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Thank you for being a member of Sonoma 
Petaluma Parks (SPParks)! Your membership is 
important to support and promote docent 
programs, and assist with the maintenance and 
care of our California State Historic Parks in 
Sonoma and Petaluma.

Board members Jerome Knill and Dee Katson 
arranged several lectures including a book 
reading and bug scavenger hunt at the Barracks 
on July 9th featuring children’s book authors 
Ryeson and Shana Bull, my own talk on July 20th 
about Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
projects in the Sonoma Valley during the 
1930-40’s as part of the Vintage House series 
“History All Around Us,” and finally Jim 
Silverman’s talk on August 18th recounting 
“Stories from Sonoma Plaza History.”

SPParks’ five-year contract with the Department 
of Parks and Recreation was renewed in August. 
This allows our co-operating association to raise 
funds for Sonoma and Petaluma State Parks 
facilities, promote a docent program and operate 
the Barracks Gift Store. 

The SPParks annual board retreat and strategy 
meeting was held on August 10th.  Valerie 
Camarda (Marketing Sense) helped us to define 
future goals for SPParks. Together we identified 
our strengths and weaknesses and outlined key 
opportunities and challenges for the upcoming 
year. 

A new venture for SPParks is with Cline Family 
Cellars and their California Missions Museum.  
SPParks volunteers, led by Suzanne Berube and 
Sharon Douglas, worked with Cline to have the 
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Third quarter activities for our Sonoma Petaluma 
State Historic Park docents span the busy summer 
visitor season. Even with our reduced numbers, we 
were able to welcome a large number of visitors. 
The Better Impact database indicates that for 2022 
to date, we volunteered for 680 hours and 
managed to cover approximately 47 percent of the 
available shifts at the Mission, Barracks, Vallejo 
Home, Petaluma Adobe and Toscano Hotel 
combined. Thank you for continuing to volunteer for 
tours!

Docents were able to fill approximately 90 percent 
of the tour hours at the Petaluma Adobe, 75 
percent at the Vallejo Home, 45 percent at the 
Toscano Hotel and Kitchen, 45 percent at the 
Mission, but only 25 percent of the tour hours at the 
Barracks. There is certainly room for improvement 
and we especially need docents at the Barracks, 
the Mission and the Toscano Hotel. Obviously, 
recruitment and training of docents must be a 
priority for our organization and the Sonoma State 
Historic Park. Increased visitor numbers during 
Mission 200 commemoration may provide an 
opportunity to attract new docents. 

In August, a lively crew of docents and SPParks 
board members gathered in the private park of Park 
Creek Village for a fun picnic. SPParks provided 
the crispy fried chicken and beverages. Docents 
contributed appetizers, favorite salads, casseroles 
and a mound of desserts. Jim Danaher again 
delighted in stumping (and educating) many with 
his annual California history quiz. 
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News from Ranger Rob News from our Volunteer Lead

Tyler Markley, Interpreter 1 and Volunteer Lead

Despite the record setting heat in early September, 
we managed to keep the parks open, and while it 
was definitely miserable, we are grateful that there 
were no fires in our area, nor strong winds or 
power outages.

On August 6, a well attended Nature Festival was 
held in the Casa Grande courtyard, organized by 
PIS Dave Duplantier, with about a dozen 
organizations participating. [Editor’s  note, read the 
story on p. 3.]

On August 13, two of our park staff, PIS Dave 
Duplantier and PIS Kathy Wolcott, participated in 
Bat Night at Olompali State Park where they 
manned a bat craft table. There was a such a big 
turnout- about 250 people - they ran out of 
supplies. Visitors got to watch bats pour out of the 
buildings at dusk to start hunting insects.

We are looking forward to holding our traditional 
park events in November and December: The 
Victorian Christmas Crafts Workshop at the Vallejo 
Home on November 13 and Holidays on the 
Northern Frontier on December 10. We will need 
volunteers to help at the many activities that make 
these events so beloved in our community.

I want to thank SPPARKS for all they do, but in 
particular, some recent purchases including toilet 
replacement at the Vallejo home, a protective case 
for our taxidermy collection, and ESP supplies as 
we ramp up for resuming the ESP program in 
January.

I have a number of staff changes to report. The big 
news is that Karen Barrett, Interpreter III and 
responsible for our sector, will retire at the end of 
December 2022. We’ll keep you informed on 
progress to fill this important position. Until then, 
she and Noah will continue working with Sonoma 
State University on Mission 200 planning. 

Dana Bravo was promoted to a full-time office tech 
at the District Office. She served as our sector 
special event coordinator, so if you know anyone 
who might be interested, please send them my 
way. It pays $17/hour and is part-time.

Please welcome these new staff members: 
Four Park Aides: Terry Cole, Grant Cubberly, Scott 
Minthorne, and Donna Vigil. 
Two Senior Park Aides: Jazelle Lieske and Dana 
Richards. 

(continued on p. 4)

 As we move closer to November and December 
preparations for two of SSHP's biggest events, 
Victorian Christmas Crafts Workshop and Holiday's on 
the Northern Frontier, will be happening and we will 
absolutely need help from all of our amazingly amazing 
volunteers. If interested in participating for Victorian 
Crafts in November please contact Yvonne 
(yvonne@sonomaparks.org), and if interested in 
volunteering for Holidays on the Northern Frontier you 
can send me an email to me 
(tyler.markley@parks.ca.gov.)

I have opened up docent shifts for SSHP/PASHP for 
the month of November, so please sign-up for shifts at 
your leisure. We still have shifts open for weekends in 
October, too. If anyone has Better Impact questions 
don't hesitate to contact me I'm here to help.

Our field trip to Olompali State Historic Park is planned 
for Saturday Oct 8th at 10am. If you have not already 
done so, please let me know if you are interested in 
coming on this field trip, and also if you would like to 
come but need a ride from SSHP.  I want to have an 
idea how large our group will be as well as arrange 
transportation before the day of the trip.

It is a pleasure working with you all, and I thank you for 
your service to California State Parks.

Elizabeth Caban, Store Manager

The store is now open six days a week, closed 
only on Wednesday! Two part-time high school 
students have joined the staff and make this 
possible. Our goal still is to be open for seven 
days a week to best serve all our visitors.  If you 
know anyone who may like to be a store volunteer 
please ask them to contact me at 
retailmanager@sonomaparks.org

Next Docent Meeting and Annual Holiday 
Luncheon

10 A.M. Saturday, December 3, 2022
Barracks A/V/ Room

mailto:yvonne@sonomaparks.org
mailto:tyler.markley@parks.ca.gov


Gunther Solomon’s Story
While volunteering at the Toscano Hotel, I 

met another docent, also retired, whom I had not 
previously known.  Gunther Solomon was then in 
his 80’s.  I thought, “Hmm… a Jew of German 
descent… in his 80’s…. This man might have a 
story to tell.” I found this humble, quiet, and soft-
voiced man indeed did have quite a story. Over time 
during the breaks between visitors one afternoon, 
his amazing story gradually unfolded. Upon arriving 
back home I immediately wrote it down, as he had 
given me consent to share it. And now I will share it 
with you - Ed Purkey.

Gunther was born in 1932 in the eastern 
German province of Posen and grew up with his 
family in Berlin. As the 1930’s progressed, 
Gunther’s mother (his father had previously died of 
natural causes) sensed the impending danger for 
her German-Jewish family. She spent years trying 
to persuade her family to emigrate. He especially 
remembers his mother and his grandfather 
frequently arguing over leaving the country. 
Grandfather kept saying, “But I am a decorated 
veteran of the Great War (Iron Cross, 1st Class). 
Nothing will happen to me!”

In 1939 she finally convinced her parents to 
emigrate with her and her sons. They left that 
summer, only weeks before the European War 
broke out on September 1st. The Solomons went to 
the only place in the world then open to Jewish 
immigrants: Shanghai, China. They lived in 
Shanghai during the war years. There, his widowed 
mother met and eventually married a Greek 
merchant seaman, and together had a son. Finally, 
in early 1949, when his half-brother was only 3 

months old, they were able to get on a merchant 
ship to America, because his stepfather worked 
aboard on the crew. 

In Honolulu, American INS agents came on 
board and informed the family that the Greek 
stepfather could not enter the US due to the 
already large number of Greek immigrants into the 
US after the war. He would have to remain on 
board while in San Francisco, and could not get off 
until the ship called at Vancouver, Canada.

Once they arrived in San Francisco, 
Gunther, his mother, grandparents, and two 
brothers said goodbye to the Greek stepfather, 
disembarked and checked into a hotel. After a few 
days, INS came and “arrested them” (his words) 
and placed them in a detention facility. It seems 
that since the ‘head of the household’ was an 
excluded Greek citizen, it placed the whole family 
in jeopardy. They would all have to return to 
Shanghai.

At this point, Gunther, the oldest, was 16 
and could apply individually for immigration. He 
told the rest of the family how much he disliked 
Shanghai and that he wanted to stay in America. 
While saddened, they understood and accepted 
his decision. As a result, teenage Gunther was in 
San Francisco, his stepfather in Vancouver, and 
the rest of his family back in Shanghai.

Not long after his family’s return to China, 
the Chinese Communists won the civil war against 
the Nationalists. The new government quickly 
moved to expel all non-Chinese residents, forcing 
them to “return to their homelands.” Gunther’s 
mother, brothers, and grandparents were shipped 
back to Germany where they were put in a 
“displaced  persons” (refugee) camp. During this 
time, they learned of his stepfather’s death in 
Vancouver from lung cancer.

Back in San Francisco, Gunther worked 
various odd-jobs and started spending time at the 
Boys Club. The director took an interest in him and, 
with his encouragement, Gunther finished high 
school and got a full-time job. The director put him 
in touch with attorneys, who assisted in the process 
of getting Gunther’s family out of the European DP 
Camp and into the US.  Complicating this process, 
his parents’ home in Posen was now part of post-
WWII Poland. So, while “they were German in 
language and culture through and through,” (his 
words) they nevertheless had Polish passports. 
And Polish immigration to the US was much more 
restricted than for Germans.  After three years of 
efforts of his director-friend and the attorneys, 
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museum open every Sunday from July 10th through 
October 9th. The hours are 10:30 am – 2:30 pm. 
The museum had been closed for more than two 
years.  So far approximately 500 visitors have 
toured the museum, with a SPParks volunteer there 
to provide interpretation.  

The SPParks website is a great source of 
information for all of our SPParks activities. Visit 
www.sonomaparks.org for more information. Also, 
please take time to visit and shop at the Barracks 
Gift Store, which supports our SPParks programs. 

Finally, Pastor John Marozik (1936 – 2022) passed 
away on August 30, 2022. John was a docent at 
the Sonoma State Historic Park and I had the 
pleasure of working with him at Mission San 
Francisco Solano. John’s gentle nature and his 
knowledge of religion and history were perfect for 
public docent tours.  Pastor Marozik presided over 
my wedding at the Mission chapel and for that I will 
be forever grateful. Condolences to his wife Ann 
and the Marozik family.

SPParks Update, contined from p. 1)

Jim Danaher, SPParks President

Kaylie Williams, a Park Interpretive Specialist, is 
going to transfer to Sonoma in October. Erin 
Mitchell joined us in July as the new 
groundskeeper at the Vallejo Home; she hopes to 
be promoted soon to Landscape Tech for VH. 
Finally, Frank Villa joined us in Sonoma as a 
maintenance aide.
Enjoy the rest of your summer everyone! Thanks 
to those who volunteer for our parks! 

Rob Pickett, Supervising Ranger

News from Ranger Rob, (continued from p.1)

About 15 docents attended the quarterly meeting 
on September 10th where we received a 
Volunteers in Parks (VIP) update from Interpreter I 
Tyler Markley and a Parks update from 
Supervising Ranger Rob Pickett. A docent library 
update by Lisa Tremblay led to a lively discussion 
of books and a chance to update our reading lists.

Also at that meeting, we said goodbye to docent 
Gunther Solomon who passed away in August at 
the age of 90. Gunther was a docent at the 
Toscano hotel for nearly 20 years and recently 
received the Golden Poppy Award from California 
State Parks. Gunther’s easy-going smile and 
unforgettable accent surely invoked intrigue and 
memories for hundreds of visitors over the years. 
Gunther’s journey through history (from Germany 
in the 1930s, through Shanghai, and eventually to 
California) made his sharing of the history of the 
Toscano Hotel, a refuge for Italian and other 
immigrants in the late 1800s and early 1900s, 
especially poignant and memorable. Volunteers 
and visitors alike learned a lot from Gunther over 
the years. [Editor’s note: Gunther’s tale of his 
journey to America was recorded by Ed Purkey 
and can be read on page 3.]

After three years, it is time to hand the docent 
organization gavel to a new chairperson or team of 
co-chairpersons. Historically the docent chair term 
is two years, ours was extended due the 
pandemic. The chair convenes four quarterly 
meetings (March, June, September December) 
and organizes the docent picnic and holiday 
luncheon. The chair works directly with Supervising 
Ranger Rob Pickett and Interpreter I Tyler Markley, 
both of whom are very supportive of the docent 
organization and would like to see it grow and 
thrive. The new chair will specifically collaborate 
with Tyler to plan field trips and assist with 
recruitment, training and mentoring of new 
docents. As part of the Mission 200 
commemoration, the chair might also expect to 
organize docent participation in some of the 
special events being planned by Parks.

The election of new docent chairperson(s) will take 
place at our next docent meeting, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 3rd.  Anyone 
interested in exploring this leadership position, 
please contact Suzanne Berube or Sharon 
Douglas. Honestly, you will have support. The 
wheel has already been invented.

Gunther, his mother, brothers, and grandparents 
were finally reunited in San Francisco.  It was 
1953, 14 years after they first left Germany.

I commented to him how these huge 
moves must have been particularly difficult on his 
by-then elderly grandparents. “It was difficult,” he 
replied. “But at least they were alive with the rest 
of us.” (Significant when one realizes how many 
European Jews did not survive the war.) 

After living his working life in San 
Francisco, Gunther and his wife retired in 2004 
and moved to Temelec, outside Sonoma.  In 
2007, he volunteered to be a docent for the 
Toscano Hotel and served faithfully all the years 
since.  Gunther passed away in August.

(Gunther Solomon, cont. from p.3)

Suzanne Berube & Sharon Douglas, 
Docent Co-chairs

Ed Purkey, Docent

http://www.sonomaparks.org
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31st Annual VCC Workshop 
The 31st Annual Victorian Christmas Crafts 
Workshop will be held Sunday, November 13 from 
11:00am - 3:00pm at the General Vallejo Home - 
rain or shine!   The Victorian Christmas Craft Fair is 
an Awareness Pillar event sponsored by SPParks 
for our local community enjoyment and is very 
popular for children and adults alike.   We are 
looking for volunteers to manage the crafts tables 
(no experience required - all training provided), the 
refreshments table or in period clothing for 
ambience.  If you’d like to volunteer please contact 
Yvonne Bowers,  email yvonne@sonomaparks.org 
or call (707) 843-0109.

Yvonne Bowers, Event Coordinator

The lecture starts at 7PM in the Sonoma Mission 
Chapel, 114 East Spain Street, Sonoma. 
Admission at the door is, $10 for the general 
public, $5 for SPParks members, free for docents 
and parks staff. California State Parks supports 
equal access. Prior to arrival, visitors with 
disabilities who need assistance should contact 
Sonoma State Historic Park at (707) 938-9547. 

November 17 Lecture

Jerome Knill, SPParks Events Chair

DOCENT RECOMMENDED BOOKS

These books were presented at the September 
Docent Quarterly Meeting.  The first two are in the 
public library but are NOT available in the docent 
library – but feel free to donate a copy!
William Heath Davis, Sixty Years in California/
Seventy-Five Years in California 
recommended by Hugh and Ellen McBride 
Mark Lee Gardner, The Earth is All That Lasts, 
recommended by Lisa Tremblay
Benjamin Madley, American Genocide, 
recommended by Suzanne Berube and Vera 
Svalgaard
Steve Inskeep,  Imperfect Union, recommended by 
Ed Purkey

Got Docent Library questions?  Contact Lisa at 
shastatremblay@gmail.com

Lisa Tremblay, Docent Librarian

There will be a SPParks-sponsored lecture on 
Thursday, November 17, in the Mission Chapel. 
Chuck and Elisa Stancil Levine will share rarely 
seen early 20th century images of Jack London’s 
Beauty Ranch. Chuck will discuss London’s 
entrepreneurial efforts, including his agricultural 
legacy at the “Ranch of Good Intentions”, Elisa will 
reveal how strong relationships and pure grit 
helped the ranch enterprise prevail after London’s 
untimely death at 40 in 1916.

Book Review: “Pioneer Sonoma”

“

Ed Purkey, Docent

SPParks members are reported to be well above 
average in intelligence, sophistication, and good 
looks! We now have about 95 members and co-
members in this category. 
Watch for membership renewal information in your 
email in November.

Membership

Mike Owens, SPParks Membership Chair

“Pioneer Sonoma”, by Robert D. Parmalee, is a 
history of the early days of American settlers in the 
town of Sonoma, approx. 1843—1890.  In 1843 two 
American promoters, Landsford Hastings and 
James Hudspeth, positioned themselves along the 
Oregon Trail at Fort Bridger, Wyoming Territory.  
Their goal was to divert travelers from Oregon to 
Sonoma in Mexican California with the (false) claim 
of free land.  The book covers the challenges the 
American settlers found with Mexican officials, the 
Bear Flag Revolt, U.S. Army garrison at the 
Barracks, and the ensuing years, and describes the 
long-standing conflict/rivalry in local government 
between the followers of General M. G. Vallejo and 
the families/descendants of the original Bear 
Flaggers.

I found it interesting to learn how in the 1850’s, after 
the army left permanently and the county 
government left for Santa Rosa, the town went 
seriously downhill into an economic depression. 
Infrastructure fell into disrepair, large fires 
consumed many buildings close to the Plaza (Blue 
Wing Inn narrowly avoided destruction). In 1862 
Sonoma even lost its incorporation as a city.  It was 
only after Solomon Schocken invested in some 
local businesses and the railroad came to town did 
Sonoma’s fortunes begin to turn around. Finally the 
town was able to (re-)incorporate in 1883.

As a Toscano docent, I read with interest how 
Sonoma’s reinvigoration in the 1880’s was coupled 
with the immigration of many Italians who worked 
energetically in the local stone quarry and 
vineyards. They brought with them stonecutting 
skills and viniculture knowledge, as well as Italian 
grapevine roots resistant to local phylloxera-
infested vines.

I enjoyed the book’s numerous historical photos; it 
is a concise and interesting read and in the docent 
library. 

mailto:yvonne@sonomaparks.org
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Sonoma Petaluma Parks Association 
(SPParks)

Sonoma State Historic Park
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp

Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park Events
http://parks.ca.gov/petalumaadobeshp

MEETINGS

SPParks Board meets 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, 10AM
Docent Quarterly Meetings at 10AM in the 
Sonoma Barracks A/V room on the 2nd 
Saturday in March, June and September and 
on the 1st Saturday in December.

sonomaparks.org

SSHP hosted a Nature and Community Festival on 
August 6th on the Casa Grande Plaza. Local 
environmental and civic organizations and state 
parks exhibited their activities and opportunities for 
the public to participate in environmental 
conservation and education within the local 
community, and to increase awareness of the 
environmental impacts and challenges facing the 
area, state and beyond. 

Sonoma/Petaluma SHP staff and SPParks 
volunteers greeted arrivals at our Welcome Tent 
and offered creative activities for kids.  Over a 
dozen organizations participated including: Sonoma 
Community Center, La Luz, Jack London State 
Park, Friends of the Petaluma River, Sonoma 
County Wildbird Rescue, Pepperwood Preserve, 
Felidae, North Bay Bear Collaborative, All About 
Owls, and The Puma Project.  All About Owls 
brought a Screech Owl and a Great Horned Owl to 
be appreciated up close.  CAL Fire allowed kids to 
scramble in a fire truck and learn something of how 
they fight fires. Everyone said they would gladly 
come back next year. 

Nature and Community Festival

Dave Duplantier, Park Interpretive Specialist

(photos by Bob Alwitt)

mailto:administrator@sonomaparks.org
https://www.sonomaparks.org/about/gazette-newsletters/
http://sonomaparks.org
http://parks.ca.gov/sonomashp
http://www.apple.com

