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Sonoma/Petaluma State Historic Parks (SPSHP) 
Docent Organization members continued to 
volunteer at all our parks venues during the last 
months of 2021. Thank you to those who signed in 
to Better Impact and volunteered for interpretive 
tours and special events. 
Our quarterly meeting was held on Saturday, 
December 4, with approximately 35 docents in 
attendance. Warmth and good cheer filled the 
Barracks AV room as docents, masked and socially 
distanced, greeted each other in person. This was 
one of a few gatherings since the Covid-19 
pandemic limited access to our historic venues. 
Judging by the volume of chatter, there was much 
catching up to do.
Co-Chairs Suzanne Berube and Sharon Douglas 
welcomed the enthusiastic group. Sharon 
announced the resignation of Toscano Kitchen 
docent Paul Kenny who has relocated. She also 
encouraged docents to volunteer for many available 
shifts through the Better Impact website. 
SPParks Board President Jim Danaher introduced 
three newly elected board members, Dee Katson, 
Jerome Knill and Hugh McBride. Jim encouraged all 
docents to join the organization or to renew in 
January. He then presented a brief history of the 
Landmarks League, stressing the importance of 
League member and Oakland publisher Joseph R. 
Nolan who was instrumental in preserving the 
Mission.
Park Ranger Rob Pickett updated the group on the 
Holidays on the Northern Frontier celebration, with 
particular kudos for Kathleen Wolcott and her team 
of garden volunteers who created swags for all the 

(continued on p. 4)

Happy New Year SPParks members!  It’s time to 
get a new weekly planner for 2022.  Our 
membership renewal statements will be mailed out 
soon. The basic membership fee is $30. Your 
membership is important to support and promote 
docent programs, and helps assist the maintenance 
and care of our California State Historic Parks in 
Sonoma and Petaluma.
The Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) was held 
on November 10th and 
SPParks added three 
new board members. 
The board welcomes 
Dee Katson, a docent at 
the Vallejo Home since 
2016, Jerome Knill, a 
docent at the Sonoma 
Barracks since 2018 and 
Hugh McBride who has 
been a docent at Mission 
San Francisco Solano 
since 2015.  All are 
SPParks members.  
Their volunteer 
experience in our State 
Parks will be an asset as 
our board programs 
continue into 2022. 

Dee Katson

Jerome Knill

Hugh McBride
(continued on p. 4)



News from Ranger Rob
Hello SPPARKS members, docents and gazetteers 
everywhere! I hope you had a great holiday season 
with family and friends.

Our 'Holidays on the Northern Frontier' event went 
well this year. It was a smaller offering than 
previous years, and smaller attendance (about 200 
estimate) but everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves and it was free.  The Mission was 
decorated and open for folks to walk through. The 
Barracks and Barracks Gift Store were open for 
exploring and for shopping. There were two craft 
stations for kids in the barracks which seemed to be 
well received. The barracks courtyard was 
decorated for the holidays and Kathy Wolcott read 
Christmas stories by the campfire. The Toscano 
Hotel didn't have the Pickle Creek String Band this 
year, but docents were there to show folks around 
and answer questions.  We had no Blue Wing Inn 
this year, no cider, no cookies, no chestnuts, but 
compared to 2020, we offered a lot...hope we will 
be able to do more in 2022!  Thanks to all the 
volunteers, staff, and docents that came out to work 
the event or just drop by to show support and visit.

Staffing updates -   We hired Ryan Rolston as a 
park aide and Kim Muratore and April Farnham as 
Park Interpretive Specialists.  We are still interested 
in hiring more park aides and park interpretive 
specialists, so if you know of someone, let me 
know.  We hope to announce in January 
appointments for Intepreter I positions for Petaluma 
Adobe SHP and Sonoma SHP.  Joleen's been gone 
for over two years, so we are eager to get her 
replacement on board.  Unfortunately, Emily 
Walski, our Guide I at the Mission, resigned on 
Christmas Eve, after 8 years at Sonoma SHP. 
 Hopefully we will get her position filled in 2022. PIS 
Phil McCulley and PA Bob Kaniasty retired in the 
late summer, after many years of service.

Doug Johnson, our Maintenance chief, will add the 
Marin state parks to his responsibilities and is 
transferring both his residence and headquarters to 
Mt. Tamalpais State Park.  We have vacancies in 
Sonoma for Maintenance supervisor, park 
maintenance assistant, Landscape Technician, and 
a Groundskeeper.  A new maintenance aide arrives 
next month who we hope will fill one of these 
permanent positions.

Rob Pickett, Supervising Ranger

District-wide "Free Day Use" Volunteer passes have 
arrived and I will be distributing them soon.

The city wants to lease the parking lot behind the 
Barracks again, the last arrangement between the 
city and the state ended in 2013. We expect to 
maintain parking for staff, docents, and board 
members.

Even though we were still dealing with Covid-19 in 
2021, it still seemed better to me than 2020. Some 
people say how horrible 2021 was and they can't 
wait for 2022...I've even seen on TV, people 
burning a 2021 sign in a trash barrel in New 
York. But if we stop and think about it, we'll find 
some cool things that happened in our lives in 
2021 and can find plenty to be grateful for.  I 
thank everyone for your continued help and 
interest in the parks and do wish you a 
prosperous, healthy and even better year in 
2022. Stay safe and be well.

She’s made many impressive contributions by 
conducting successful in-person and PORTS 
school group tours and interpretive 
demonstrations, training staff in park operations 
and interpretation, leading, coordinating staff and 
volunteers and collaborating with the Sonoma 
Petaluma Parks, Inc. (SPParks), to produce 
popular annual special events like Children’s Day 
at the Mission and Holidays on the Northern 
Frontier. She also ran the Environmental Study 
Program. As the pandemic created uncertainty at 
schools, she expertly kept a connection with 
teachers so that their needs could inform our 
planning efforts. 

Always organized, as she leaves her concerns are 
with putting files in order so that the transition at the 
park will go smoothly.  Emily has assured me she 
will not “disappear” and will continue to serve as a 
resource. I will miss the expertise, enthusiasm and 
“can-do” attitude that she brings to our team, but I 
sincerely look forward to having a supportive 
museum colleague to plan future collaborations 
with. Please join me in wishing Emily well as she 
embarks on her next adventure! 

Emily Walski Departure

Hello All, This is to let you know that Sonoma SHP 
Guide I Emily Walski’s last day at work will be 
Friday, December 24th. Many of you know that 
while continuing to work full-time Emily earned a 
master’s degree in Public History; she is excited 
absit leaving to have more time to pursue her 
passion for history and the museum field. Emily 
joined state parks eight years ago and made steady 
career progress from Park Aide to Park Interpretive 
Specialist (seasonal) and now Guide I. 

Karen J. Barrett 
Interpretation & Education Program Manager
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Coming and Going Party

We held a party in October welcoming new staff 
and celebrating the service of long-standing park 
staff who have retired. (Several recent retirees 
were not able to be at the party.) It was a beautiful 
evening and a very fun time.

Denise Fowler, SPA

             Bob Kaniasty and Phil McCulley

      Ronnie Cline and Kathy Wolcott

Park staff members and families

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2022
Your SPParks membership and volunteer service 
help improve the experience of visitors to the parks. 
As a member you support our mission to further the 
preservation, interpretive, and
educational functions of the Sonoma and Petaluma 
State Historic Parks. As 2021 ends and 2022 
begins, it is renewal time. Annual membership is 
now on a calendar year basis. Please renew your 
commitment to supporting our parks.

SPParks membership comes with discounts for 
park events and for purchases at the Barracks Gift 
Store. All new and renewing members will receive a 
Sonoma Parks ballpoint pen. Those who 
contribute $75 or more also receive a virtual $20 
gift card for the Barracks Gift Store that is valid for 
a non-book retail purchase with no other discount, 
and those who contribute over $150 also receive 
the standard edition Jorgensen book.

To renew or join SPParks you can use the PayPal 
link to pay your dues or download a Join or
Renew Form to mail in with your dues check. If you 
have questions about joining or renewing send me 
an email, SPParks.membership@gmail.com.

Mike Owens,SPParks Membership Chair 

DOCENT BOOK CLUB
After the next Docent Quarterly meeting on 

March 12, the Book Club will gather to discuss the 
collection of Folklore Tales by Dr. Hector Lee 
(1908-1992); he came from Chico State University 
to Sonoma State University at its inception. Hector 
Lee was a nationally known authority on western 
folklore and a true teller of tall tales of Sonoma, 
Marin, Mendocino, and Lake counties and other 
areas of the Wild West. 

We will review three of his books: Heroes,  
Villains, and  Ghosts; The Bodega War; 20  Tales of 
California.  Each is a collection of short stories – 
informative and well written. For our local history, 

read about General Vallejo’s sugar 
beet fantasy; interesting details 
about the one-time owner of 
Temelec Hall; the importance of 
the Carrillo family and the 
elopement of Henry Fitch & 
Josepha Carrillo.

The Sonoma Library has 
multiple copies of each book, 
check if the Barracks Gift Store 
and our Docent Library have them. 
Pick out stories that intrigue you 
and choose one to discuss at our 
meeting.

Ellen McBride, 
    Docent Book Club organizer
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Docent Library News

Lisa Tremblay, Librarian

historic buildings, including the Blue Wing Inn. Rob 
acknowledged staff shortages, particularly among 
the maintenance staff, and asked for patience.
In the absence of our librarian Lisa Tremblay, Jerry 
Pozo gave a brief introduction of recommended 
books available from the library. Wearing his 
Petaluma historical hat, he reported that May 2022 
has been designated as Petaluma Historical 
Preservation Month. There will be an event on May 
28 at the Petaluma Adobe. Stay tuned and break 
out your period clothing. 
Vera Svalgaard shared her lacemaking team’s 
progress on the Mission commemoration altar 
cloth. She also reported there will be no indigenous 
peoples symbols, as originally planned.
Sharon and Suzanne proposed to continue as co-
chairs of the docent organization for another year, 
in light of the lost year of 2020. They invited any 
docent member who might wish to apply to speak 
up. Silence. Ed Purkey made a motion that the 
current co-chairs serve an additional one-year term, 
and the group unanimously voted yes.
Sharon presented an opportunity for docents to 
assist in the reopening of the Missions Museum at 
Cline Cellars that has been shuttered for two years. 
She proposed that we might offer to serve as 
docents there on occasion. A visit to the 1939 
Treasure Island Exposition models of all the 
missions is not to be missed.
Suzanne proposed several local field trips that 
individuals or small groups might take, including: 
Healdsburg Museum, Oakland Museum of 
California, any of the missions in northern 
California, or, closer to home, Temelec Hall. She 
agreed to arrange the Temelec Hall field trip, 
aiming for late February.
The group adjourned to special box lunches, 
prepared by Sharon, Suzanne and Jim, with 
delicious desserts by Kit Foster, who also provided 
morning snacks with coffee. Many thanks to all who 
shared in this special celebration. 
Thank you also to all our docents who volunteer, 
welcome and educate our parks visitors. Happy 
New Year! Our next docent quarterly will be on 
Saturday, March 12, hopefully in person.

(Docent Organization, continued from p.1)

Suzanne Berube & Sharon Douglas, co-chairs

 Retiring from the board is Lisa Tremblay.  Lisa has 
been instrumental in locating and promoting our 
speakers on Zoom along with in-person talks at the 
Mission. Thank you, Lisa!

This last quarter of 2021, SPParks sponsored the 
luncheon at the December 4th docent meeting and 
conducted some minor repairs at the park, including 
to the screen door at the Toscano Hotel. 

Personnel changes in visitor services and 
maintenance at the Sonoma and Petaluma State 
Historic Parks will be one of the challenges of 2022.  
SPParks has pledged to assist Interpretive 
Specialist Karen Barrett and Ranger Robert Pickett 
in recruiting new docents and promoting the docent 
program at our parks.

Please take time to visit and shop at the Barracks 
Gift Store which supports our SPParks programs.

(SPParks Update, continued from p.1)

Jim Danaher, SPParks President

The docent library is back in business and waiting 
to scratch your itch for knowledge about California 
History.   Our library shelves also include scores of 
books on Pomo, Miwok, and other California tribes; 
novels and non-fiction tales of Westward 
Expansion, and the Gold Rush; travel books and 
historical analyses of the California Missions; and 
more.  

Of special interest are three just-acquired  primary 
documents from Vallejo family descendants that 
include correspondence  dated Nov.3, 1873 
between Dona (Mrs.) Vallejo and her niece.  She 
thanks Dona Vallejo for taking in her two sons who 
are sent to Sonoma temporarily to get away from 
political upheaval in their region of Mexico:  

“I consider that you must be tired with the troubles 
that the boys would give to you… Mom says that in 
the next cane milling season she thinks to make 
you a present of preserved foods, sweet bread, and 
assorted sweets.”
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Meet Our New Docents
The prolonged absence of a Volunteer Coordinator 
has compelled Rob Pickett to accept a less formal, 
but still rigorous, process for training and 
approving new docents. The candidate completes 
the required parks paperwork, works with 
experienced docents discussing the information in 
the revised training manual and in the readings, 
and observes public tours. The prospective docent 
then gives several practice tours getting feedback 
from a mentor, and is observed by experienced 
park personnel. Primarily we are looking for 
Docents for the Mission, the Vallejo home, and the 
PetalumaI Adobe. Anyone who might be interested 
in learning about the duties of a docent please 
contact Suzanne Berube. 

The process is still in a formative stage, but 
judging from the success with our first two 
candidates, Tim Long and Karen Pregler, we think 
it will bring highly motivated people into our docent 
ranks. Tim and Karen were mentored by Suzanne 
Berube and Lisa Tremblay for about six weeks. 
After observing Karen’s demonstration tour of the 
Vallejo Home, Lisa reported that her  knowledge 
and ease of presentation well qualified her to lead 
docent tours.

Please meet and welcome our new docents:
Tim Long and his wife 
"graduated from the 
working world" (retired), 
and moved to the 
University District in 
Rohnert Park in 2020. 
His love of California 
history led him to apply 
at the Sonoma State 
Historic Park as a 
volunteer.  Tim is a 
musician, and has 
several songs on 
Spotify.  But, he says, 
“You can’t just do that 
all day!” He is looking 
forward to many happy 
volunteer hours in 
Sonoma. 
Born in Marin, Karen 
Pregler worked for 30 
years or so as an 
architect in Santa 
Rosa. She is delighted 
to have settled in 
Sonoma, with her 
terrier dog Jazzy.  Her 
son’s family resides in 
the Bay Area (twin 

              Tim Long

          Karen Pregler

granddaughters). She looks forward to learning 
more about California history as a member of the 
docent team.

California Missions and Presidio Conference
The 39th Annual California Missions and Presidios 
Conference "The Birth of a City: Mission San Luis 
Obispo 250 Years" will be in two parts in 2022.  
There will be a virtual presentation February 18-19, 
2022 and then two days of pre-conference events 
and on-site tours in San Luis Obispo on 
September 2, 2022 with a special banquet and 
lifetime achievement awards the night before on 
the evening of September 1 at Mission San Luis 
Obispo. After last year's successful virtual 
conference, many are anticipating reuniting once 
again in person. We anticipate the events lined up 
for 2022 will provide the benefits of last year's 
conference with the traditional in-person gathering 
that we so appreciate and missed last year. We 
hope you can join us for these exciting events! The 
full conference fee for docents is only $35 (not 
including the dinner). Details about this event are 
on the California Missions Foundation website: 
https://californiamissionsfoundation.org/
conference/

Clint McKay at the de Young Museum
When Pomo basket weaver Clint McKay came to 
the Mission Chapel on October 28 to present the 
last SPParks lecture of 2021, his baskets were on 
display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York as part of the exhibit, “Jules Tavernier and the 
Elem Pomo”. That exhibit moved to the de Young 
Museum in San Francisco on December 18 where 
it can be viewed until April 17, 2022.
Jules Tavernier’s Dance in a Subterranean 
Roundhouse at Clear Lake, California—which 
depicts a ceremonial dance of the Elem Pomo in an 
underground roundhouse at Clear Lake in 1878—
was hailed in a San Francisco newspaper as “by far 
the most remarkable picture ever painted on the 
Pacific Coast.” The painting returns to California for 
the first time in more than 140 years as the central 
focus of this exhibition that includes other works by 
Jules Tavernier (1844–1889) and puts forth a new 
interpretation of his career masterwork and his 
other compositions of the Western United States by 
offering a multiplicity of voices and perspectives, 
including those of Pomo cultural leaders and 
curators. Clint McKay’s baskets are included in the 
more than fifty historic and contemporary Pomo 
baskets and regalia pieces that celebrate the 
enduring artistry and resiliency of the Pomo artists 
over several generations and highlight their cultural 
presence in their homelands today. 

Suzanne Berube, Docent Co-Chair
Bob Alwitt, Editor
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Sonoma Petaluma Parks 
P.O. Box 1702
Sonoma, CA 95476

                         LINKS 
GAZETTE
Editor: Bob Alwitt: 
administrator@sonomaparks.org 
Gazette archive online

SPPARKS and PARKS
Sonoma Petaluma Parks Association 
(SPParks)

Sonoma State Historic Park
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp

Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events
http://parks.ca.gov/petalumaadobeshp

MEETINGS

SPParks Board meets 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, 10AM
Docent Quarterly Meetings at 10AM in the 
Sonoma Barracks A/V room on the 2nd 
Saturday in March, June and September and 
on the 1st Saturday in December.

More help is needed in the Barracks Gift Store to 
serve the increased number of visitors stopping in. 
(Maybe attracted by the new store sign.)  
Specifically, there is a paid, part-time customer 
service position waiting to be filled. Some details 
are below, if you are interested or want more 
information please contact Elizabeth Caban, 
retailmanager@sonomaparks.org

20 hours/week, weekend availability
$15.00/hour or more, depending on 
experience
Prefer someone with knowledge of Point of 
Sales systems
In addition to serving customers, position 
requires receiving incoming merchandise and 
keeping sales floor stocked and organized. 
This may entail lifting boxes weighing up to 
25 pounds and some bending and kneeling.

Help Wanted

Elizabeth Caban, Store Manager

sonomaparks.org

SPParks Lecture Roundup for 2021
SPParks puts on lectures and public events each 
year as part of the “Interpretation” and “Awareness” 
Pillars of the organization’s mission to educate and 
enrich the docent community and the general public.
First by Zoom and then in person, SPParks hosted 
five lectures in 2021:
JANUARY:  Author Janet Sands, “On A Mission”
MARCH:  Professor Damien Bacich, “Native 
American Ranchos”
SEPTEMBER:  Park Interpretive Specialist Nick 
Heitkamp, “Trees of Change”
OCTOBER:  Archaeologist Glenn Farris, 
“California’s First Windmills:  Light Industry at a 
19th Century Russian Settlement in Sonoma 
County”; 
Pomo/Wappo basket maker Clint McKay, “A 
Basket Weaver’s Journey”

Lisa Tremblay, SPParks Events (retired)

NEXT DOCENT QUARTERLY MEETiNG
MARCH 12, 2022

BARRACKS A/V ROOM

6

mailto:administrator@sonomaparks.org
https://www.sonomaparks.org/about/gazette-newsletters/
http://sonomaparks.org
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp
http://www.apple.com
mailto:retailmanager@sonomaparks.org

