallejo Home. We hope to receive hotspots 
from the district for the Petaluma Adobe so Jennifer can 
walk around her park as well and broadcast live. 

These tours are popular as teachers can still 
include a “field trip” even when everyone is online. 
We now have students all over the state who want 
to visit Sonoma when it is safe to do so.  These may 
be unusual times, but we have changed with them 
and continue to connect to the visitor.  When you 
are sheltering at home, what better way to spend 
your time than visiting one of our parks?

(continued from previous column)

Emily Walski, Guide 1, State Parks

follow Sonoma State Historic Park on youtube and watch 
our videos. On social media:
facebook.com/SonomaSHP  facebook.com/
PetalumaAdobeState HistoricPark

L

MY DEPARTURE

By the time you read this I’ll have begun the next 
phase of life…retirement. Yikes and/or Yay! Not 
sure which one yet.
The hardest part of making that decision was the 
thought of leaving my coworkers, my boss and the 
two groups of volunteers, the General’s Volunteers 
and the Wildflowers, who I have had the honor and 
pleasure of working with for many years.  I will miss 
all of them and I can’t say enough how appreciative 
I am for all your hard work, helping me with my job 
duties by beautifying the parks and doing everything 
they could to help preserve and maintain important 
landscape features that otherwise may have 
disappeared. I particularly want to thank Bonnie 
Brown for help with Vallejo Home plant and 
vegetable sales and her help with the holiday swags 
for the past few years. 

I am grateful to 
SPParks for their 
support and funding 
that I needed to do my 
job. You’ve been 
great!  You helped me 
open the door for the 
first plant sale and 
then anything else 
around here that I 
could put a price tag 
on and sell.

All proceeds from these sales are in a special 
account to someday help fund the new landscape 
plan for the Vallejo Home. 
It’s hard saying goodbye to a place that is so 
ingrained in me and the crew of people I see on a 
daily basis who are my family. But I live locally and 
I’ll see each of you, at one point or another, so I will 
stop before I get all sentimental and start debating 
with myself over this decision.
Good bye and keep up the good work.

Lynn Luzzi - Park Landscape Maintenance 
Technician

https://info.flipgrid.com
https://www.ports-ca.us/ports-programs/ports-on-demand
https://www.ports-ca.us/ports-programs/ports-on-demand
https://www.ports-ca.us/ports-programs/ports-home-learning-programs
https://www.ports-ca.us/ports-programs/ports-home-learning-programs
https://www.ports-ca.us/ports-programs/ports-on-demand/sonoma-state-historic-park
https://www.ports-ca.us/ports-programs/ports-on-demand/petaluma-adobe-state-historic-park
https://www.ports-ca.us/ports-programs/ports-on-demand/sonoma-state-historic-park
http://facebook.com/SonomaSHP
http://facebook.com/Petaluma
http://facebook.com/Petaluma
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Sonoma State Historic Park
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp

Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events
http://parks.ca.gov/petalumaadobeshp

MEETINGS
SPParks Board monthly meeting, 2nd Tuesday, 
10 AM

BOOK REVIEW, “ON A MISSION”

We are all “On A Mission” when one belongs to 
SPParks - it’s the nature of the game! So it’s a 
pleasure to tell of a new book that just arrived in the 
Barracks Gift Store, “On A Mission” by Janet 
Dowling Sands, a combination history and 
travelogue. 

Sonoma docents frequently meet visitors who 
excitedly claim, “This the final one! We’ve been to 
all of the missions.” If you have an inclination to 
make that journey there would be no better guide 
and assistant than “On A Mission” by Sands. The 
history, geography, and significance of each 
California mission is discussed in this fascinating 
work. Each page carries either a photo, map, 
drawing or painting from the colorful history of the 
Mission era. The first half of the book discusses the 
history of each mission, and its contributions to the 
surrounding environs. The second half would serve 
as a superb travel guide for those enterprising 
people who wish to visit them all.  

Christopher Jorgensen is featured in a chapter on 
mission art and artists. When this writer speaks to 
Sonoma Mission visitors about Jorgensen’s work I 
draw them to the center painting of Mission San 
Antonio de Padua on the left wall. The third mission 

founded by Father 
Serra is still a beautiful 
monument on the 
grounds of Camp 
Hunter Liggett. I 
indicate to guests a 
road in the canyon seen 
in the background of 
Jorgensen’s painting. 
That road still exists 
and goes over the
Santa Lucia range and 
connects with Highway 
1 south of Big Sur and 
just north of Hearst 
Castle.  Janet Sands 
describes this route 
as,  “Scenic Detour, 

 the Nacimiento-Ferguson Road.  It’s only a 13 
mile journey. One reaches Mission San Antonio 
from Hwy 101 by turning right at the King City 
Bridge (20 miles) or when coming north by taking 
the Nacimiento River exit at Camp Roberts.”
It’s this combination of solid historiography with 
travel directions and local sites that makes for 
interesting reading.

Tom Martin, Docent Book Club
   6

mailto:administrator@sonomaparks.org
https://www.sonomaparks.org/about/gazette-newsletters/
http://sonomaparks.org
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp
http://www.apple.com

